
Additional Resources on the Bible
This document has an explanation of the READ model Mark shared in Sunday’s 
message (pages 1-2) and some suggested resources for Bible study (page 3). 

Using the READ Framework for Bible Study/Reflection
READ 
Start with today’s selection. If this is your first time you may wish to focus on either the 
Old Testament of New Testament reading. This is not a contest! You have nothing to 
prove! Also, don’t get distracted by what you don’t understand or seems confusing. As 
Mark Twain said: “It’s not the parts of the Bible I don’t under- stand that bother me... it’s 
the parts that I do understand!” We desire you to enjoy the spiritual growth that comes 
from biblical reflection. 

EXAMINE/OBSERVE 
Make your observations of the passage itself. Who? What? When? Where? Why? 
How? Remember context matters! Also, feel free to write down any questions/curiosities 
you have about the passage that you might want to come back and visit about later... 

APPLY 
Prayerfully reflect and make personal application. Some days you may find that the 
application you discover is a new understanding of God’s person, purposes, promises, 
or presence. These insights will challenge and/or bring fresh re- lease and insight 
concerning our perspective about God, human nature, our behavior, and our 
relationships! 

DEVOTE 
Based on your personal application divide this into 2 parts: First, write a brief prayer that 
is your response and request to the Lord based on your reflection. Second, write down 
what practical action/steps can you take as a response to your personal reflection upon 
the Bible today and the operation of God’s grace and love in your life. 

Here is a sample READ entry: 
Date: Anyway 2016 
Passage: Hebrews 12.14 

READ: 
Hebrews 12.14: Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one 
will see the Lord. 

EXAMINE: 
This verse introduces a paragraph of moral imperatives that express this commitment to 
sanctification (i.e. holiness) that we are called to. This verse is not offered as a 



suggestion but as a command offered with apostolic authority. “Pursue” carries the 
understanding of rapid and decisive movement toward an objective. The word 
“sanctification” (lit. holiness) involves a personal dedication to the things of God. So this 
verse is urging every believer to pursue peace (i.e. shalom) with the same intensity and 
intentionality with which he/she pursues personal holiness. This pursuit does not make 
us so spiritual that we become irrelevant to this world and our relationships. 

Quite the contrary. True holiness allows us to become conduits through which others 
can see the Lord. Hyper-spirituality has no place in God’s Kingdom agenda. 

APPLY: 
Is my pursuit of peace and holiness intense and intentional? I must “see” the Lord if 
people are going to see the Lord through me. I must “hear” the Lord if people are going 
to “hear” the Lord through me. I must receive “peace” from the Lord, before others can 
see that peace in me. I am not called to be merely nice. My “nice” is meant to express 
and release the power of God’s grace in the lives of others. 

DEVOTE: 
Action: take some some extra time today to “see” where I am blind, “hear” where I am 
deaf, and seek/receive “peace” where I am discontent and restless... 

Prayer: Father, cleanse me and purify my heart so that others may see you and not 
me... and hear You and not me... In Jesus name… 



Basic Bible Resources 
NOTE: many bible translations come in multiple version. The links below only reference the 
most basic of the print editions.

Formal Equivalence Translations (word for word correspondence):
New American Standard 1995 edition
English Standard Version

Dynamic Equivalence Translations (thought for thought translation)
New Living Translation
Good News Translation

Bible Dictionary
New Bible Dictionary 21st Century Edition

One Volume Bible Commentary
New Bible Commentary Revised

Additional Resource
Dictionary of Biblical Imagery
The IVP Bible Background Commentary - New Testament
The IVP Bible Background Commentary - Old Testament

Computer Software
Logos Bible Software
Accordance Bible Software

Websites
www.bible.com
https://www.biblegateway.com
http://www.biblestudytools.com
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans

http://smile.amazon.com/American-Standard-Bible-Updated-Concordance/dp/1885217692/ref=sr_1_5?s=books&dd=hTD6mStzaUnhW_3YvQzFxw%2C%2C&ddc_refnmnt=pfod&ie=UTF8&qid=1456030089&sr=1-5&keywords=new+american+standard+bible&refinements=p_97%3A11292772011
http://smile.amazon.com/ESV-Bible-Black-Bibles-Crossway/dp/1433522047/ref=sr_1_4_twi_har_1?s=books&dd=hTD6mStzaUnhW_3YvQzFxw%2C%2C&ddc_refnmnt=pfod&ie=UTF8&qid=1456030188&sr=1-4&keywords=esv+bible&refinements=p_97%3A11292772011
http://smile.amazon.com/Holy-Bible-New-Living-Translation/dp/1414309473/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456029895&sr=1-1&keywords=new+living+translation+bible
http://smile.amazon.com/gp/product/1585161535?dd=hTD6mStzaUnhW_3YvQzFxw%2C%2C&ddc_refnmnt=pfod&keywords=good%20news%20bible&qid=1456029826&ref_=sr_1_2&refinements=p_97%3A11292772011&s=books&sr=1-2
http://smile.amazon.com/New-Bible-Dictionary-Howard-Marshall/dp/0830814396/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456030342&sr=1-1&keywords=new+bible+dictionary
http://smile.amazon.com/New-Bible-Commentary-Gordon-Wenham/dp/0830814426/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1456030390&sr=1-1&keywords=new+bible+commentary+21st+century+edition
http://smile.amazon.com/gp/product/0830814515?keywords=dictionary%20of%20biblical%20imagery&qid=1456031059&ref_=sr_1_1&sr=8-1
http://smile.amazon.com/IVP-Bible-Background-Commentary-Testament/dp/0830824782/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1456031083&sr=8-1&keywords=bible+background+commentary
http://smile.amazon.com/The-IVP-Bible-Background-Commentary/dp/0830814191/ref=pd_sim_14_1?ie=UTF8&dpID=51lkk-%2B%2Bx1L&dpSrc=sims&preST=_AC_UL160_SR105%2C160_&refRID=0GK1EPJHGT6AMP86VWN9
https://www.logos.com
http://www.accordancebible.com
https://www.bible.com
https://www.biblegateway.com
http://www.biblestudytools.com
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans

