
 

 

 

 

 

 

God is unique. 
There is no other.  
There is no one like Him.  
He has no equal.  

Everything that exists 
from the Andromeda to an amoeba, 
From black holes to black panthers, 
was created by Him. 
He has enemies but no threats. 
He has friends but no peers. 

He is God alone. There are no others…God is exclusively God.  

We live in an age where exclusivism of any sort is close to being the unpardonable sin. Indulgent tolerance is encouraged so that it is 
understood that all religions are equally valid as expressions of each worshiper’s personal preference. What is often overlooked is that 
our confession of faith is based on the exclusive God whose inclusive love embraces all people. If God is NOT exclusive then the tenets 
we hold dear are, at best, moral aspirations not divine revelation. Take, as one example, our confession: "There is one God, creator of 
heaven and earth." From this exclusive confession comes the biblical understanding that: 

We are created in the image of a good and consistent God to be the stewards of His creation under His lordship. Therefore, human life 
is of ultimate value. 

The Creator is Good. There is no conflict in him. Evil is not a cosmic reality but simply the absence of the Good-- His good-- in our lives. 

We are called, as creatures fashioned by Him, to share the character of God, and yet we can choose not to. Thus it is possible both to 
progress toward and regress from the ultimate goal of experiencing His life. 

We believe the character of our Creator is the absolute standard of ethics, against which all behavior may be measured. 

We surrender our self-interest into the care of the Creator because this is the most personally beneficial thing anyone can do. 

We recognize that a right standing relationship with our Creator is the most important thing anyone can do. 

We feel it is our duty and privilege to testify to and share the truth that there is a Creator who made us and has desires to have a 
relationship with the created. 

For centuries the Jews alone stubbornly held these truths in a pluralistic world that contended against them. Why? Because they held 
a different view of reality from all their contemporaries. They alone believed in the exclusivity of God. He alone is the big "G" in a world 
of little "g" gods. If God alone is the ultimate reality behind all things then there can only be one such reality. And if there is only one 
reality Who created the world as an expression of his will and purpose, then to give obedience to anything else will end in 
disappointment, decay, degradation, disruption, and ultimately disaster. 

This week we turn to Isaiah 40 for there is no clearer advocate for the exclusivity of God then the prophet, Isaiah. His testimony heralds 
and reminds us that God's majesty, sovereignty, and mercy are expressions of His exclusivity. To deny this will deprive us of His 
presence, promise, provision, and purpose for life.  

Enjoy your LifeGroup, 

Mark 

 
 

 

 for the week of May 22: EXCLUSIVE! Read all about Him! 



 

 

 

 

 

What is your first memory of viewing our world from a great height (airplane, tall 
building, mountain top)? What impressed you when you saw "everyday sights" from 
high above? 
 
 
 
 

Read Isaiah 41 
1 “Comfort, O comfort My people,” says your God. 2 “Speak kindly to Jerusalem;  
And call out to her, that her warfare has ended, That her iniquity has been removed, 
That she has received of the LORD’S hand Double for all her sins.” 
 
3 A voice is calling, “Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; 
Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God. 4 “Let every valley be lifted up, 
And every mountain and hill be made low; And let the rough ground become a plain, 
And the rugged terrain a broad valley; 5 Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 
And all flesh will see it together; For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Call out.” Then he answered, “What shall I call out?” 
All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, When the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
Surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
But the word of our God stands forever. 
 
9 Get yourself up on a high mountain, O Zion, bearer of good news, 
Lift up your voice mightily, O Jerusalem, bearer of good news; 
Lift it up, do not fear. Say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 
10 Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, With His arm ruling for Him. 
Behold, His reward is with Him And His recompense before Him. 
11 Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, In His arm He will gather the lambs 
And carry them in His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes. 
 
12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, 
And marked off the heavens by the span, And calculated the dust of the earth by the measure, 
And weighed the mountains in a balance And the hills in a pair of scales? 
13 Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, Or as His counselor has informed Him? 
14 With whom did He consult and who gave Him understanding? 
And who taught Him in the path of justice and taught Him knowledge 
And informed Him of the way of understanding? 
15 Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, 
And are regarded as a speck of dust on the scales; 
Behold, He lifts up the islands like fine dust. 16 Even Lebanon is not enough to burn, 
Nor its beasts enough for a burnt offering. 17 All the nations are as nothing before Him, 
They are regarded by Him as less than nothing and meaningless. 
 
18 To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare with Him? 
19 As for the idol, a craftsman casts it, A goldsmith plates it with gold, 
And a silversmith fashions chains of silver.  
20 He who is too impoverished for such an offering 
Selects a tree that does not rot; He seeks out for himself a skillful craftsman 
To prepare an idol that will not totter. 
 

 Exploring Isaiah 40.1-31… 

 getting know one another better… 



 

 

21 Do you not know? Have you not heard? 
Has it not been declared to you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
22 It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, 
Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. 
23 He it is who reduces rulers to nothing, Who makes the judges of the earth meaningless. 
24 Scarcely have they been planted, Scarcely have they been sown, 
Scarcely has their stock taken root in the earth, But He merely blows on them, and they wither, 
And the storm carries them away like stubble. 25 “To whom then will you liken Me 
That I would be his equal?” says the Holy One. 26 Lift up your eyes on high 
And see who has created these stars, The One who leads forth their host by number, 
He calls them all by name; Because of the greatness of His might and the strength of His power, 
Not one of them is missing. 
 
27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, 
And the justice due me escapes the notice of my God”? 
28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? 
The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth 
Does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable. 
29 He gives strength to the weary, And to him who lacks might He increases power. 
30 Though youths grow weary and tired, And vigorous young men stumble badly, 
31 Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; 
They will mount up with wings like eagles,They will run and not get tired, 
They will walk and not become weary. 
 
1. Isaiah 40 is a sweeping portrait of the transcendence, sovereignty, and attributes of God. What are 
your first impressions after reading this chapter?  
 
 
 
 
2. List the words and/or phrases that immediately stand out for you. What do you notice about how 
God approaches His relationship with His people? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How do these verses challenge your understanding of God? 
 
 
 
 
4. Deserts, valleys and mountains (verse 4) are hindrances to transport and communication. If all 
humanity is to see the glory of the Lord, these obstacles must be removed. What are the obstacles you 
face in sharing who God is? How can these obstacles be removed? 
 
 
 
5 . Are you comforted from knowing God has power over the nations? Why or why not? 
 



 

 

 
 
6. Read Isaiah 40:25-31. Some people view God as an uninvolved Creator who stands at a distance to 
watch his world. Isaiah addresses this concern in verse 26. What is Isaiah saying, and why do you think 
he writes about God's involvement to this audience?  
 
 
 
7. Judah complains that God doesn't know what is happening to her (Isaiah 40:27). How does Isaiah 
respond, and why do you think his reply was important for Judah to hear? 
 
 
 
 
8. Which of Isaiah’s portrayals of God’s power over nature speaks most clearly to you? Why? 
 
 
 
 
9. In the Psalms and by through the prophets we frequently see the questions people ask God when 
they are in the midst of hardship and suffering. What question(s) are you asking God during this 
season of your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Which attribute(s) of God will be your focus of meditation, reflection, and prayer this week? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 my prayer requests (think of what you want to share in advance)… 

 praying for my group… 


