
 

 

 
for the week of February 28, 2016:  Devoted to generous giving… 

 

But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. For we have brought nothing 
into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. If we have food and covering, with these we shall be con-
tent. But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which 
plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it 
have wandered away from the faith and pierced their themselves with many griefs. (1 Timothy 6.6-10)… Make sure 
that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I 
will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.” (Hebrews 13.5) 

Money is god for many people. It is taken for granted that we should get as rich as we can and that the more we have the 
happier we shall be. An improved standard of living is the goal of Democrat and Republican alike just as it is for govern-
ments and people around the world. In contrast with this, the Jesus we follow is remarkably unconcerned with the acquisi-
tion of wealth. There is no doctrinaire opposition to money in Jesus of Nazareth but no slavery to it either. In short, there is 
nothing wrong with money— but there is a great deal wrong with the love of money. 

What should be our attitude to money as followers of Jesus Christ? 

We shall not make money our goal. Authentic wealth is not measured by our net worth or our self-worth. Jesus Christ 
is our wealth; our provision; and our abundance. 

We shall not trust in our money. One of the most insidious dangers of wealth is that it tends to make us spiritually 
arrogant, independent, and unwilling to rely on God for their needs. Whether we are rich or poor, we are all tempted to 
think that all would be well if we just had more money. “Give me neither poverty or riches that I not be full and deny you 
or in want and profane the name of my God.” (Proverbs 30.8-9) 

We shall want to give. This is part of the inner revolution that begins when the Holy Spirit enters our lives.  So com-
plete is our transformation in Christ that Paul can expect a thief to go from taking to giving without even a twelve-step pro-
gram (Ephesians 4.28)! 

We shall see ourselves as accountable to God for our use of money. Scripture is clear: “Tell them to use their 
money to do good. They should be rich in good works and should give happily to those in need, always being ready to 
share with others whatever God has given them” (1Timothy 6.17-19).  Whether I have a lot of money or a little is immate-
rial. As a Christian I ought to give a portion of my income to God— the Jews gave a minimum of 10 percent and I do not 
see how a Christian can give less. In the New Testament giving is not merely a duty. It is a highly personal demonstration 
of our love to the Lord— “for where your treasure is there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6.21) For the Christian the issue 
is not giving it is stewardship— the recognition that we act as the administrators of Another’s possessions. 

There is tragic irony in the fact that the average evangelical Christian tithes 2% of his income to God and pays 30% of his 
income in tax to Uncle Sam. Could it be that God is saying to the Church in the U.S., “Because you have trusted in money 
and withheld the tithe from me I will plunder your riches so that you will not see the gain?” Is it mere coincidence that 
taxes began to increase when the Church began to decrease the tithe? Think of what the Church could do for the poor, the 
illiterate, the migrant, the children, etc. if we tithed just 10%. We would do well to question any spirituality, including our 
own, where the love and power of Jesus Christ has not triumphed over our spending and giving habits… The call to give 
is just as clear as the call to pray or the call to serve…  

Enjoy your LifeGroup!  
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Getting to know one another better… 
If you had a fire, what would you rush to save? 

 

 

 reflecting on Matthew 6.19-34… 
What positive values or habits did you learn from your family regarding finances, tithing, and/or generosity? Any negative ones? 

 

 

Read Matthew 6.19-34. 
 Jesus has a lot to say about money in the Sermon on the Mount. What do you observe about Jesus’ teaching/attitude about money? 

 

 

What are the dangers of being anxious or greedy for money that are discussed in this passage? 

 

 

 

Why, according to Jesus, should we not worry about money/material things? 

 

 

 

Why do you think we can’t serve both God and money? 

 

 

 

What (if anything) do you worry about most when it comes to money or things? 

 

 

The Kingdom of God is more than a territory where the King reigns. This phrase refers to God’s redemptive activity, God’s rule in our 
midst, and God’s realm. Therefore, God’s Kingdom embraces us personally but it is not isolated within us individually. God’s Kingdom 
embraces everyone and everything personally, relationally, and socially. His Kingdom calls us to bring our lives into a surrendered 
alignment with His values and priorities. In light of this: 

Jesus calls us to seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness. What do you think Jesus means by the word, “righteousness”? (see 
also Matthew 3.15; 5.6; 5.10, 20; 6.1, 33; 21.32) 



 

 

 

What do you think Jesus means when He says to seek first God's kingdom and His (God’s) righteousness? 

 

 

 

In light of Jesus’ teaching, what does God value? 

 

 

 

How does an awareness of God’s Kingdom shape or engage your understanding of wealth, generosity, and/or giving? 

 

 

 

 

Jesus observes: “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Review your spending for the last month. What does it indicate 
about the location of your heart? … don’t get legalistic on your answer. God knows you have to pay SDG&E, groceries, etc. 

 

 

 

 

Now, using “I” and “me” instead of “you” and “your,” rewrite this verse 33 promise in your own words and reflect about what it means 
for your own life, faith, and relationships. 
 

 
 

 My prayer requests (think of what you want to share in advance) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Praying for my group… 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


