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Followers of Jesus are RUINED because followers of Jesus 
recognize that their lives are no longer their own. We have 
surrendered our lives to a new Master. Our identity, our moral 
compass, our understanding of power, and our perception of 
others are now defined and directed by our new Master – 
Jesus. We are called, “disciple” (lit. “learner” in Greek) 
because we are in a relationship that hungers to learn from 
Him.  

This relationship is catalyzed once we are conscious of our 
Master’s call to “follow me”. This call always involves leaving... 
this can include places, preoccupations, a prior sense of 
purpose, and even people... A Christian, like Abraham, is a 
man or woman who hears God's call to leave and follow: 

we leave our sin and surrender to His grace...  

 we leave our view of the world and embrace His Kingdom...  

   we leave our self-interest and embrace His service...  

     we leave reciprocity and express His unconditional 
kindness...  

in short, we leave "self-image" so that we might be 
transformed into His image (2 Corinthians 3.17; Colossians 
3.9). 

This week we are going to take a break from Romans but not 
from a RUINED life. We all share a RUINED life if we have been 
called to Jesus. Therefore, we cannot reflect on our calling 
without considering afresh our relationship with Christ, the 
embrace of His grace, our obedience to His Word, our 
commitment to His compassion, and our willingness to serve 
Him. 

ENJOY your LifeGroup! Mark

Christianity without discipleship is always 
Christianity without Christ. 

– Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

The dullness that overshadows a passive person is 
increased by the mounting number of times one 
doesn’t respond to the promptings of God.  

– Greg Manalli

Keep track of your LifeGroup’s prayer needs here... 
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 Praying for my group...
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 Sermon notes…

Children’s Musical Rehearsals- moves to 
the Worship Center, Nov 2, 4-6 PM 
Night Shift Class with Jim Foreman 
Nov 2 8:30-9:45am in the Youth Center. 
Inspired Hands- Nov 15, 9am-2pm in the 
Children’s Center 
Welcome to Faith- Nov 16 after worship 
in the Children’s Center. Do you feel new 
to Faith? Sign up at the Welcome Table 
or online for this free lunch! 
Third Sunday Prayer- Nov 16 
6:30-8:00 PM in the Worship Center

 this week @ FCC highlighting...
        Christmas In A 
        Shoebox: We at 
        Homes of Special 
                       Projects have our 
        list and we are 
checking it twice. This year will be the 
6th Annual Christmas In A Shoebox 
Drive for the children of Casa de Oracion 
Torre Fuerte in Ensenada, Mexico. Stop 
by the table in the Courtyard Sundays, 
Nov 2-30. Stop by and learn how to 
participate, sponsor a specific child, get 
a list of items for the shoeboxes, or make 
a donation.



If you were a circus performer, what would you do?  .............................
  ......................................................................................................................

Is there anything from Jim Foreman’s message on Sunday you want 
to discuss?  ...................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
Read Genesis 12.1-3; Matthew 4.18-22. We are called BY God/Jesus: 
how did you first hear God's call to love, follow, and serve?  ...................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
We are called TO God/Jesus: we are not called to the law or a 
teaching but to a Person. When did you first experience faith as a 
relationship with God/Jesus?  ...................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
We are called to LEAVE: there is a cost for everyone at some point in 
time… while contributing nothing we may have to give up 
everything. What has it "cost" you to answer God's call?  .....................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
We are called to RECEIVE: faith gives us a calling that will introduce 
us to new people, new opportunities, new love, new understanding, 
and new vision. What are some of the "new" you have received since 
answering God's call to follow?  ...............................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
We are called to A COMMUNITY: while our call is personal we are 
called to follow with others. How does being part of a community 
encourage your faith and your "friendship" with God?  ........................
  ......................................................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................................

 Getting to know one another better ...
We are called to BE something we are not NOW: when we start our 
journey there is a promise of a big change. God tells Abraham that 
he will oversee a great nation and be God's conduit of divine 
blessing to all people. Jesus tells  his disciples that He will make them 
fishers of men. How has your relationship with God changed or is 
changing your life?  ....................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
What "change points" do you think you see on the horizon before 
you?  .............................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
We are called to GO somewhere we DON'T KNOW. Faith, by its very 
nature, must embrace the unseen and the unknown (see Hebrews 
11.1). How does your faith help you to navigate uncertainty and 
persevere despite challenge?  ..................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
We are called to RELATE to people familiar and new along the way. 
Abraham takes family and new people he acquired in Haran. The 
disciples are part of a new community they do not choose… both 
Abraham and the disciples will travel to new lands where they will be 
strangers and witnesses among new people and culture.  
       If faith is a journey that begins in a "land you leave" for a "new 
land you do not yet know", where are you now? Who are the people 
God has placed in your life to encourage you? Who are the "new 
people" who have showed up on your journey that, you believe, God 
wants to you to love, serve, and influence towards Jesus? How will 
you do this?  ................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................................

 Reflecting on the IMPACT of Abraham’s/a disciple’s  call...

 Reviewing the marks of Abraham’s/a disciple’s call…


