
THE POWER OF 
PERSPECTIVE

• Matthew 9:1-13 (MSG)

• Matthew 9:1-8 (MSG)

“Back in the boat, Jesus and the disciples re-crossed the sea to Jesus’ 
hometown. They were hardly out of the boat when some men carried a 
paraplegic on a stretcher and set him down in front of them. Jesus, 
impressed by their bold belief, said to the paraplegic,  

’Cheer up, son. I forgive your sins.’ Some religion scholars whispered, 
‘Why, that’s blasphemy!’ Jesus knew what they were thinking, and said, 
‘Why this gossipy whispering? Which do you think is simpler: to say, ‘I 
forgive your sins,’ or, ‘Get up and walk’? Well, just so it’s clear that I’m  
the Son of Man and authorized to do either, or both. . . .'  

At this he turned to the paraplegic and said, “Get up. Take your bed and go 
home.” And the man did it. The crowd was awestruck, amazed and pleased 
that God had authorized Jesus to work among them this way.”

• Matthew 9:9-13 (MSG)

“Passing along, Jesus saw a man at his work collecting taxes. His name 
was Matthew. Jesus said, ‘Come along with me.’ Matthew stood up and 
followed him. 

Later when Jesus was eating supper at Matthew’s house with his close 
followers, a lot of disreputable characters came and joined them. When the 
Pharisees saw him keeping this kind of company, they had a fit, and lit into 
Jesus’ followers. ‘What kind of example is this from your Teacher, acting 
cozy with crooks and riffraff?’ 

Jesus, overhearing, shot back, ‘Who needs a doctor: the healthy or the 
sick? Go figure out what this Scripture means: ‘I’m after mercy, not religion.’ 
I’m here to invite outsiders, not coddle insiders.”

1. What you SEE pales in 
comparison to what you 
DON’T SEE.



2. The best perspective is 
never limited to TIME and 
SPACE.

3. Change your 
PERSPECTIVE and  
change your OUTCOME.



4. Engage REALITY but  
embrace POSSIBILITIES.


