
 
for the week of February 14, 2016:  There is nothing dull about Jesus… 

For we cannot stop speaking about the things we have seen and heard. (Acts 4.20)
 “Christianity? No thanks… too dull for me.” This is the impression from many non-Christians I meet who think that the 
Christian faith looks dull, restrictive, and divided. But here is the simple truth: There is nothing dull about Jesus!  
There is nothing dull about Jesus. Jesus is the most compelling personality in history. In His day some may have thought 
Him subversive, others radical, and still others considered Him dangerous. The one word no one would have considered 
using was dull. More books have been written about Him, more music composed to honor Him, and more art directed 
towards Him than any other figure in history. Go to nearly any country today and you will meet people who vividly describe 
their personal encounter with Him. In fact no minute of the day passes without men, women, youth, and children singing 
His praise and extolling His majesty. The sun never sets on the praises of His people.  
There is nothing dull about His teaching. No boring do’s and don’ts. No long sermons filled with empty and esoteric jar-
gon. No theological abstractions or spiritual elitism. His teaching was memorable and powerful. Nearly all of His most 
revered teachings were spoken outdoors. Women and children, as well as men, were invited to listen— and listen they did! 
On one occasion over 5,000 gathered to listen to this teacher from Nazareth. He spoke about money, sex, power, forgive-
ness, anger, peace, apocalyptic futures, heaven, hell, marriage, divorce, lust, and greed. His perspective was frequently 
revolutionary but never dull!  
There is nothing dull about the claims of Jesus. He claimed to teach the truth with the final authority of God Himself. He 
claimed to be able to forgive sins— something only God can do! He claimed that He would judge the world. He claimed 
that He was able to satisfy the deepest longing of the human heart. He claimed to be God’s Son. He claimed the right to 
receive worship.  
There is nothing dull about His challenge. Jesus did not send people away to write books, sequester themselves in monas-
teries, require celibacy, or offer good advice. He did not mince words when He said: “Come to me,” “Follow me,” “Sell all 
you have,” “Lay down your life for me,” or “Why do you call me Lord, Lord, and not do what I tell you?” He challenged his 
followers to pay their taxes, to love their enemies, to bless their oppressors, to become as servants, to rejoice in their suffer-
ings, to love one another as He had loved them, and to take up their own cross and follow Him. Dietrich Bonhoeffer sum-
marized Christ’s challenge this way: “When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die.” He does not call us, form us, 
and release us to be dull and boring.  

Anyone who finds Him dull has not found Him. That person may have seized the counterfeit clone that religion can create 
but he does not know Jesus! The Jesus I know will love you, surprise you, convict you, empower you, send you, free you, 
purify you, fill you, lead you, discipline you, forgive you, save you, deliver you, and bless you. There is no boredom in His 
presence. Even silence and stillness become alive with His fullness.  

No, there is nothing dull about Jesus…  
My prayer is that our life and witness, in Christ, will be a living repudiation of this lie. 

Enjoy your LifeGroup! 

 Mark 



Getting to know one another better… 
What is the funniest “awkward conversation” you can remember?  

 reflecting on John 4.1-30…. 
Read John 17:1-26 

Read John 4:1-30  
John 4 is a great case study on how to share our faith because we have the opportunity to learn from the best — Jesus! Make a list of the 
ways that Jesus engages this Samaritan woman. 

This is an unlikely conversation because Jewish men didn't usually talk with women, Jews didn't usually talk with Gentiles, and Jews usual-
ly took the long way around instead of walking through Samaria. Why do you think Jesus chose to walk through Samaria and to talk with 
this woman? 

The Samaritan woman was drawn into a very unlikely discussion with a stranger. What are some elements of the conversation that kept 
her attention?  

What is Jesus trying to get the woman to understand about the "living water" he is talking about? 

What sore spot/area of brokenness does Jesus touch in this conversation? Why do you think He goes there? 

What was the reaction of the disciples to Jesus’ conversation with the Samaritan woman? Why did they feel this way? 

What was the impact of this spiritual conversation upon the woman’s community? 

What was the impact of this spiritual conversation upon the woman’s community? 



Reflecting together on our own experience/commitment to share our faith… 
Recall a spiritual conversation you have been in. You might have been the Christian trying to share with a non-Christian friend, or you 
might have been the non-Christian talking with a Christian friend. What was that like? How did you feel? How did you see God working? 

Someone once observed that opportunities come to those who want them. Do you desire opportunities to share your faith with others? 
Why or why not? 

Do you find it natural to have spiritual conversations whether they be with believers or non-believers? Why or why not?  

Jesus is not afraid to cross racial/ethnic divides that separate people. Are there people who intimidate you or cause you to be afraid to 
share your faith because of their ethnicity, religion, culture, or appearance? Why or why not?  

Take a moment and ask God to show you the people in your life that He would like you to specifically be praying for to follow Jesus— this 
might include people you hardly know!. Write down their names and pray. Ask God to give you an opportunity to share your faith with 
them. 

How can your LifeGroup encourage/resource you to share your faith with others? How might you encourage others in your life/LifeGroup 
to share their faith? 

 My prayer requests (think of what you want to share in advance) 

Praying for my group… 



Highlighting is on the next page… 
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