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For the week of 15 March: because your vocation is Job #1…
Thanks to our laptop computers, cell/smart phones, and other technological advances, our work can take place almost anywhere. We can do all or part of our work at home, on a factory floor, in an industrial warehouse, at a desk in a classroom, on an athletic field, on top of a mountain, in a café, or— imagine this!— from a cubicle/office! Sometimes we are paid for our work and sometimes financial payment is not a part of the picture. But regardless of the setting, the frequent and unsettling truth is that while we shape our work, our work often shapes us and the world around us in ways that are not life-giving. As we look around our fragmented world, we feel a sense of responsibility to positively contribute to the common good. Yet many of us, myself included, wonder: is our work truly making any significant and lasting difference?

I believe how we view our work and how we do our work matters a great deal more than we might imagine to God and others. When it comes to this important area of our lives, particularly how our work connects to our Christian faith, I continue to think that many of us have faulty ideas about faith and work. I think we have often found ourselves like a ship in the thick fog. We either just drift on the "tidal currents” of our jobs or we run our faith aground through comprise, disobedience, and/or disengagement.

When I was younger, I wrongly viewed some kinds of work as more important than others. On other occasions in my life, in the name of Jesus, I have drifted to the perilous edge of workaholism, conveniently making an idol out of my work and excusing it for faithfulness. For way too long, I did not see work as an essential component of a broader, robust theology of Christian calling nor did I see how the gospel is intended to transform the marketplace. I failed to grasp that a primary stewardship of my pastoral work was to assistant and encourage others to better connect their Sunday faith with the practices of their Monday work. I continue to wrestle with this question: do I give “minority attention" to what most of us do the majority of our time.

This week we continue to explore our understanding of work through our understanding of our Christian vocation in general. The word, “vocation", simply means”calling." This week we will follow-up on Sunday's message as we reflect together on Job #1— our vocation— and Job #2 the current location for our vocation.

Enjoy your LifeGroup!
Mark
Getting to know one another better…

What is the “dirtiest job” you have ever done?

Reflecting on vocation together… 
What are some ways you currently connect your “Sunday faith” and your “Monday work/activity”?


Reread the 4 scriptures Mark used to frame our understanding of Job #1 (vocation) and Job #2 (current work/location). We will be using them for our reflection this week.

2 Timothy 2.20-26

Matthew 4.19 (see also Matthew 8.22; 9.9; 10.38; 16.24; 19.21, 28)

Matthew 22.37-39

Matthew 28.19-20

Do you agree with Mark’s distinction between our vocation (Job #1) and our location (Job # 2)? Why or why not?

If you have retired or planning for retirement what does this understanding of Job #1 mean for your understanding of retirement?

Mark made a distinction between “calling”, “call”, and “craft”. Was this helpful? Why or why not?

How might your understanding of Job #1 inspire/influence your understanding of the way your do your work at Job #2?

Do I follow Jesus on my job (#2)? Why or why not? How is this expressed? What holds you back?


Do I express my love for my neighbor and my love for God on my job (#2)? Why or why not? How is this expressed? What holds you back?


Do I seek to make disciples on my job (#2)? Why or why not? How is this expressed? 


Does my work/daily activity glorify God and can it be offered up to God in thanksgiving? Why or why not?


Mark said: Even when our work is drudgery, if it is surrendered to God in worship, devoted to His honor, honest, and edifying to others, than at the very least it is “divine drudgery”! It is NOT mere activity and meaningless toil. It IS dominion-bringing— it has direction, meaning, and purpose.

What does this mean to you when you think about your job/daily activity? Does it make a difference to you to see your work/daily activity at least as "divine drudgery?" Why or why not?


Do you think think there is a distinctly Christian way to do your job/daily activity? Why or why not? 


Does my work/daily activity glorify God and can it be offered up to God in thanksgiving? Why or why not?


How might your LifeGroup encourage you to pursue Job #1 while you are on the Job #2?


Praying for my group…
Keep track of your LifeGroup’s prayer needs here...
Sermon Notes…

This Week @ FCC
Inspired Hands - Mar 21, 9am-2pm Children’s Center
Bingo Night Youth Camp Fundraiser- Mar 22, 5:30-7 PM Fellowship Center
Strength Finders - Mar 28, 9am-noon Children’s Center
Annual Children’s Pancake Breakfast  Mar 29, 10:30-11:30 AM Picnic tables
Mystery Day Trip - Mar 31, Youth, Watch for Details!
Seder Meal- Apr 2, 6pm-8:30pm Fellowship Center
Highlighting
StrengthFinders Workshop - March 28,  9 AM-12 PM
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Do you get to do what you do best? Do you find joy in your work and relationships? Your spiritual, personal, family, and/or professional life will be more fulfilling when you identify your God-given strengths and learn apply them. You will discover and understand your strengths in this workshop. Cost: $20 for the book. Limited to the first 12 signups.
