
 

 

 

A Christian is, in essence, somebody personally related to Jesus Christ. Christianity without Christ is a chest 
without a treasure, a frame without a portrait, a corpse without breath. Christ comes to each of us with an indi-
vidual summons: “Come to me”, “follow me”, and the Christian life begins, however hesitantly and falteringly, 
when we respond to His call. Then, as we start following Him, we discover, to our delight and surprise, that a 
personal relationship to Christ is a many-sided, many-colored, many-splendored reality. We find that He is our 
Mediator and our Foundation, our Life-Giver and our Lord, the Goal and the Prize we treasure. He sets the bar 
we strive to rise to and He is the model we endeavor to follow and imitate. We learn that to be a Christian is to 
live our lives through, on, in, under, with, unto, for, and like Jesus Christ. While each preposition indicates a 
different facet of this relationship one thing is certain: in each case, Jesus Christ himself is at the center.  

There is so much in the world today which threatens to reduce the church from faithfulness and to distract her 
from the essential center— Jesus Christ. If the Apostle Paul was alive today I think he would address us with the 
very same words that he addressed to the Christians in Corinth:  "But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived 
Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ." (2 Corin-
thians 11.3) Everyone constantly needs to be encouraged and, when necessary, brought back to this starting 
point — a Christian is a person who is intentional, surrendered, and personally devoted to Jesus Christ. Richard 
Baxter was a “pastor’s pastor”. In 1656 he wrote a monumental work called: The Reformed Pastor. In it he wrote: 
“if we can but teach Christ to our people we teach them all”.   

In order to encourage and release this kind of devotion that cultivates spiritual health, vitality, and fruitful mis-
sion we must be a Christian community that personally embraces and clearly testifies to the claims that Jesus 
made concerning Himself. The simple fact is that Jesus cannot be the Center — our Center—  if we are person-
ally uncertain or ambivalent concerning the claims He made about Himself. So it is the claims of Christ — at least 
some of them— that we turn our attention to this week.  

Enjoy your LifeGroup!  Mark 

 

 

“Blessed are the eyes which see the things you see, for I say to you, that many prophets and 
kings wished to see the things which you see, and did not see them, and to hear the things which 
you hear, and did not hear them…  These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and 
the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 

Luke 10.23-24; 24.44 

 For the week of 18 October: the claims of Christ – is He ludicrous or Lord? 

 From the Scriptures… 



 

 

 

If you could spend time with any “great person” past or present — not including anyone from the Bible (sorry!) — who would that be? 
Why?  

 
 
 
Please interact with the following questions as you read the Scriptures below. Do not feel like you have to answer every question for 
each verse referenced!  

 ◦ What about this claim stands out the most to me? 
 ◦ What about this claim challenges me the most? 
 ◦ What questions does it raise for me? 
 ◦ What is Jesus announcing/teaching/demonstrating through this claim? 
 ◦ Do I “believe” the claim Jesus is making?  Why or why not? 
 ◦ What response do you think Jesus is looking for when He makes this claim? 
 ◦ How does this claim challenge me to grow spiritually? 
 ◦ How does this claim influence, shape, or make a difference to how I live and/or relate with others? 
 ◦ Does this claim have any relevance for my LifeGroup? 
 
 
The “direct claims” of Jesus are claims that Jesus personally declares.  

John 6.45: I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.  

 

 

John 8.12: I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.  

 

 

John 11.25-26: I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even though they die, and whoever lives by 
believing in me will never die. 

 

   

John 14.6: I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  

 

 

Luke 4.18-21: “THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS 
SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OP-
PRESSED, 19 TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.” 20 And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat 
down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been ful-
filled in your hearing.”  

 

 Please read… 

 Reflecting on the direct claims of Christ… 

 Getting to know one another… 



 

 

 
John 15.26; 16.14:  “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from 
the Father, He will testify about Me…  14 “He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  

 
 
 
 

These are claims that are tied to Jesus’ actions — you will have to look this up yourself!  
He claimed to forgive sins: Mark 2.1-12; Luke 7.36-50  
 
 
He claimed to give life: John 6:35; 14:6; 11:25; 15:4, 5; 4:10-15; Mark 10:17, 21; John 10:11, 28; 17:2; 5:21.  
 
 
He claimed to teach the truth: Matthew 24.35; Mark 6:2-3; John 7:15, 46; Luke 4:32; Matthew 7:28, 29  
 
 
He claimed to judge the world: John 5:22, 28, 29; Matthew 25:31-46  
 

 
Judgment will be based on people’s response/attitude to Jesus: John 12:47-48; Matthew 10:32-33; 7:23  

 
 

 

 Reflecting on the indirect claims of Christ…

  My prayer requests (think of what you want to share in advance)… 

 Praying for my group…



 

 
 


