
I moved to Morristown, New Jersey in 6th grade. I grew up in a neighborhood and attended schools 
that were highly integrated with whites, blacks, and browns. My closest neighborhood friends with 
whom I laughed and cried and played and stayed were black and brown. We played sports together, 
studied together, ate together, and got in trouble together. I fractured by wrist in one friend's yard 
showing off for his older sister, Phillis, who I had a crush on.   

Then came the day I sent out my invitations to my bar mitzvah and reception to be held at the 
Florham Park Country Club. Most of my friends declined to attend and then started behaving very 
awkwardly around me at school. I couldn't figure it out. Finally, one of my friends took me aside and 
told me the reason everyone was saying, "No". The country club did not allow blacks and browns into 
the clubhouse unless they were there to serve. I was shocked. This was the 1960's, we knew that 
country clubs, with an all, or almost all, W.A.S.P. membership did not permit Jews, blacks, or browns 
to attend functions-- much less be members. We just assumed because they allowed us to have my 
bar-mitzvah reception there that all of my friends would be allowed to attend as well. Apparently, the 
line stopped with the Jews-- lucky us… 

I wish I could tell you that we moved the reception but we did not… my parents had already paid 
money and it could not be refunded. The reception went forward but it was not the party I had hoped 
for.  

I remember arriving at the country club for my bar-mitzvah party and seeing the white members who 
were present to play golf and dine with friends and wondered, who were these people who would not 
let my friends attend my party?  Then, for the first time, I noticed the ethnicity of the women and men 
of color who were serving us and being extremely self-conscious. It was not that I was unfamiliar with 
racism that excludes and berates people. I had experienced it as a Jew.  That day I learned the vile 
truth of racism that relegates people to a social status that puts the aspiration and opportunities of 
the "American dream" beyond a person's reach and replaces it with something inferior and 
subservient. Would my friends, who were as bright as me, be denied opportunity, simply because of 
their skin color? 

Prejudice in any age is an ugly sin, and Paul deals with just such prejudice in Romans. The great 
danger after the edict of Claudius in a.d. 49, that expelled Jews from Rome, was that Gentile 
Christians in Rome would believe that God had quite rightly rejected his first chosen people for 
people like themselves. So Paul must offer a tour-de-force argument throughout Romans to battle 
such prejudice and the deadly theology that must inevitably spring forth from it.  

The Gospel Paul heralds gives birth to a new community that deviates from social norms because it 
ignores and tears down social barriers. This community looks different because it has a different King 
and is under a different rule. The truth is that such battles must continue to be fought and won in 
every generation of human history because humanity is still fallen. Romans is not about "sin 
management" it is a courageous call to be a redeemed community that shows the world an 
alternative that can be winsome, compelling, and transforming. Your LifeGroup will be an expression 
of God's intentional and preferred reality. 

Enjoy your LifeGroup! 

Mark 

LIFEGROUP 
RESOURCE GUIDE
for the week of Sept 25



Getting to know one another better… 
Here's an old icebreaker called, "2 Truths and A Lie". Compose 3 statements about yourself to share 
with your group-- have 2 be true and 1 be a lie. Quickly share and see if the group can figure out which 
statement is incorrect. 

Romans 11.25-12.1 
Romans 11.25 I want you to understand this mystery, dear brothers and sisters, so that you will not feel 
proud about yourselves. Some of the people of Israel have hard hearts, but this will last only until the 
full number of Gentiles comes to Christ. 26 And so all Israel will be saved. As the Scriptures say, 

 “The one who rescues will come from Jerusalem, 
 and he will turn Israel away from ungodliness. 
27 And this is my covenant with them, 
 that I will take away their sins.” 

28 Many of the people of Israel are now enemies of the Good News, and this benefits you Gentiles. Yet 
they are still the people he loves because he chose their ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 29 For 
God’s gifts and his call can never be withdrawn. 30 Once, you Gentiles were rebels against God, but 
when the people of Israel rebelled against him, God was merciful to you instead. 31 Now they are the 
rebels, and God’s mercy has come to you so that they, too, will share in God’s mercy. 32 For God has 
imprisoned everyone in disobedience so he could have mercy on everyone. 

33 Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How impossible it is for us to 
understand his decisions and his ways!  

34 For who can know the LORD’s thoughts? 
 Who knows enough to give him advice? 
35 And who has given him so much 
 that he needs to pay it back? 

36 For everything comes from him and exists by his power and is intended for his glory. All glory to him 
forever! Amen. 

Romans 12:1   Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because 
of all he has done for you…

NOTE: after meeting with all of our LifeGroup leaders we decided to try a different 
format to our Resource Guides. Beginning this week, the Resource Guide will provide 
you with a brief commentary of the passage we are discussing and a much smaller 
set of discussion questions. This will give your leaders more flexibility in leading the 
discussion around topics and themes that might benefit your group the most… So 
don’t be surprised if your leaders raise discussion points not contained in this guide! 

Commentary 
12.1. Therefore… I am a sucker for movies/tv shows that open with a shocking critical event that 
occurs in the life of the lead character and then abruptly cuts to a moment in the past where the story's 
narrative arc begins. When Paul begins Romans 12.1 with the word, "therefore", he is saying that what 
follows is the consequence of what preceded. This week we will review and discuss what Paul is 
referring to. With this in mind let's "time-shift" back to Romans 11.25…
  
11.25-32. Here Paul is summarizing his teaching that began in Romans 9.1. He is addressing the 
question or suspicion by the Gentiles (non-Jewish believers) that God has failed to fulfill his promise 
to Israel (9.6). This arose out of the perception that God had rejected the Jews and exiled them from



Rome because they had rejected the Gospel. In their absence the Gentile believers appear to have 
adopted an understanding that they were superior and more acceptable to God than their Jewish 
brethren because God was judging the Jews. Paul wants them "to understand this mystery… so that 
you will not feel proud about yourselves" (11.25). 
 
The mystery is this: Some of the people of Israel have hard hearts, but this will last only until the 
full number of Gentiles comes to Christ (11.25) … yet they are still the people He loves (11.28). He 
reminds the Gentile believers that they were rebels against God (11.30) but now God has been 
merciful to them instead (11.30). This hardening is only temporary. In the future God's mercy will 
return to Israel and they too will share in God's mercy (11.31). For the fact remains: 
God has imprisoned everyone in disobedience so he could have mercy on everyone (11.32).
 
11.33-36. God’s decisions about the world and about human matters, cannot be figured out by human 
beings. They come from the depths of His riches and wisdom and knowledge. Revelation is essential 
because God's mind is unknowable unless He reveals it to us. If we knew His intentions we could give 
Him advice (11.34) and He would need to pay it back (11.35). God owes us nothing… all we can do is 
receive and recognize that God is merciful and faithful -- For everything comes from him and exists 
by his power and is intended for his glory. All glory to him forever! Amen (11.36).  
 
12.1. Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because 
of all he has done for you…  "all he has done for you" is literally "by the mercies of God". Everyone 
in Christ has the same starting: the mercies of God. God does not extend His mercy as a response to 
our faith. Our faith is a response to His mercy. Surrendered lives is the response of people who 
recognize that their lives have been overtaken by God's grace. A community of surrendered lives will 
recognize that it cannot indulge or practice racism. How can we? How can we have prejudice towards 
other in our community who share the same mercies of God?  There can be no superior and inferior 
saints since all were trapped in sin and all have been redeemed through the same cross by the same 
Savior. 
 
God's mercy levels every ethnic distinction that humanity might consider the grounds for racism, 
arrogance, division and inequality. In Christ's community-- the Church-- there can only be a fellowship of 
equals who share a common Redeemer, have been adopted by the same Father, and who possess the 
same testimony of the Holy Spirit that each member of the community is adopted into the same family.
 

Reflecting on Romans 11.25-12.1…
The "mercies of God" is Paul's starting point for our relationship with God and our experience as a 
community. Is this your starting point? Why or why not? How might this understanding influence or 
transform your own relationship with God? How might this influence or transform your relationships and 
your regard for others regardless of their faith or ethnicity?



What do you think Paul has in mind when he urges the community in Rome to give up your bodies to 
God?  (The New American Standard Bible’s more literal translation reads: ”surrender you body as a 
living sacrifice".)

Can you give some examples for what it means or might mean for you to give up your body to God? 

How might this plea be a solution for addressing racism and division amongst believers in Rome?

How can your LifeGroup endeavor to be a community whose starting point is "the mercies of God”?

My prayer requests (write in advance what you want your group to pray for…)

Praying for my group…


