
 

 

 
for the week of February 7, 2016:  The truth is out there – there are aliens among us… 

 

Invasion of the Body Snatchers, The Arrival, Invasion from Mars, Area 51, Roswell, X-Files, the History Channel’s fascination 
with UFO’s, and the National Enquirer’s regular run of alien encounter articles all have one thing in common: the truth is 
out there — there are aliens among us. These beings are not of this world and they have penetrated every nation and all 
facets of society from the ordinary to the influential. Business, education, government, and military have all been compro-
mised. And you know what? These are not wild conspiracy theories. They are true. How do I know this? Because Jesus said 
so!  

Jesus declared that He and His disciples are “not of this world” (John 17.14). The truth is this: humanity is not alone in the 
universe. God has loved this planet and He has decided to launch a redemptive invasion. Just like any alien conspiracy 
movie, a plan is made to prepare the planet for His arrival. The first challenge is to transform ordinary human life into 
hosts He can inhabit. In alien conspiracy stories human transformation may occur through viral infection. Other times 
transformation of the host comes about through the insertion of a “seed” or parasite. In the New Testament this alien God 
breathes His Spirit upon ordinary people and they become humans that now “live, move, and have our being” in Him 
(Acts 17.8). Now filled with alien life (the Holy Spirit), the host’s purpose is to transform our world and prepare it for God's 
habitation. The prophets announce that there will be messengers who will labor on behalf of this alien God to make the 
"crooked paths straight that they might become a highway for the Lord" (Isaiah 40.3). All of this will be done in anticipa-
tion for that one day in the future when a new city — a perfect cube— will descend from the heavens to the earth establish-
ing the reign of this alien God and His people forever (Revelation 21).  

Seriously, the Church IS intended to be an alien community. Our mission, should we decide to accept it, is to complete the 
work of John the Baptist: “to make ready the way of the Lord” (Isaiah 40.3). This commission is so important that it is 
picked up by all 4 Gospels (Matthew 3.3; Mark 1.3; Luke 3.4; John 1.23), and is echoed in the words of the the Great 
Commission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations…" (Matthew 28.18-20). We are not here to advance the 
cause of any government, political party, or economic agenda although our mission may penetrate and influence each of 
these areas. Our mission is to influence and prepare the hearts of children, youth, women, and men to be responsive to 
God’s presence and call. Our mission is to express in deed and word the love, blessing, and justice of this “alien King” and 
His Kingdom. This Kingdom is already present (Mark 1.15) but will not be complete until every knee has bowed and every 
tongue has confessed that Jesus is Lord to the glory of God, the Father (Philippians 2.10-11).  

We must not avoid the tension of being “strangers in a strange land” by conforming to the culture around us (see Romans 
12.2). The tragic result of conformity is that we will loose both our relevancy and our capacity to influence and bless the 
very people Jesus wants to serve through us. Conformity will create an anemic transparency that will no longer allow 
God’s love, justice, care, grace, and promises to stand out. Conformity will conceal the presence of Jesus amongst us 
whose light, life, and love is what make us– His Church– distinct and vital.   

You are part of a great movement of God designed and destined to express and establish His compassionate presence — 
His alien presence— in our world as we endeavor to follow, love, and serve. We are not alone - we have one another… and 
even more, we have Jesus present and praying for us. It is to His prayer for us that we turn our hearts and minds this week.  

Enjoy your LifeGroup! 

 Mark 



 

 

 

 

Getting to know one another better… 
What is the strangest, weirdest, or funniest thing you have ever heard or seen in a local church gathering?  

 

 

 reflecting on Ephesians 3.17-21… 
Read John 17:1-26 

Jesus is praying for his disciples and also for "those who will believe in me through their message." That's the entire Church!    
What do we learn, from Jesus’ prayer, about what He wants the Church to be like?  

 

What are the qualities or characteristics He desires for those who follow Him? Make a list...  

 

 

 

 

In one sentence, write what you think Jesus’ vision for the Church is based upon His prayer.  

 

What does it mean to "glorify God”?  

 

How can we glorify God in everyday life? At work? School? Neighborhood? Can we glorify God with/before people who do not share our 
faith (yet)? Why or why not?  

 

Can you think of specific examples from Jesus’ life where He “glorifies God”?  Can you think of any examples when you have glorified 
God?  

 

How does our LifeGroup glorify God?  

 

How does Jesus explain "obeying God's Word"?  

 

What is challenging for you about obeying God's Word?  

 

Prepare to tell a story about a success or failure you've had in obeying God’s Word.  

 

Jesus longs for the church to be "one" and to be unified. What can we learn from Jesus’ prayer about unity?  

 



 

 

How do you experience unity? 

 

 

How can you personally help our church and your LifeGroup grow in unity?   

 

What gives you joy?  

 

In what areas of your life do you need God's help in order to have joy?  

 

Jesus describes His followers as “not of this world”. What do you think He means by this?  

 

What does it mean to live IN the world without being OF the world?  

 

Jesus prays that we would share the message so others can believe. What is the message Jesus wants us to share?  

 

Who do you think Jesus wants you to share His message with? How can your LifeGroup encourage and/or equip you? 

 

Jesus prays that His followers will be with Him forever. How might expectancy for eternal life influence your relationships today?  

 

Jesus closes His prayer: “so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them." What does it mean to you that Jesus 
wants us to know/experience God’s love and Christ’s presence in our lives?  

 

 

How do you experience the love of God and Christ’s presence in your life?  

 

 

How can you encourage others (including those who do not share our faith) to experience God’s love and Christ’s presence?  

 
 

 My prayer requests (think of what you want to share in advance) 
 
 
 
 
Praying for my group… 
 



 

 

 

   
Valentine’s Parents’ Night Out 
Sunday, Feb 14  5:00-8:00pm 

Looking for a worry free Valentine’s Day date night? Sign your kids 
up for our Valentine’s Parents’ Night out, happening Sunday Feb 14 
from 5-8pm! This is an awesome opportunity for children and par-
ents alike. The kids will have a chance to spend time with friends, 
craft, play games and share a meal, while the parents get a child 
free date night! 

Register online at faithsandiego.org. Please note that Thursday 
February 11 is the FINAL DAY for registration. Because we sched-
ule the right amount of childcare in advance, we cannot accommo-
date last-minute additions. Thanks for understanding! 

 

 

 

 

 
Friends of Tunisia 
God is moving in Tunisia! In 2010 Tunisian believers numbered only 
about 300, and now there are thousands. People request Bibles 
faster than they can be smuggled in, and teams of Christians work 
frantically to address online questions about who Jesus really is.  

Despite the growing threat from violent extremist groups, the Tuni-
sian church is expanding as young Tunisians reject fear and pro-
claim the hope of the Gospel to their friends and families. 

Our international partner, Aimee, has been living in Tunisia since 
2009, teaching English and women's self defense courses, caring 
for abandoned babies, and serving in a small Tunisian church plant. 
She’s fallen in love with the country, the food, and especially the 
people. Over the last five years we’ve been blessed by the videos 
she has shared with us of our Tunisian family members telling their 
stories so that you can see their beautiful faces for yourselves and 
be inspired and touched by their faith in the midst of adversity. She 
has two new videos this year, and tons of stories about a country 
that is changing faster than anyone can keep up with.  

Please join Aimee on Saturday the February 13th from 4:00-6:00 
PM in the Youth Room for a night of videos, stories, and a Q & A 
time. 

Highlighting… 

Feb11-13 - Healing Conference  
with Bill & Carol Dew, Fellowship Center 
 
Feb 14 - Night Shift with Jim Foreman  
8:30-9:45am, Youth Center  
 
Feb 14 - Valentine’s Parents’ Night Out,  
5-8pm, Fellowship Center 
 
Feb 15- Office Closed for Presidents’ Day 
 
Feb 19-21 - HER Women’s Retreat  
Pine Valley Bible Conference Center 
 
March 6 - Communion Sunday 
 
Mark 26 - Community Easter Egg Hunt 
11:00am - 2pm @ Cabrillo Park 


