
 
for the week of March 06, 2016:  The most generous giver… 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only son… (John 3.16) 
We must know this Scripture intimately if we wish to live a generous life. This passage reminds us that God does not ask of 
us anything that He has not first done for us. God is the first generous giver and He is the most generous giver. He has 
provided the highest model of generosity, and He calls for biblical people to follow.  

The generous person is someone whose heart generates love. It is not a sentimental or romantic love, but a love built on 
compassion and care. A love that is drawn towards the broken and fragmented people and conditions of our world. This 
kind of love values people because God values people. We love people generously because God loves people generously. 
Sometimes generosity may be accompanied by a righteous anger at systems and forces that perpetuate the suffering and 
ignorance of others. This kind of love cannot contain itself when there are opportunities to change lives and circumstances 
for those who are powerless to change their own situation.  

Following God's example, the generous person gives out of the treasury of his or her very best. God gave, from the depths 
of His love, His only Son. We generously give, from the depths of our love, our resources and abilities. We generously give, 
like God, by drawing near whenever possible. As God sacrificed his son, so we follow and give even those things that are 
most precious to us in our own personal worlds — including our calendars, our convenience, and our comforts.  

The generous individual is someone who, in a sense, lays the tracks for others to find eternal life. We do not give eternal 
life (only God does this), but we can give that which makes it possible for others to find eternal life. As biblical people, we 
believe that a solid proportion of our giving should go towards those activities that make Christ known and toward helping 
others to know what it means to follow him.  

Finally, I believe the generous person is a contented person. The generous people I know have learned to be content in 
times of plenty and need, health and sickness, defeat and victory, weakness and strength. Their contentment arises out of 
their identity, security, and comfort in Christ. The acquisition of wealth cannot increase it nor can the disintegration of 
wealth compromise it. Christ is the Source and Sustainer of our contentment.  

I believe it is the will of God that we become generous in every aspect of our life. But God will never ask us to do what He 
has not first done for us. As John wrote: “This is love, not that we first loved God but that God first loved us” (1John 4.10). 
God is the first to love. Let’s finish a close second!   
Enjoy your LifeGroup!  

Mark 

 a story on generosity… 
C. H. Spurgeon used to preach only once each year "for his orphans." At that great meeting many would 
come to hear the famous preacher, and an offering would be received for his orphanage. After one of 
these meetings he is reputed to have been leaving the building where the service had taken place when 
one of those "super spiritual," narrow-minded, nitpicking individuals accosted him with the charge, "Why, 
Mr. Spurgeon, I thought you preached for souls and not for money!"

Spurgeon gravely replied, Why normally I do preach for souls and not for money. But my orphans can't 
eat souls and if they did, my brother, it would take at least four the size of yours to give one of them a 
square meal!" 



Getting to know one another better… 
What is the most awkward/embarrassing present anyone has ever given you?  

 reflecting on 1Timothy 6.2-10… 
Read the following passage: 

1Tim. 6:2   Teach and preach urge these things.

1Tim. 6:3   If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, 4 he is conceited and understands nothing; but 
he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, 
strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, 5 and constant friction between men of depraved mind and de-
prived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.

6 But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. 7 For we have 
brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. 8 If we have food and covering, 
with these we shall be content. 9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many 
foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root 
of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves 
with many griefs.

As you review this passage:  

- What is Paul asking Timothy to “teach"?  

- What is Paul asking Timothy to “urge”?  

Is there a difference between “teaching” and “urging”? Explain.  

Based on this passage, define “contentment in your own words”.  

In what areas of your life can you celebrate contentment in today?  

As you read these verses, did the Holy Spirit identify any unhealthy attitudes that are keeping you from being content? Explain. 



What do you think Paul means when he highlights the benefits of “godliness with contentment”?  

What is this passage saying about the connection between contentment, generosity, and a relationship with God?  

What is one practical thing you can do to practice contentment concerning your finances?  

Who, among your relationships, models contentment to you? Why did you think of this person?  

Who is the most generous person you have ever known? What impact has she or he had upon your life?  

Describe an example from your life when you have given generously. What impact did this have on you and the recipient?  

How can your LifeGroup express generosity?  

How can your LifeGroup encourage you to seek/express a lifestyle of generosity? 

 My prayer requests (think of what you want to share in advance) 

Praying for my group… 



 

Children’s Ministry Annual Palm Sunday Pan-
cake Breakfast  Mar 20 
Children will gather in the lobby before service, to 
be a part of our Palm Procession on Palm Sunday 
-

Following opening worship, the children will be 
dismissed downstairs for our CM Pancake 
Breakfast at the picnic tables. 


Easter Sunday Celebrations: 
6am Sunrise Service/Pancake Breakfast on the 
playground.

10am Easter Celebration in the Worship Center.


Easter Egg Hunt 
You are the perfect person to host our communi-
ty at our annual Easter Egg Hunt! Fun, energetic, 
helpful & inviting people, like you, are what is 
needed in making this year’s egg hunt the best 
one yet.  To sign up to host our community, visit 
faithsandiego.org/eggcited.  

Highlighting…

March 13 - Night Shift with Jim Foreman  
8:30-9:45am, Youth Center  

March 13 - Baptism Class for children 
10:15 AM in Pastor Deb’s office (room 218)  

March 13 - Xtreme Faith 
4-6th graders after service - off-campus event. 

March 20 - Children’s Ministry Palm Sunday  
Pancake Breakfast following opening worship at the 
picnic tables 

March 25 - Good Friday Service 
7 PM Worship Center 

March 26 - Community Easter Egg Hunt 
11:00am - 2pm @ Cabrillo Heights Park 

March 27 - Sunrise Service/Pancake Breakfast  
6 AM on the playground unless it rains! 

March 27 - Easter Worship 10:00 AM 


