
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, 
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 

The scholars’ query: How can an infinite and holy God reveal Himself to finite and sinful man?  

The seekers’ question: What is God like?  

Philosophers, kings, theologians, priests, sociologists, presidents and chiefs, historians, and people of 
every culture and ethnicity have been grappling with questions like these for over four thousand years—
some without reaching any final conclusions. Inductive speculation has not brought humanity any closer 
to a meaningful consensus. Humanity’s search for the Divine has been like the story of the five blind men 
trying to describe an elephant. One feels the tail and says, “An elephant is like a rope.” Another ex-
plores the leg and exclaims, “An elephant is like a tree stump.” A third feels the trunk and describes the 
elephant as a snake. A fourth feels the body and says, “The elephant is like a wall.”  The fifth man feels 
the ears and declares, “An elephant is like a large leaf.” Our postmodern commentary would pronounce 
them all correct—but in fact they are all wrong.  

The world’s search for God has revealed a fatal flaw. We are the blind men who only see a part and then 
take the fragment we behold and make it into an absolute declaration of the whole. The truth of the 
matter is this: we cannot discover Him. He must discover us and we can only hope that God would want 
to. 

When the disciples wanted to be quite sure about the person and presence of God, Philip said to the 
Lord, “Show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” The apostle John records Jesus’ startling re-
sponse, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14.8–9). 

These words have staggering implications for the world’s search for God. They beckon us to recognize 
that in Christ,  

God has discovered us.  

The quest is over; our sojourn has a destination. 

 Jesus clearly reveals to us that our God is our Father as He shows and demonstrates to us  
      our Father’s nature,  
          our Father’s attributes,  
              our Father’s purposes, 
                  our Father’s love for us,  
                      our Father’s blessing,  
                          our Father’s justice, and  
                              our Father’s desire  

to bring us into a personal and loving relationship with Himself which is destined to last forever. 

Those who wish to know God and this life that He offers us must now begin a new pilgrimage that fol-
lows Christ's journey from Cradle through Resurrection into the arms of a God who is our Father who is 
in heaven… 

Enjoy your LifeGroup,   

Mark  

 for the week of 10 April: Our Father who is in heaven… 



 

 

 

 

 

When you think about growing up as a son or daughter… what is one of your fondest memories that might celebrate that relation-
ship? 
 

 
 

Read Romans 8.1-17. As you read, make a list of the ways Paul describes the Christian life in 
these verses.  

  

 

 

Review your list. What stands out to you? 

 

 

Why do you think the first benefit of life in the Spirit Paul highlights is "no condemnation" 
(8.1)? Do you think this is as meaningful today as it was for Paul? Why or why not? 

  

 

Based on these verses, what do you think Paul means when he urges his listeners "set their 
minds on the Spirit"? (vs 5-8) 

  

 

Paul talks about "putting to death the misdeeds of your body" (v 13). What does he mean and 
how do YOU do it? 

  

 

What is Paul's main point in 8.15-17? Why do you think this is so important to him? 

  

 

 

Does Paul's teaching on "adoption" shape/inform your understanding of your own identity? 
Why or why not? 

 

 

 

Does your experience of your own father shape your understanding of God as your Father? 
Why or why not? 

 reflecting on Romans 8.1-17… 

 getting know one another better… 



 

 

  

 

How might we use this truth to encourage one another's faith and experience -- especially if 
our own father's were unstable, absent, volatile, and/or abusive? 

  

 

What are the practical and relational implications of being a LifeGroup of sons and daughters 
of the same Father? 

  

 

What is one truth from Romans 8.1-17 that you would like to further reflect on and/or apply to 
your life this week? 

  

 

Paul says, that the Spirit of God testifies to our spirit that we are children of God (8.16). Set 
aside some time in quiet and listen for what the Holy Spirit may wish to testify to you… this 
might be a picture, an impression, a thought, another passage of Scripture. Come ready to 
share what you sense the Lord might be testifying to you. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 my prayer requests (think of what you want to share in advance)… 

 praying for my group… 



 

 

 

Highlighting… 

Annual Fundraisers 
MOP’S at Faith Community has a goal to be able to 
give back to the church and community. Every Year 
we do a fundraiser to help this amazing group of 
Mother’s of Preschoolers. The first way you can par-
ticipate will be our Baskets for Bid, the second is the 
First Annual Spring Auction and Dinner! 

MOPS Spring Auction 
April 22, 6-9pm 
Fellowship Center 
We will be having our First Annual MOPS Auction on 
April 22, 2016! There will be hors d’oeuvres, dinner 
and dessert. We also have some amazing things to 
auction off. There are items from restaurants, things 
for you to go and do and things for your home! As an 
added bonus, our very own Pastor Mark has agreed 
to be our auctioneer! Tickets are $10 to come to the 
event. You can get the tickets 2 ways, go on line to 
faithsandiego.org/mops, or stop by the table in the 
courtyard each Sunday between now and the event. 

Baskets For Bid! 
Sunday April 10 & 17th 
After service we will have our beautiful baskets on 
display so you can purchase raffle tickets and select 
the one you want to take home with you. These bas-
kets are filled with things for the backyard, gift cards 
to shop with and ways to relax. The winners of these 
great baskets will be announced the night of the auc-
tion, so come join us there too!!! 

Apr 17 - The Night Shift with Jim Foreman 
8:30 am - 9:45 am in the Youth Center 

Apr 17 - Third Sunday, night of prayer 
6:30-8pm Worship Center  

Apr 22 - MOPS Spring Auction 
6-9pm Fellowship Center 

May 1 - Communion Sunday 
May 8 - Mother’s Day Partial Family Service 
14 May - HER Spring Event 
9am-Noon Fellowship Center 
Upcoming Children’s Events: 
Jun 27-Jul 1 - Kids Camp 4yrs-6th grade 
Jul 11-14 - Creative Camp 2nd-6th grade 
Aug 8-11 - Science Camp 2nd-6th grade  


