
 

 

 
 for the week of January 24, 2016: A bold and life-giving ministry 

Paul’s two letters to Corinth are wonderful letters to study because they speak with great relevance to the Church today. 1 
Corinthians opens a window into the life of a first century church. 2 Corinthians opens a window into a first century leader 
and the nature of Christian ministry and mission. This letter is intense and moving because we gain a firsthand glimpse 
into New Testament realities through the heart, mind, and eyes of the Apostle Paul. He is not ashamed to express his deep 
emotion – his strong love for the Corinthians, his passionate commitment to God, and his uncompromising loyalty to Je-
sus and His Gospel. The depth of his commitment makes me uncomfortable when I compare it with my own. Consider his 
passion for the Corinthians — his love, his zeal, his sorrow, his jealously, and his sympathy that led him to cry out: “Who is 
weak without my being weak? Who is led into sin and I do not inwardly burn?” (2 corinthians 11.29) How can this fierce 
love and commitment not cause me pause to consider my own?  

We learn in 2 Corinthians that essential to the life of the Church — the global enterprise we are a part of— is our common 
call to ministry and mission. At the risk of being redundant, let me say it this way: every follower of Jesus Christ is a serv-
ant of Jesus Christ and, therefore, is a minister under Jesus Christ who is called to the ministry and mission of Jesus 
Christ. You don’t have to go to college, graduate school, take an exam, get a certificate, or join an organization. Your only 
qualification is that you seek to surrender your life to Jesus, obey his call to follow, love, and serve, and unite with His re-
demptive movement called, “The Church". Our ‘credentialing”, as ministers, happens the instant we say, “Yes”, to Jesus, 
but it will take us a lifetime to learn yet never master.  

Essential to the life, health, and mission of the Church we are ministers of a commitment to what Paul calls “New Cove-
nant ministry". It must be expressed and experienced distinct from “Old Covenant ministry". If we do not define and dis-
tinguish New Covenant ministry from Old Covenant ministry we will end up trying to combine them. The results are al-
ways tragic because it produces disciples who are legalistic, who struggle with condemnation, and who possess a warped 
understanding of God. These are the consequences Jesus forewarned when He observed the destructive impact of pour-
ing old wine into new wineskins. (Matthew 9.17). We must be vigilant to protect New Covenant ministry from being in-
fected by Old Covenant ministry that will inevitably ruin the very lives Jesus has come to redeem. Who wants to allow 
that?! So, let’s reflect this week on the New Covenant ministry we are all called to share, celebrate, and advance.  

Enjoy your LifeGroup!  

 Mark 

 on ministry… 
Our ministry: We're not in it for the income; we're in it for the outcome. Seek Ye First the Kingdom. - Unknown 

Our calling is not to follow our hearts. Our calling is to follow His heart. Our hands will be his hands, our words 
will be His words, and our love will be His love. 

Christian legalism will always birth a crippled ministry with rules as the standard, obligation as the response, and 
guilt as its motivation.  This is a far cry from the Spirit-filled, joy-filled, and grace-filled character of New Testa-
ment ministry. 



 

 

 

Getting to know one another… 
If you could be the #1 athlete in any sport, what sport would it be and why? 

 

 

 reflecting on 2 Corinthians 2.17-3.12… 
2.17 For we are not like many, peddling the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we speak in Christ in the sight of God. 

     3:1   Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some, letters of commendation to you or from you? 2 You are 
our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men; 3 being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not 
with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.  

     4   Such confidence we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from 
ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, 6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; 
for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.  

     7   But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the 
face of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it was, 8 how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be even more with glory? 9 For 
if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does the ministry of righteousness abound in glory. 10 For indeed what had glory, in 
this case has no glory because of the glory that surpasses it. 11 For if that which fades away was with glory, much more that which re-
mains is in glory. 12   Therefore having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech... 

This passage is filled with comparisons, contrasts, and celebrations as Paul defines and distinguishes what makes a “New Covenant”/Gos-
pel ministry distinct. But first he distinguishes a difference in leadership. Describe the differences you feel he is highlighting in this pas-
sage.  

 

What does it mean to “peddle the Word of God”? 

 

 

Paul says that the Corinthians are his “letter of recommendation”.  

- Where is this letter written? (v 2)  

- Who is this letter written for? (v 2)  

- Who is the author of this letter? (v 3)  

- What was the letter written with? (v 3)  

 

What is the source of Paul’s confidence (v 4)?   

 

Paul describes himself as  “a servant of a New Covenant”. In v 6 he describes the nature and effect of the New Covenant.  

what is the nature of this New Covenant vs. the nature of the Old Covenant?  

 

what is the effect of this New Covenant vs. the effect of the Old Covenant?   

 

 

how does Paul go on to compare and contrast the Old Covenant vs. the New Covenant in vs 7-11? Describe this in your own words.  

 

 



 

 

What is Paul’s concluding thought in verse 12?  

 reflecting together on 2 Corinthians 2.17-3.12… 
If your LifeGroup is a “living letter of recommendation”— what/who do you think you are recommending? How is your LifeGroup a living 
letter of recommendation?  
 
 
What is the difference between “self-confidence” and confidence that comes through Jesus? Do you think these are mutually exclusive ? 
Why or why not?   
 
 
- How might you/do you benefit from a confidence that comes through Jesus?  
 
 
Paul describes New Covenant life as a ministry of the Spirit and a ministry of righteousness. Why do you think Christians frequently expe-
rience/express the Christian life as a series of rules to be obeyed? Why do people see Christians as condemning rather than life-giving?  
 
 
 
Do you think the boldness Paul speaks of requires a certain kind of temperament or personality? Why or why not?  
 
 
What does boldness look like?  How can you be more bold in sharing your faith? 
 
 
Are you comfortable sharing your faith in words? Why or why not?  
 
 
Do you feel you know how to share Jesus (the Gospel) with others? Why or why not? 
 
 
How do you share the Gospel of Jesus with others? 
 
 
How can your LifeGroup encourage one another to boldly share our faith? 
 
 
 

 My prayer requests (think of what you want to share in advance) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Praying for my group… 



 

 
 


