
“It’s the most wonderful time of the year…” begins the popular Christmas song for a Fall back-to-school 
Staples’ ad depicting a family shopping for school supplies with their children. The parents’ faces are 
aglow with eager anticipation that they would soon be sending their kids to school. I always 
resonated with this ad even though I felt a little guilty for feeling this way… September restarts 
everything I enjoy— it begins with the U. S. Open Tennis Tournament, college football, NFL, and the 
march towards the Fall Classic. Oh!… and along the way school starts too!  

I also get excited about everything FCC starts in the Fall — youth, children, Opportunity Groups, 
LifeGroups, Children’s Ministries Christmas Musical, the Christmas Tree Give-a-way, planning for the 
Advent/Christmas season, and returning to Romans — yes, we are returning to Romans!  

I realize I am perpetually on an academic calendar even though I don’t need to be— it has been 
decades since I took my last final exam. Yet Labor Day is New Year’s Day for me. It represents 
expectations, hopes, and re-engagement. It is also, for me, a season to reflect and reconnect 
relationally. September reminds me how much I cherish the relationships God has given me. God 
continues to express His affection, grace, and presence with me through the relationships He 
embraces me through. I refuse to measure His faithfulness to me circumstantially. I continue to 
measure it relationally. Perhaps that is why the Apostle John writes: "The one who loves his brother 
abides in the Light and there is no cause for stumbling in him… By this the children of God and the 
children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the 
one who does not love his brother…  We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we 
love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death…   This is His commandment, that we 
believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.” (1 John 
2.10, 3.7, 10, 14)  

LifeGroups are God’s gift to us. This gift resources us to connect with His love and presence as He 
embraces us through community with others… LifeGroups insure that we will share our lives with 
others in the very place where life matters. LifeGroups facilitate a healthy rhythm of life that includes 
prayer with/for others, biblical reflection, and shared lives. LifeGroups are a place where we connect 
with people who are not our “type”; discuss themes that challenge us; and pray for one another 
amidst circumstances that may overwhelm us. LifeGroups are an opportunity to learn and grow in 
our faith and spirituality as we listen and learn from others. In all and through all we will sense God 
drawing us closer to Him and to one another as His Spirit cultivates and nourishes community 
among us.  
A healthy and vibrant LifeGroup does not just happen. It requires God’s faithfulness and our 
intentionality. Your commitment, your presence, and your engagement will bless, encourage, assure, 
and strengthen your group. It will sow the seeds for authentic community where prayers will be 
answered and lives will flourish amidst the tangible expressions of God’s grace among you. 
However, this Fall I also want to leave you with a warning and challenge. If a healthy LifeGroup 
requires our intentionality then it also means that we can make our LifeGroup fatigued, frail, and 
even “sick” if we are erratic in our participation and engagement. In light of this, I want to ask you to 
really consider your commitment and resolve as you review the LifeGroup covenant. Your 
engagement will insure that your LifeGroup will be vibrant, genuine, and compelling— the best 
LifeGroup ever!  
Enjoy your LifeGroup!  

Mark 
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Getting to know one another better… 
Whatcha Got? Find three things in your wallet or purse which tell a little bit about yourself. 
Share your items, why did you choose them, and how do you think they describe or represent 
you? 

What 2 words best describe your summer? Why? 

Reviewing our commitment together... 
We are all different! We have different temperaments, experiences, gifts, and strengths. Yet, 
Jesus wants to bring us together to experience genuine community that includes friendship 
and authentic spiritual growth. Community does not “just happen”. It requires intentionality. 
LifeGroups are for those who want to build and experience community that gathers in 
expectation that Jesus is present and we will be too! Therefore, we have created the following 
expectations for our LifeGroups so that, together, we might experience: 

a common call/story 
a common set of values 
a common expectancy 

a common vision 
and a 

vibrant community of friends 
We will meet on ____________________________. 
We will arrive between ______ & ______ and we will meet from _____ to _____. 
We will make a 12 week commitment to our LifeGroup. 
We will express our commitment by attending weekly, completing the Resource Guide 
beforehand, praying, participating in the discussion, and relationally engaging. We recognize 
that these are key to a healthy group! 
We will make a commitment to pray for one another in our gatherings and outside of our 
group meetings. 

Anticipating our future together... 
What are your hopes and aspirations for participating in a LifeGroup? 

What is one way that you would like to grow spiritually this Fall? 


