



Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise-the fruit of lips that confess His 
name. And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

(Hebrews 13.15) 

Worship is the 
• first great commandment (Exodus 20.1-8; Luke 10.27)
• first action we should take when we come into God’s presence (Psalms 30 and 100)
• first response we should make when we come to faith in Jesus Christ (1 Peter 2.4f)
• first mark of the Holy Spirit in our lives (Galatians 4.9)
• first sign of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2)
• first priority of the early Church (Acts 2.46, 47)
• first reaction when in trouble (Acts 4.24ff)
• first thing we do in prayer (see Matthew 6.9ff)
• first expression of those who desire to hear God (Luke 1.5-25; Acts 10.9ff; 13.1ff)
• first and ceaseless language of heaven (Revelation 4.8; 5.14)

God is looking for men who are worshipers first rather than men who are workers. Most men, however, value work 
more than they value worship. This is not only backwards in God’s sight; it is also dangerous to the Christian life 
because it is the destiny of a man to either serve the Lie or to serve the Truth.

Everyone possess a shrine somewhere… 
in his heart… 
   in her mind… 
      in his life… 
Deep within the essence of our being there is a “deity” whom one serves with their strength, ingenuity, imagination, 
emotion, ability, and time.

This god may be your “self…” 
   your spouse… 
      your children… 
         your esteem… 
            your comfort… 
               your career… 
                  your ministry… 

your cause… 
            your church… 
         your aspirations… 
      or your love for money… 
   your sexual desires… 
and/or power…

Everything I have seen tells me that it is as impossible for a man or woman to live without having an object of devo-
tion as it is for an eagle to refrain from flight. The very composition of human life, the mystery of a person’s being, 
and our inherent ambition and yearning all demand a center of worship that is necessary for a fulfilling and purpose-
ful existence. The question is whether your life and powers will be devoted in worship to the true God or to a false 
one. Do not be deceived. Your life is a transparent testimony of who or what you worship. Christian pretense and 
jargon cannot conceal to those around us who or what we value most. 

Enjoy your LifeGroup!

weekend 
resource guide 
for the week of 8 October



Getting to know one another better… 
What is the most memorable collection of dinner guests you have ever shared a meal with? What made 
them so memorable?


Mark 14.1-9: The Gospel in a jar… 
1 The Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were to take place in two days’ time. So the chief 
priests and the scribes were seeking a way to arrest him by treachery and put him to death. 2 They said, 
“Not during the festival, for fear that there may be a riot among the people.” 

3 When he was in Bethany reclining at table in the house of Simon the leper, a woman came with an al-
abaster jar of perfumed oil, costly genuine spikenard. She broke the alabaster jar and poured it on his 
head. 4 There were some who were indignant. “Why has there been this waste of perfumed oil? 5 It could 
have been sold for more than three hundred days’ wages and the money given to the poor.” They were 
infuriated with her. 6 Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why do you make trouble for her? She has done a good 
thing for me. 7 The poor you will always have with you, and whenever you wish you can do good to them, 
but you will not always have me. 8 She has done what she could. She has anticipated anointing my body 
for burial. 9 Amen, I say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed to the whole world, what she has done 
will be told in memory of her.” 

What? (does the Bible say)  
Chapter 14 begins Mark’s account of the death of Jesus. It begins by framing all that follows within the con-
text of the Passover. Read Exodus 12. What is the Passover? How does God highlight its significance?  

Why do you think that the religious leadership who plotted against Jesus wanted to avoid a confrontation 
during the Passover? 

What significance does “anointing the head” have for Jews? See Exodus 29.7 and 1 Samuel 10.1; 16.3. 

The response of Simon’s dinner guests when Mary anointed Jesus reflected their values (14:3-9). What were 
their values? Why were they upset?  



Now what? (should/will I think based on what this passage says) 
Did Jesus dismiss His followers from taking care of the poor? What is the biblical evidence for your answer? 

What different motives are present in the conflict that arises at the home of Simon the Leper? (See also John 
12.1-7). How do your motives influence your responsiveness to God? 

Mary’s critics said that the value of her gift exceeded the limit of what should be spent on Jesus. Can you 
think of any parallels with those critics today? 

Jesus says, “wherever the Gospel is preached her story will be told.” Why should her story be part of the 
witness of the Good News (the Gospel)?  

Does Jesus’ statement above (14.9) cause you to rethink what the Gospel message is? Why or why not? 

What influence do you think Jesus intends this passage to have in our lives? 



So what? (difference will this passage make in how I live) 
In Luke 14:27-28 Jesus says a person should “calculate the cost” of becoming a disciple. Here we learn that 
true love never calculates the cost. How do these two lessons fit together in your life? 

What is the balance between practical, responsible financial management and radical, extravagant giving? 
How do you avoid using the former as an excuse to escape the latter? 

What “expensive perfume” of yours, if given to God in worship, would draw a similar reaction from others? 

If there was one Jesus encounter in your life that you would like to be part of the testimony of the Gospel, 
what would it be? 

How can your LifeGroup encourage demonstrative devotion to Jesus? 

My prayer requests (write in advance what you want your group to pray for…) 

Praying for my group… 


