
 

 

 
 

His name shall be called Wonderful... (Isaiah 9:6) 

Wonderful describes  

someone who is transcendently beyond the common…       
     someone who exceeds the ordinary…            
          someone who serendipitously stirs the soul with astonishment…                 
               someone who ineffably woos the heart, engages the  mind, & ennobles the spirit… 

Is Jesus Wonderful? Consider His birth—  no other has ever occurred like it. He could have come amidst pomp and ceremony or He could have been 
born in a palace and rocked in a golden cradle while attended by angels. But even this would have been a great condescension for Him. Instead Je-
sus comes incognito yet not anonymously. The swaddling clothes wrap the Baby whose flesh wraps the glory which is His incarnation. His name shall 
be called Wonderful… 

Is Jesus Wonderful? Consider His character—no other has ever approached its perfection. He is sinless but never self-righteous. Rich and poor, male 
and female, Jew and Gentile, legalist and hedonist, prostitute and Pharisee are equally welcomed by Him. His love is relentless, His favor is unbi-
ased, and His example is unmatched. After living closely with Jesus for three years His closest friends esteem Him so highly that they worship Him as 
Messiah, Lord, and Savior. His name shall be called Wonderful… 

Is Jesus Wonderful? Consider His life— no other has ever lived as Jesus lived. He came to bless and not to curse; to lift up and not to cast down; to 
save and not to destroy;  to free and not to oppress. There has never been the slightest hint of selfishness or self-interest found in the testimonies of 
His life. He never used His authority or His power for personal gain. He had the power to turn stones into bread and yet went without food for forty 
days. He fed crowds, wept for cities, healed the sick, ignored barriers of gender and race, blessed His enemies, forgave His killers, and purposely gave 
His life as a ransom for sin. His name shall be called Wonderful… 

Is Jesus Wonderful? Consider His teaching— no other has taught what Jesus taught. His teaching is simple and clear but never patronizing or conde-
scending. He is original and never pedantic. His parables reflect His creativity and His exhortations manifest His authority. He came without creden-
tials and made claims that are humanly unbelievable. He wrote no sermons, dictated no letters, published no books, founded no school, and com-
mitted his message to uneducated fishermen.  Yet His teaching has endured for 2000 years and has lifted nations and peoples out of darkness and 
degradation. His name shall be called Wonderful… 

Is Jesus Wonderful? Consider this… When Jesus was born  Rome ruled the world. Her invincible power and ubiquitous influence secured her an 
empire without rival in world history. 33 years later, in one of her least esteemed provinces, a man was crucified for sedition according to Roman law. 
His execution would have gone unnoticed by 99.99% of the empire. This man never launched an army nor did He ever carry a sword. On no occasion 
did He ever incite violence or organize a revolution. He exhorted His followers to pay their taxes, healed a centurion’s servant, and taught His follow-
ers to bless their persecutors. Humanly speaking His teaching should have been completely forgotten within a generation. Neither Rome nor Israel 
embraced it as mainstream or practical. 

Within 300 years of His death the teaching of Jesus dominated Rome. By then His life and teachings had been carried further than the empire had 
ever reached. Today Rome is a capital but not an empire. Her power is gone, her temples lie in ruins, and her gods forgotten. Today more people call 
on the name of Jesus than any other name. He has overcome every barrier known to humanity— gender, class, nation, culture, race, and tongue. 
Oriental and occidental are within His grasp. 2000 years later the world continues to be shaken by the compelling and relevant testimony of Jesus. 
You have only to lift up your head and look about you to see the wonder of His presence impacting our world today. His name shall be called Wonder-
ful… 

Is Jesus Wonderful? O yes He is wonderful and so much more…He is Counselor… He is Mighty… He is God... He is Everlasting… He is Father… 
He is Prince of Peace… Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end… 

Enjoy your LifeGroup,   Mark 

 for the week of 1 May: Wonderful! 



 

 

 
 

 

Can you remember the first person you ever wanted to follow or be like? Why? 

 
 
 

Read John 1.1-18 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the be-
ginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the dark-
ness has not overcome it.  
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about 
the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the 
light.  
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.10 He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people 
did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to be-
come children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God.  
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16 For from his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, 
he has made him known. 
 

Read John 1:1-18. What do we learn about the Word in these verses? 
 
 
 
 
 
The opening words about the Word are not easy to comprehend (John 1:1-2). How do you respond to 
the idea that the Word is both God and with God? 
 
 
 
 
 
John refers to Jesus as the Word, the life and the light (John 1:1-9). What do these images reveal 
about who Jesus is? 
 
 
 
  

 Exploring John 1.1-18 

 getting know one another better… 



 

 

 
Read John 1:9-11, why do you think people failed to recognize Jesus for who He really is? 

 

 

Jesus is the "true light that gives light to everyone" (John 1:9). What is the "light" you believe John is 
referring to? Can you think of ways you see the "light of Jesus" in the lives of everyone?  
 
 
 
 
What benefits does Jesus bring when we believe in him (John 1:12-13)? 
  
 
 
 
How has the Word's becoming flesh (John 1:14) made it easier for us to know God (see also John 
1:18)? 
  
 
 
 
How does the author describe their experience of living with Jesus (John 1:14, 16-18)? 
   
 
 
 
In Christ, we have "all received grace upon grace" (John 1:16) What do you think John means by this 
phrase? What are some examples you can think of when you have received "grace upon grace"?  
 
 
 
 
How have you been encouraged to believe through the testimony of others? Explain! 
 
 
 
 
 
Christianity is incurably evangelistic. What is there about Jesus in this passage that relates to your own 
life that you can share with others? 
 
 
 
 
 
Take a moment in quiet and ask the Lord to show you people that He would like you to share your ex-
perience of Christ with. Write down their names. Why do you think God brought these people to your 
attention? Come ready to share with your LifeGroup. 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 my prayer requests (think of what you want to share in advance)… 

 praying for my group… 



 

 

 

Highlighting… 

Annual Fundraisers 
MOP’S at Faith Community has a goal to be able to 
give back to the church and community. Every Year 
we do a fundraiser to help this amazing group of 
Mother’s of Preschoolers. The first way you can par-
ticipate will be our Baskets for Bid, the second is the 
First Annual Spring Auction and Dinner! 

MOPS Spring Auction 
April 22, 6-9pm 
Fellowship Center 
We will be having our First Annual MOPS Auction on 
April 22, 2016! There will be hors d’oeuvres, dinner 
and dessert. We also have some amazing things to 
auction off. There are items from restaurants, things 
for you to go and do and things for your home! As an 
added bonus, our very own Pastor Mark has agreed 
to be our auctioneer! Tickets are $10 to come to the 
event. You can get the tickets 2 ways, go on line to 
faithsandiego.org/mops, or stop by the table in the 
courtyard each Sunday between now and the event. 

Baskets For Bid! 
Sunday April 10 & 17th 
After service we will have our beautiful baskets on 
display so you can purchase raffle tickets and select 
the one you want to take home with you. These bas-
kets are filled with things for the backyard, gift cards 
to shop with and ways to relax. The winners of these 
great baskets will be announced the night of the auc-
tion, so come join us there too!!! 

Apr 17 - The Night Shift with Jim Foreman 
8:30 am - 9:45 am in the Youth Center 

Apr 17 - Third Sunday, night of prayer 
6:30-8pm Worship Center  

Apr 22 - MOPS Spring Auction 
6-9pm Fellowship Center 

May 1 - Communion Sunday 
May 8 - Mother’s Day Partial Family Service 
14 May - HER Spring Event 
9am-Noon Fellowship Center 
Upcoming Children’s Events: 
Jun 27-Jul 1 - Kids Camp 4yrs-6th grade 
Jul 11-14 - Creative Camp 2nd-6th grade 
Aug 8-11 - Science Camp 2nd-6th grade  


