
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. (1Corinthians 
11.28) 

On March 5 we celebrated Communion together. I would like us to remember that we should 
practice the discipline of self-examination that precedes communion throughout the month until 
we return to the Lord’s table in April. When we come to Communion, we need to use our spir-
itual eyes to look in four different directions. This “view from the four directions” can be an out-
line for our prayerful devotion throughout the coming month. 

First, we look back to the finished work of Jesus on the cross. Jesus commanded us to have Com-
munion in remembrance of Him (Luke 22.19). Forgiveness is full and final through the cross of 
Christ. There is absolutely nothing we have done or suffered which cannot be carried by the suf-
fering of Christ on the cross. As we look back we can be assured of our complete forgiveness 
through Christ. 

Next, we need to look in. On the night that he was betrayed Jesus knew that “the hand of him 
who is going to betray me is with mine on the table.” (Luke 22.21) The rest of the apostles asked, 
“Is it me Lord?” (Mark 14.19; Luke 22.23) We must examine our lives to see if they are right 
with God and with others. It would be better not to take part in Communion than to do so con-
sciously harboring unforgiveness towards another — relationships must be sorted out first. 

Third, we need to look around. After taking the cup, Jesus gave thanks and said, "Take this and 
divide it among you. (Luke 22.17) Communion speaks dramatically and vividly of our oneness 
in Christ. We have more in common through the death of Jesus Christ than vocations, hobbies, 
nationality, or ethnicity could ever achieve. Blood is thicker than water— and when that blood is 
Christ’s, we have grounds for a unity which will ultimately overcome every threat and human 
division ( Ephesians 2.11-22). 

Finally, we need to look forward. Jesus said, “I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the 
kingdom of God." (Luke 22.16) All our blessings here and now are only a foretaste of what is to 
come when we shall stand before Him face to face. Most of us do not live in the freedom of the 
second coming of Christ. While we do not know the date of His return, this is certain: He shall 
either come to meet us or we shall go to meet Him! There is no other alternative! 

Let us ask Jesus to show us what we are not seeing— not simply our failures, but also our oppor-
tunities, not simply our sin, but also His mercy. 
Enjoy your LifeGroup! 
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Getting to know one another better… 
What is your favorite thing about living in the United States of America? 
 
 

 
Romans 13: Challenging nationalism… 
Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 
those which exist are established by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; 
and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. 3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for 
good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise 
from the same; 4 for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear 
the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil. 5 
Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. 6 For because 
of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing. 7 Render to all what 
is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. 
 
NOTES: 
v5.: “Conscience” refers here to the believer’s knowledge of God’s will and purposes. Christians know 
what Paul has just taught: that secular rulers are appointed by God (v. 1b) and that they function there-
fore as his servants (v. 4). The “necessity” for Christians to submit to government is therefore no mere 
practical expedient, a means of avoiding punishment; it arises ultimately from insight into God’s providen-
tial ordering of human history. 
 
v6-7: “taxes” refers to the tribute one was obligated to pay to the ruler; “custom” was the indirect taxa-
tion paid in the form of tolls or customs duties or tariffs. “Fear” if intended by Paul towards the authorities 
means respect for the “person” while “honor” calls for respect for the “office”. It is interesting that the 
next generation of Church leaders following the apostles understood this passage in a manner consistent 
with 1 Peter 2.17: “fear God; honor the King”. In this light Paul is saying: “Pay your taxes, fear God, honor 
the authorities.” This is consistent with Jesus’ words to “Render unto to Caesar what is Caesar’s and ren-
der unto God what is God’s. 
 
Last Sunday, Pastor Mark said that there were three theological understandings that provide the back-
ground to Paul’s understanding of the state. Two would be common to all Jews; one would be unique to 
Jewish followers of Jesus. 
 
1. Creation and Fall: In a broken world riddled by sin, government is now about maintaining order NOT 

stewarding creation as co-workers of God as originally intended. Government is temporary and will be 
overturned when Jesus returns and rules over a new creation (1 Corinthians 15.24).   

2. God’s sovereignty: Nations are not sovereign; God is. Nations are a but clay in the Potter’s hand (Jer-
emiah 18; Isaiah 45.9) — his tools for exercising judgement (Isaiah 45.1-7; John 19.11). Nations are a 
tool but the Church is Christ’s body.  No nation will endure when Jesus returns to consummate His 
Kingdom. 

 
1. Christ’s Kingdom: There is a new kingdom and a new King (Mark 1.15) under Whom we are citizens 

(Philippians 3.20: Ephesians 2.19). This Kingdom will prevail and usher in God’s new creation before 
Whom all nations will surrender (Revelation 21). The Church lives to serve this King and advance 
this Kingdom that can never be synthesized with the kingdoms of this world. To quote Dorothy Day: 
“After we render to God what is God’s there is very little left to render to Caesar.” 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Does the Bible’s understanding of Creation, Fall, and God’s sovereignty influence your understanding 
or perception of our nation’s government? Why or why not? Does it make a difference? Why or why 
not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to the Bible we are citizens of heaven— the Kingdom of God— (Philippians 3.20) who reside 
as aliens/foreigners in the United States. What does this mean to you?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We frequently focus on what Romans 13.1-7 calls us to “render unto Caesar” but before we reflect on 
this, what do you think God expects you to render to God first?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We frequently hear the phrase, “God and country”, when it is clear from Scripture that God uses coun-
tries for He is God above every country. Consider these words from Isaiah 45.20-24:    “Gather your-
selves and come;  
 Draw near together, you fugitives of the nations;  
 They have no knowledge,  
 Who carry about their wooden idol  
 And pray to a god who cannot save. 
21  “Declare and set forth your case;  
 Indeed, let them consult together.  
 Who has announced this from of old?  
 Who has long since declared it?  
 Is it not I, the LORD?  
 And there is no other God besides Me,  
 A righteous God and a Savior;  
 There is none except Me. 
22  “Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth;  
 For I am God, and there is no other. 
23  “I have sworn by Myself,  
 The word has gone forth from My mouth in righteousness  
 And will not turn back,  
 That to Me every knee will bow, every tongue will swear allegiance. 
24  “They will say of Me, ‘Only in the LORD are righteousness and strength.’  
 Men will come to Him,  



 

 And all who were angry at Him will be put to shame. 
How do you know that you put God’s rule, His Kingdom, and His Kingdom call to repent, believe, follow, 
serve, and love far above the governance and agenda of the United States? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About 10 years after Paul wrote this, emperor Nero — “a minister of God to you for good (v 4)”— became 
a terror to the Church persecuting and killing hundreds. Do you think Paul would have written these same 
words then? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Acts 5.29 Peter declares: “We must obey God rather than men.” How do we celebrate our relationship 
with God through faithful obedience to Him while respecting the role of government? Is there a time when 
faith must resist? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can your LifeGroup celebrate God’s rule over nations so that we might encourage one another so 
that we not fall prey to cynicism, disrespect, and/or despair? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My prayer requests (write in advance what you want your group to pray for…) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Praying for my group… 
 


