
 

 

 

 

 

 

a child has been born to us, 
  A son has been given to us, 
    And the government has been  
      resting on His shoulders; 
        And His name has been called  
          Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
            Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9.6) 
 

Here begins the first lesson… Mind your verbs. Your past, present, and future depend on them. 
 

Here begins the second lesson… The perfect tense derives its name from the Latin perfectus meaning “carried through to the end, 
complete.” The perfect tense denotes action that is completed and over with, or a state already achieved and complete. 
 

Here begins the third lesson…the tense of choice for Isaiah is perfect not future. He is so convicted about the certainty of God’s Word 
that he writes about the future as if it was the past. This can only mean one thing—the future is history. Therefore… 
Trend prophets, demographic augurs, economic forecasters, environmental clairvoyants, and geopolitical seers 
 

Take heed… worriers, pessimists, fretters, optimists, and the fearful 
 

Take note… The future is history… 
 

We will beware of any speculative vision of the future that fails to: 
   give Him preeminence; 
      reckon with His righteous judgment; 
         recognize His sovereign rule; 
            take courage in His covenant-destiny; and 
               be assured by the certainty of His promises. 
 

 The future is history… 
 

Faith recognizes that the future is unknown.  
Faith rejects the notion that the future is uncertain. 
 

The future is history because we are certain that Christ completely holds the future. 
 

What can be added to it?  He is the First and the Last. 
What can be taken away from it? He is the Beginning and the End. 
What can elude His rule? He is the Lord Almighty. 
He is the one Who Was and Who Is and Who Is to Come. 
 

In Jesus Christ the future is history… 
 

What Isaiah saw prophetically we see historically—but not more completely than he did. Otherwise why would we be drawn to his 
prophecy year after year? Isaiah beheld the certainty of God’s future in Christ prophetically revealed to his present. He strategically 
oriented his life around God’s “historic future” and called Israel to do the same. God summons us to “back into” the future like the 
rower who goes forward while looking backwards towards a reference point on the horizon.  
 

Our reference point is the promises of God.  
Our destination is God’s promised future.  
 

Enjoy your LifeGroup,  Mark 
 

 for the week of May 8: The future is history 



 

 

 

 

What is your earliest memory concerning God? This can be a thought, question, and/or experience. 

 
 
 

Read Psalm 19 
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
2 Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 
3 There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. 
4 Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 
In them he has set a tent for the sun,  
5 which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,  
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.  
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, 
and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul;  
the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 
8 the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;  
the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes;  
9 the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; 
the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether.  
10 More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.  
11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned;  
in keeping them there is great reward.    
12 Who can discern his errors? 
Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
13 Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 
let them not have dominion over me! 
Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 
14 Let the words of my mouth  
and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, 
O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.  
 
What qualities and characteristics does the psalmist help us perceive about God, even though God is invisible? 
 
 
 
The psalmist views the world as we might view a work of art. How does seeing the world in this way help us to appreciate 
God's glory? 
 
 
The psalmist says the creation speaks in every language and in every corner of the world (19:3-4). What can anyone in the 
world know about God through creation? 
 

 Exploring Psalm 19 

 getting know one another better… 



 

 

 
What are some things about God that cannot be known through creation? 
  
 
The sun gets special mention (Psalm 19:4-6). How is God's glory particularly revealed in the sun? 
  
 
Which aspects of creation have helped you learn the most about God and His glory? Explain. 
   
 
Read Psalm 19:7-14. The psalmist shifts his emphases from speaking about God revealing Himself through creation to 
speaking about God revealing himself through His Law. The psalmist mentions God's law, precepts, commandments, and 
testimony. These are different ways at getting at the deep truths of God, which the readers of the psalms would know as the 
first five books of the Old Testament.  
According to the psalmist, what are the benefits of knowing God's law? Which of these benefits have you personally 
received?      
 
 
What can we learn about God from his law that we can't learn from creation? 
 
 
Why would reflecting on God's creation and His Law cause David to think about his own responsibility before God (Psalm 
19:11-13)? 
 
 
How do both nature and God's Law bring up the idea of sin and our need of forgiveness? Have you ever made this connection 
in your own life? Why or why not? 
  
 
God is a person who is making an effort to be known. How does God make His presence known to you?  
  
What steps can you take to "make yourself known" to God? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 my prayer requests (think of what you want to share in advance)… 

 praying for my group… 



 

 

 


