
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I get excited in September. I get excited about everything starting up afresh in our ministry 
life— youth, children, Opportunity Groups, LifeGroups, Children’s Ministries Christmas Musical, 
planning for Christmas, etc. September is also the U. S. Open Tennis Tournament, college 
football, NFL, and march towards the Fall Classic. Oh! And along the way school starts too!  
I realize I am perpetually on an academic calendar even though I don’t need to be— it has 
been decades since I took my last final exam. Yet Labor Day is New Year’s Day for me. It repre-
sents expectations, hopes, and re-engagement. It is also, for me, a season to reflect and recon-
nect relationally. September reminds me how much I cherish the relationships God has given 
me. God continues to express His affection, grace, and presence with me through the relation-
ships He embraces me through. I refuse to measure His faithfulness to me circumstantially. I 
continue to measure it relationally. Perhaps that is why the Apostle John writes: "The one who 
loves his brother abides in the Light and there is no cause for stumbling in him… By this the 
children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice right-
eousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother…  We know that we have 
passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in 
death…   This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and 
love one another, just as He commanded us.” (1 John 2.10, 3.7, 10, 14)  

LifeGroups are God’s gift to us. His gift that resources us to connect with His love and pres-
ence as He embraces us through community with others… LifeGroups insure that we will share 
our lives with others in the very place where life matters. LifeGroups facilitate a healthy rhythm 
of life that includes prayer with/for others, biblical reflection, and shared lives. LifeGroups are a 
place where we connect with people who are not our “type”; discuss themes that challenge us; 
and pray for one another amidst circumstances that may overwhelm us. In all and through all 
we will sense God drawing us closer to Him and to one another as His Spirit cultivates and 
nourishes community among us.  

A healthy and vibrant LifeGroup does not JUST happen. It requires God’s faithfulness and our 
intentionality. Your commitment, your presence, and your engagement will bless, encourage, 
assure, and strengthen your group. It will sow the seeds for authentic community where prayers 
will be answered and lives will flourish amidst the tangible expressions of God’s grace among 
you.  

Enjoy your LifeGroup!  

Mark  
 

 

 for the week of 20 September: Friendship 



 

 

 
 
Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor. 10 For if either of them 
falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when there is not another to 
lift him up. 11 Furthermore, if two lie down together they keep warm, but how can one be warm 
alone? 12 And if one can overpower him who is alone, two can resist him. A cord of three 
strands is not quickly torn apart.  
 
 
 
We are all different! We have different temperaments, experiences, gifts, and strengths. Yet, 
Jesus wants to bring us together to experience genuine community that includes friendship 
and authentic spiritual growth. Community does not “just happen”. It requires intentionality. 
LifeGroups are for those who want to build and experience community that gathers in expecta-
tion that Jesus is present and we will be too! Therefore, we have created the following expec-
tations for our LifeGroups so that, together, we might experience: 

a common call/story 
a common set of values 
a common expectancy 

a common vision 
and a 

vibrant community of friends 

   We will meet on ____________________________. 

   We will arrive between ______ & ______ and we will meet from _____ to _____. 

   We will make a 10 week commitment to our LifeGroup. 

   We will express our commitment by attending weekly, completing the Resource Guide 
beforehand, praying, participating in the discussion, and relationally engaging. We recog-
nize that these are key to a healthy group! 

   We will make a commitment to pray for one another in our gatherings and outside of our 
group meetings. 

  
 
Who were your best friends in elementary school?  

 

 

Who were your best friends in junior high/middle school?  

 

 

Who were your best friends in high school?  

 

 

 from the Scriptures: Ecclesiastes 4.9- 12 

 reviewing our commitment together 

 reflecting on friendship together… 



 

 

Who were your best friends in college or those years: 18-21?  

 

 

How did your friendships change over all those years? Did any of those friendships continue 
from elementary school through your early 20’s? If so, why? If not, why do you think your 
friendships changed?  

 

 

 

 

How do you think about friendship now? What are the characteristics of your most meaningful 
friendships today?  

 

 

 

Does God’s faithfulness make a difference in our friendships? Should it? Why or why not?  

 

 

 

How can you contribute to building a genuine Christian community of friendship in your Life-
Group? 

 

 

 

How can your LifeGroup be a friendship-friendly environment in Christ?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 my prayer requests (think of what you want to share in advance)… 

 praying for my group… 



 

  

 Highlighting… 

Forge Men's Camp- Oct 16-18  

Join other men for a weekend away at the 
SW District Men's Camp at Camp Cedar 
Crest. Our church will be going on the first 
weekend offered. Register for this camp on 
MyFCC under Welcome to MyFCC. Registra-
tion is $145 ends Oct 9th. 
 
 
 

 
Sign Up to Serve the Awakening. Each year 
our Foursquare Southwest District hosts a Fall 
conference of pastors and leaders in our Dis-
trict. The purpose of the conference is to en-
courage pastors, inspire vision, celebrate 
ministries, and provide an opportunity to 
connect. The conference is staffed by both 
District Staff and a workforce of volun-
teers. Click on the EVENTS tab on our web-
site to sign up to serve or click here to sig-
nup. 

Wed, Sept 23 , 9:30-11:30 am 
MOPS Resumes in the Fellowship Center 

Sun, Sept 27, 8:30-9:45 am 
The Night Shift with Jim Foreman 

Sun, Oct 4-25, 11:45am-1:30pm   
Children’s Christmas Musical rehearsals 
in the Children Center 

Fri-Sun, Oct 16-18 
Forge Men’s Camp at Camp Cedar Crest 

Fri, Oct 16-18, 7:00-9:00 PM 
HER Ministries: Art, Friendship, and Delecta-
bles! 

 

Employment Opportunities 

We are looking for people to serve in our 
Moppets program doing childcare during 
MOPS beginning Wednesday, Sept. 23rd, 
9:00-11:30.  MOPS meets each Wednesday 
and this childcare opportunity serves those 
mothers of preschoolers. This is a paid posi-
tion.  

For more information, please contact Pastor 
Deb at 858-565-4808 or deb@faithsandi-
ego.org 
 


