
 

 

 

Jesus Christ is the center of Christianity. Therefore, both the Christian faith and the Christian life, if they are to be authentic, must be 
focused on Christ— His pre-eminence and His presence. Merely, affirming the facts is insufficient.   

Orthodox Islam, for example, has considerable respect for Jesus. They have great respect for Him as a prophet. The Koran refers to him 
at least a dozen times. These passages affirm His virgin birth, His sinlessness, His miracles, His inspiration by the Holy Spirit, and His 
second coming. There is actually a “Jesus minaret” at the Damascus mosque where, it is believed, Jesus will mark the spot of Jesus’ 
second coming. Although Mohammed denied Jesus was the “Son of God”, because he mistakenly understood the title in physical 
terms, he did acknowledge Jesus to be the “Word of God”.  

Hindus also greatly revere Jesus. Gandhi had the greatest regard for Jesus and loved the Sermon on the Mount which he said, “went 
straight to my heart”. Hindus would gladly assimilate Jesus if it wasn’t for his exclusive claims.  

It is true the word, “Christianity”, never occurs in the Bible. Jesus and the apostles did not set out to start a new religion. They did in-
tend to bear witness to God and share the good news which was now offered in Jesus name. Those who received this offer were not 
called Christians at first. In fact, “Christian” only occurs 3 times in the New Testament (Acts 11.26; 26.28; 1 Peter 4.16). Instead the 
earliest followers of Jesus were called “people of the way” (Acts 9.2, 19.9, 23; 22.4; 24.14, 22), In the gospels Christians are called 
“disciples” and in the rest of the New Testament we are called “beloved”, “saints”, “children of God”, “little children, and “brethren” — 
the most common word occurring over 200 times.   

No matter our title, the New Testament is clear. A Christian is a woman or man who worships Jesus the Lord, receives Jesus the Savior, 
and relates with Jesus the friend of sinners. Christianity is Christ not doctrine. The uniqueness of Christianity is Christ not the Church. 
The uniqueness of Christianity is that it is a community of people who have Christ in them.  

It is the person of Jesus in relationship with His people that makes Him and us unique. No other religion professes to be in relation-
ship with its founder. Jews do not claim to be in relationship with Moses or Abraham; Buddhists do not claim to be in a relationship 
with Buddha. Moslems do not claim to have a relationship with Mohammed. But even the most casual reading of the New Testament 
reveals that these writers/witnesses actually believe that they are in a life-giving relationship with Jesus and that we can be too!   

This life-giving relationship is described through the liberal and diverse use of prepositions in the New Testament. Thus we are  
saved through Christ our Mediator;  
   built on Christ our Foundation;   
      placed under Christ our Lord  
         hidden away with Christ our Secret  
      persevere unto Christ our goal  
   live for Christ who loved us and died for us; and we    
live like Christ whose example we strive to imitate.  

Oh… and I left one preposition out — “in”. This week we are going to look at verses which represent a small sampling of the rich variety 
of “in Christ” verses in the New Testament. “In Christ” verses beckon our time and reflection because they highlight our personal and 
common union with Him. Legalism preys upon saints whose faith becomes externalized into a series of checklists that define belief, 
belonging, and behavior. "In Christ” verses insure that it is this relationship that defines us, inspires us, directs us, and it is this rela-

tionship we prize…  Enjoy your LifeGroup!  Mark 

 for the week of 11 October: Your English teacher was right— prepositions matter! 



 

 

 
If you could have an endless supply of food, what would you get? 

 
 
 
As you read the following verses, please take the time to look up and read the verses preceding and following the references cited... 
Romans 3.24: "being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is IN Christ Jesus."   

Describe in your own words what “redemption” means.   

 

What does it mean that “redemption” is IN Jesus Christ?   

 

Do you think there can be redemption that is not found IN Christ? Why or why not?  

 

Romans 6.11: "Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God IN Christ Jesus."   

What does it mean to be “alive to God IN Christ Jesus”?     

Why do you think Paul emphasizes “in Christ Jesus” as he exhorts us be "alive to God"?  

 

Romans 6.23: "For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life IN Christ Jesus our Lord."   Paul 
defines the “free gift of God” as "eternal life IN Christ Jesus". Notice that the gift is not solely "eternal life" -- the 
gift is eternal life IN Christ Jesus.  

What does this gift mean? Why do you think Paul connects "eternal life" and "in Christ"?  

 

What does it mean to you? Does it really make a difference in/for your life?  How? 

 

2 Corinthians 3.14: "But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the 
same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed IN Christ."   

What is the “veil” mentioned here?   

 

What does it mean for the veil “to be lifted IN Christ”? 	

 

Based on this verse, do you think it is realistic for Christians to expect people, who do not yet share our faith, to “behave” in manner 
consistent with what we “believe"? Why or why not?  

 

2 Corinthians 5.17. "Therefore if anyone is IN Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new 
things have come."   

What is the promise of this verse? What does it mean, to you, to be a “new creature/creation”?   
 

 reflecting on “in Christ”………………………………………………………… 

 getting to know one another… 



 

 

What “new things” have you experienced "in Christ"?  

 

Read Ephesians 2.10. "For we are His workmanship, created IN Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand so that we would walk in them."   

what do you think it means to be "created in Christ"?  

 

what are the "good works" you were created for?   

 

do you think there is a difference between good works IN Christ and good works "outside" of Jesus? Why or why not?  

 

Romans 12.5 and Galatians 3.28: "So we, who are many, are one body IN Christ, and individually members one of 
another... There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for 
you are all one IN Christ Jesus."   

What do we learn about Christian community from these verses? 

 

Why do you think Paul feels the need to root this understanding “in Christ”?  

 

How can my LifeGroup encourage my union with Christ?  

 

Should relationships "in Christ" look and feel different than relationships "outside of Christ"? Why or why not?  

 

It is clear that Paul's understanding of "in Christ" has implications for sharing our faith in hopes of influencing others toward Jesus. 
How comfortable are you in sharing faith with others?  

 

How can your LifeGroup be a safe place to explore, discover, and encourage  a personal and communal life in Christ?  

 

 

What steps can I take to celebrate my identity in Christ? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 my prayer requests (think of what you want to share in advance)… 

 praying for my  group…



 

 
 


