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For the week of 22 February: Work – the image of God present and future
“I don’t care if they have a good work ethic, they are illegal aliens and they should go back to where they came from.” This was the caption of a political cartoon that appeared a few years ago on the day before Thanksgiving. It showed two Native Americans carrying a pole with a dead turkey on it towards a table where Puritans were seated waiting to have dinner with the tribe. The humor behind this cartoon depended on the readership possessing knowledge of the so-called, “Puritan Work Ethic”. Yet, despite our familiarity with the stereotype of the “Puritan Work Ethic”, followers of Jesus frequently seem conflicted regarding how we should view work. Is it a blessing or a curse? Is it a duty or a privilege? Do we work to live or live to work? Do we sacrifice “being” by “doing” (working)?
Many of us take jobs, pursue careers, and work hard with little understanding of what the Bible actually says about work— God and work, work and rest, and work and retirement. Simply put: we work because we are made in the image of the Worker. In his book, “Responsive Labor,” David Jensen has a great summary:

Biblical narratives overflow with work. Between the opening lines of Genesis, which portray God as a worker, and the closing chapter of Revelation, with a vision of new creation, God labors. One of the distinguishing characteristics of biblical faith is that God does not sit enthroned in heaven removed from work, willing things into existence by divine fiat. Unlike the gods of the Greco -Roman mythologies, who absolve themselves of work dining on nectar and ambrosia in heavenly rest and contemplation— the biblical God works. (page 10)

But the Bible is not just about God working— it is about people working. More to the point: it is about God’s people working in service before and to their God. It is about God’s people manifesting God’s labor through them; God’s people doing work God endorses, and God’s people avoiding work that is idolatrous, immoral, and unloving. The Bible is the revelation of God’s redemptive work for us, to us, and through us. This means that to spend a few weeks discussing work is not a diversion — it is strategic!

This week we will begin at the beginning— in Genesis. For here is where our understanding of work frequently gets distorted. In fact, it is here that work gets a “bad name” as many followers of Jesus believe that work is the result of the Fall — human sin— that begins in Genesis 3. Let’s see if that is true… and then let’s reflect on work in light of God’s Dominion presence and promise.

Enjoy your LifeGroup!

Mark
Getting to know one another better…

What was your first “job” growing up? Did you like it? Why or why not?



Reflecting on Genesis 1 and 2…
Read Genesis 1:24-27. After making everything else and concluding, “It is good,” God made human beings. In what ways did God make human beings different from the animals? What is “good” about us?


The Israelites were probably the only people of their day who believed in a God who works. The pattern for their work week—“six days you shall labor … but the seventh day is a Sabbath …” (Exodus 20:9-10) This was based on the way God worked in creation. How would belief in a God who works make one’s outlook different from that of the rest of the world?


Read Genesis 1:28-2:3. What unique task did God give to the man and woman (1:28)? What activities would be included in this first command?


Read Genesis 2:4-20. How does the restatement of the creation account in verses 4-14 answer the question implicit in Genesis 1: “How did it come about that human beings are in charge of the world?”


Read Genesis 2.5. What do we learn about God’s work and our work? Why is this significant in our understanding of work?


In verse 2.15, God adds to the earlier command his injunction to “work/cultivate/tend/serve” and “take care/keep/watch over” the garden. How do these two different words describe humanity’s responsibility?



Reflecting together on work, creation, and the New Creation...

Why is our relationship to God crucial to our attempt to “subdue and rule” the world as godly men and women?


Read John 4.34, 38; 5.17, 36; 17.4. What do we learn about Jesus’ understanding of work? What does it mean to you that we have a Savior Who works?


How does work look different if one follows Jesus and embraces this understanding that God’s dominion has come and is coming?


Pastor Mark said that we must do work that is in alignment with both Creation and the New Creation coming. Can you think of other examples of work/careers that are out of alignment?


How do we encourage one another and the generations behind us to think about work and the pursuit of careers that are in alignment with our created image and our new creation promise?


If worship is our daily and distinctive lifestyle how do we live our lifestyle before God and others as we work?


How is your current work/daily activity in or out of alignment with where history is going under God’s dominion?


How can your LifeGroup encourage you to labor in the “image of God” and in light of God’s dominion presence and promise?

Praying for my group…
Keep track of your LifeGroup’s prayer needs here...

Sermon Notes…

This Week @ FCC

Frozen Movie Night- Mar 13, 6pm-8:30pm Fellowship Center

Third Sunday, a night of prayer- Mar 15, 6:30pm-8:00pm Worship Center

Inspired Hands- Mar 21,   9am-2pm Children’s Center

Mystery Day Trip- Mar 31,  Youth, Watch for Details!

Seder Meal- Apr 2, 6pm-8:00pm Fellowship Center

Good Friday Service- Apr 3,  7pm Worship Center
Highlighting
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Food, Film, Fun!

You are invited to a Frozen themed evening complete with themed appetizers and desserts, fun decorations and the sing-a-long version of the movie Frozen. Come ready to sing your hearts out, laugh and have tons of fun! Let us know you are coming so that we have enough seats and food! Email Pastor Deb (deb@faithsandiego.org) or call her at (858) 565-4808!
