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I noticed it the week before Halloween. Then I saw it on TV on 
November 1st, and heard it on the radio driving home from Church 
on November 2nd. I should not have been surprised, but surprised I 
was. In fact, every year the full court press of Christmas marketing 
that wants to invade our bank accounts always catches me offguard. 
Advertisers tell us that this season is all about giving-- but we all 
know that is "Madison-Ave-Speak" for "buying". Still perhaps it 
could be helpful for us to center ourselves for the season ahead by 
reflecting on "giving" this week– specifically, giving to the Lord.  
The entire Bible has a great deal to say about money and giving 
(tithing) but on these two points The New Testament is clear:  
First, we shall want to give. This is part of the inner revolution that 
begins when the Holy Spirit enters our lives.  So complete is our 
transformation in Christ that Paul can expect a thief to go from 
taking to giving without even a twelve-step program (Ephesians 
4.28)! 
Second, we shall see ourselves as accountable to God for our use of 
money. “Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be 
rich in good works and should give happily to those in need, always 
being ready to share with others whatever God has given 
them” (1Timothy 6.17-19).  In the New Testament giving is not 
merely a duty. It is a highly personal demonstration of our love to 
the Lord— “for where your treasure is there your heart will be 
also” (Matthew 6.21). Whether I have a lot or a little is immaterial 
because my desire will be to give a portion of my income to God. 
The Jews gave a minimum of 10 percent and I do not see how a 
Christian can give less.  
There is tragic irony in the fact that the average evangelical Christian 
tithes 2% of his/her income to God and pays 30% of his/her income 
in tax to Uncle Sam. Could it be that God is saying to the Church in 
the U.S., “Because you have trusted in money and withheld the tithe 
from me I will plunder your riches so that you will not see the gain?” 
Is it mere coincidence that taxes began to increase when the Church 
began to decrease the tithe? Think of what the Church could do for 
the poor, the illiterate, the migrant, the children, etc. if we tithed just 
10%. We would do well to question any spirituality, including our 
own, where the love and power of Jesus Christ has not triumphed 
over our spending and giving habits… The call to give is just as clear 
as the call to pray or the call to serve…  

Enjoy your LifeGroup! Mark

A checkbook is a theological document; it will tell you 
who and what you worship. 

– Billy Graham

Keep track of your LifeGroup’s prayer needs here... 
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 Praying for my group...
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 Sermon notes…

High School Fall Retreat- Nov 21-23 
Night Shift Class with Jim Foreman 
Nov 23, 8:30-9:45am in the Youth Center. 
Children’s Musical Rehearsals- Nov 23, 
4-6 PM in the Worship Center 
Christmas Tree Giveaway- Nov 29th 
8:30- 1:00pm in the Playground Area 
Family Sunday- Nov 30th all the children 
will join us in worship.  Nursery is 
available, but No Family Room 
Christmas Eve Celebration 
December 24 at 6 PM

 this week @ FCC highlighting...
        Christmas In A 
        Shoebox: We at 
        Homes of Special 
                       Projects have our 
        list and we are 
checking it twice. This year will be the 
6th Annual Christmas In A Shoebox 
Drive for the children of Casa de Oracion 
Torre Fuerte in Ensenada, Mexico. Stop 
by the table in the Courtyard Sundays, 
Nov 2-30. Stop by and learn how to 
participate, sponsor a specific child, get 
a list of items for the shoeboxes, or make 
a donation.



What is one of your most favorite gifts you have ever given to 
someone? Why?  .........................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................

God measures His people's faithfulness by the devotion they express 
through their tithes or lack thereof. In the Old Testament, 
Deuteronomy emphasized the necessity of all virtues as the context 
in which the tithe is given (see especially Dt. 14:22–29). By Jesus’ time 
the Pharisees had legalized the whole affair, and Jesus spoke against 
their tithing because of the way that it was often practiced with no 
regard for justice, the love of God, mercy, and faith (Matthew. 23:23).  

Godly scholars debate whether the New Testament explicitly teaches 
the ongoing practice of the tithe. Suffice it to say that if the New 
Testament does not teach the practice it is because the bar is set 
higher than 10%! For the Christian, the bar is now set by the Holy 
Spirit's inspiration to exceed the tithe and give generously without 
calculation (see 2 Corinthians 9). Paul, like Deuteronomy (12.7, 11f, 
17f; 14.26) urges us to give with a cheerful heart (2 Corinthians 9.7). 
Read Malachi 3:7–12. What is the main problem with God’s people 
refusing to give their wealth to Him (3:10)?  ...........................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
According to Malachi (see also Matthew 6.21), what does a lack of 
tithing (giving) at least one-tenth of your earnings demonstrate about 
your feelings about God?  .........................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
The type of testing that God mentions in Malachi 3:10 is a bit 
different than the type that usually comes to the minds of some 
saints. Some saints actually think: “I’ll give the church a tenth of what I 
make this week and see if God doubles my money.” That’s gambling; 
it’s not faith. God’s point is that He will be faithful to us… He expects 
us to trust Him.

 Getting to know one another better ... What/who does God have power over (Mal 3:11)? Do you accept this 
reality? Do you trust in God’s protection and provision? Why or why 
not? How does trusting God impact our giving?  ...................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
How do you define God’s faithfulness? Do you think God 
demonstrates His faithfulness to you? Why or why not?  .......................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
Do you need to change the way you approach the issue of God and 
money? Why or why not?  ..........................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
Why will people/nations call God’s people “blessed” (3:12)? What 
might cause others (who do not yet worship God) to call you 
“blessed”?  ...................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
How does your monthly financial activity reflect the priority of who 
and what you worship?     ..........................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
  ......................................................................................................................
Write down five ways that God may be challenging your 
understanding of trusting in the Lord's faithfulness to you that might 
inspire and free you to cultivate a habit of cheerful tithing/giving. 
1.  ..................................................................................................................
2.   ..................................................................................................................
3.   ..................................................................................................................
4.   ..................................................................................................................
5.  ..................................................................................................................

 Reflecting on giving to God (tithing)…


