
 

A door can change your understanding and experience of the world you live in. 

When I was in 2nd grade we drove from our home in Michigan to visit my grandparents in Florida. We stopped 
for gas somewhere in Georgia and I got out of the car to use the bathroom. There on the door was a sign in ALL 
CAPS: "For whites only". I remember feeling confused, awkward, and uncertain about whether I was a "whites 
only" because we were Jewish. So I ran into the field behind the gas station to pee… That sign made me feel like 
I didn't belong. There was something about that door and its sign that made me feel disqualified for entry even 
though I later discovered I was eligible-- my father told me: "You are white enough for them." 

This led me to a second question: "So who was the sign for?" That day I looked at the world very differently. I 
saw other signs of prejudice on this trip but it was that sign that stayed in my head. The rest of that trip I would 
look at people and designate them as an " in" person or an "out" person… 

Something else happened on that trip as I continued to engage with that sign and it's power to divide the world 
into " in" and "out" people. I, the worldly-wise 2nd grader, "expanded the sign" to exclude other people who I 
thought strange, ugly, mean, stupid, or different. It became a game… but it was a game born of a 2nd grader's 
bias and prejudice. The problem was the game returned home with me and got me into trouble at school… 

Our sin creates and propagates social strongholds that inevitably divide 
people and render them insiders and outsiders. Racism and prejudice 
are a pandemic that have been around for 1000's of years. Consider the 
picture on the right. These two columns, with carved figures, are the 
Ephesus Gate. It was a door through a wall effectively marked: "For Ro-
mans Only". It divided the city between insiders and outsiders; citizens 
with privileges and aliens without. This was the way of the Empire --Cae-
sar's Kingdom. This was the way of the world as they knew it in the 1st 
century. 

But this was NOT to be the way of the Church. God inspired an alterna-
tive and counter-cultural vision for God's new society. This vision was 
expansive and inclusive. This great society would not grow through con-
quered lives. It would grow through surrendered hearts. Her lord would 
not be Caesar. Her Lord would be Jesus. Greatness would be defined by 
service not power. In this Kingdom "there is neither Jew nor Greek, nei-
ther slave nor free, there is neither male nor female for all are one in 
Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3.28). In this Kingdom all conventional divisions 
are rejected in recognition of the dignity inherent in every soul.  

This vision, for an alternative and counter-cultural Kingdom community, 
penetrated and changed the Roman world. What it did then it can still 
do now… it is to this vision of and for the Church that we will reflect on 
this week. 
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Getting to know one another better… 
What is the weirdest thing you have ever eaten? 

Ephesians 2.11-22 
Eph. 2.11   Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called “uncircumcised heathens” by the 
Jews, who were proud of their circumcision, even though it affected only their bodies and not their hearts. 12 In 
those days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from citizenship among the people of Israel, and 
you did not know the covenant promises God had made to them. You lived in this world without God and without 
hope. 13 But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but now you have 
been brought near to him through the blood of Christ. 

Eph. 2.14   For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles into one people when, in his 
own body on the cross, he broke down the wall of hostility that separated us. 15 He did this by ending the system 
of law with its commandments and regulations. He made peace between Jews and Gentiles by creating in himself 
one new people from the two groups. 16 Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of 
his death on the cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to death. 

Eph. 2.17   He brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from him, and peace to the 
Jews who were near. 18 Now all of us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ 
has done for us. 

Eph. 2.19   So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of God’s 
holy people. You are members of God’s family. 20 Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the apos-
tles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. 21 We are carefully joined together in him, be-
coming a holy temple for the Lord. 22 Through him you Gentiles are also being made part of this dwelling where 
God lives by his Spirit.

Commentary 
2.11-13. It’s a curious way to begin an encouragement, that celebrates unity, by reminding a people of 
the racial slur that their Jewish brothers and sisters use to call them! Nevertheless, Paul begins by 
reminded the Ephesian gentiles: Don’t forget that you used to be outsiders. You were called “uncir-
cumcised heathens” by the Jews. Just as the aliens or foreigners of the Empire lived apart, …were 
excluded from citizenship, and lived far away from the city center, these gentiles were living far 
apart from Christ; they were excluded from citizenship among the people of Israel; and they were 
once far away from God. Just as the Roman alien lived without the rights and protections of Roman 
citizenship, the gentile believers did not know the covenant promises God had made.  

But now everything has changed. You have been united with Christ Jesus. How did this happen? 
Through the blood of Christ you have been brought near to God. 

2.14-16. Unlike Ephesus that still has a wall that separates citizen from alien, Christ broke down the 
wall of hostility that separated them. Again, how has Christ brought peace to us? How has He united 
Jews and Gentiles into one people? Jesus did it in His own body on the cross. Through the cross He 
made peace between Jews and Gentiles by creating one new people from two groups… Christ recon-
ciled both groups to God by means of his death on the cross, and our hostility toward each other was 
put to death.  



 

2.17-18. Here is a counter-cultural Empire shaking vision. Whereas Rome sought to unite the world 
under the Roman eagle of Caesar by triumph and assimilation, God unites the world under the cross 
of Jesus. Christ brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away (i.e. aliens or 
foreigners) and peace to the Jews who were near (i.e. citizens) through His sacrifice on the cross and 
reconciling all people into one people through the ministry of the Holy Spirit. From now on there is 
only one people of God and all the people have the same promise and privilege: Now all of us can 
come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has done for us.  

2.19-22. In Ephesus was one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, the Temple of Diana. She was 
the ruling goddess of all Latin people insuring fertility, fruitfulness, and the foundation for the suc-
cession of power from ruler to ruler. She was the patron goddess of the powerful and the slave. Her 
worship was the cornerstone of the empire and her shrines populated the Roman world. Her idol was 
a hideous image of a woman covered with testicles whose stern and lifeless face coldly looked over 
those who must kneel before her. Like the Empire she ruled, her followers were merely subjects who 
existed to serve her. 

Therefore, what Paul says next is a subversive bombshell. The Ephesian believers are 
citizens of God’s new empire. They are not the subjects of Diana. They are members of 
God’s family. They are God’s house (i.e. temple) built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus Himself. They are carefully joined to-
gether in Him becoming a holy temple for the Lord. This “living temple” made from one 
people and united in one Lord is the true wonder of the ancient world. Diana’s temple 
is made of lifeless stone in which an inanimate idol dwells. This holy temple for the 
Lord is made with living stones (see also 1Peter 2.5) in which God dwells by His Spirit.  
There was no Kingdom and no Temple in the ancient world that would dare to risk what 
Paul declares. No wonder why the Ephesian silversmith incited a riot to capture and kill 
Paul: “Not only is there danger that this trade of ours fall into disrepute, but also that the temple of 
the great goddess Diana be regarded as worthless and that she whom all of Asia and the world 
worship will even be dethroned from her magnificence” (Acts 19.27). 

Reflecting on Ephesians 2.11-22… 
Does Paul’s vision of the Church differ from how you usually think about the Church? Explain. 

Paul’s vision of the Church is extremely counter-cultural. In what ways do you think a Church must be 
distinct to be effective? 

What do you think it means for FCC/your LifeGroup to be counter-cultural in today’s world? How can 
we be counter-cultural without being odd, hostile, and judgmental? Explain. 



We all grow up with biases and ways of seeing other people that are taught to us, whether purpose-
fully or just by circumstance. What biases or prejudices did you grow up with? In what ways do you 
recognize that those biases - whether toward ethnic groups, cultures, or generations -  are still influ-
encing the way you think today? 

Mark introduced a new vision statement on Sunday for Faith Community: to express 
and present God’s presence so we might bless and influence generations and cultures toward 
Jesus Christ.  

What does this statement mean to you? 

What is the relationship between our vision and our strategy: to follow well, love well, and serve well?

How can you express and present God’s presence with others this week? 

My prayer requests (write in advance what you want your group to pray for…) 

Praying for my group… 


