



The word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,  
and before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”

Jeremiah 1.4, 5

“If you love me you will keep my commandments...”
John 14.15

Obedience is the cornerstone of a Christian faith that is alive and compelling. Faith without obedience will lack 
both integrity and substance. In 1937, on the eve of the Nazi horror, Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote: “Only he who 
believes obeys. Only he who obeys believes.” Disobedience is faithlessness in action.  People do not disobey 
their Savior out of love; we do so out of mistrust, fear, greed, covetousness, pride, or a will to power. Disobedi-
ence is never undertaken as a step of faith— it settles for the sure (secure?) thing. When  we choose disobedi-
ence we are intentionally deserting Christ’s Kingdom and choosing the world (compare Colossians 4.14; Phile-
mon 24 with 2 Timothy 4.10). A disobedient Christian is an AWOL Christian. Beware, such women and men are 
unpredictable and not trustworthy... do you think a person who deserts their Savior will not do the same to you? 

Obedience is an affair of the heart before it ever becomes a crisis of conduct. An obedient person is one who is 
responsive to God’s Word and ready to do His bidding. The prophet Jeremiah clearly exemplifies this. When the 
people of God were in a desperate situation, God answered their prayers with an anxious, inexperienced young 
man— a country boy from a poor village, with no startling gifts, very conscious of his weakness,  and desper-
ately in need of love and understanding. Surely God had picked the wrong man— Jeremiah certainly thought 
so!

“Ah, Sovereign Lord,” he said, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a boy.” But God answered, “I am with 
you and will rescue you... I have put my words in your mouth.” (Jeremiah 1.6,9)

Why did God choose Jeremiah? It was for one reason only— because he was willing to obey. 

Mark this well: if a person is willing to obey God then: 
weakness, inexperience, 

age, and lack of ability 
do not matter because God’s Spirit within that person is more than enough for every situation. Do you believe 
this? Can you receive this? Will you embrace this? The challenge is to stop nodding our heads in rote agreement 
and, instead to surrender our lives with confident obedience. 

Throughout the history of the Church, God has taken young, inexperienced women and men and equipped them 
by His Spirit for great work. Think of Rahab, Hannah, David, Samuel, Daniel, Mary, John the Baptist, and Tim-
othy. Calvin wrote the first edition of his Institutes at the age of twenty-four; Wesley founded Methodism at 
twenty-five; and Ian Murray McCheyne, who shook Scotland with his preaching, died at twenty nine. Oswald 
Chambers, author of the best-selling devotional book of all time, My Utmost For His Highest, was dead by 
forty-one. 

Another young man once heard someone remark, “The world has yet to see what God will do with a man fully 
consecrated to Him.” The young man stood up and replied, “By the Holy Spirit, I’ll be that man.” His name was 
Dwight L. Moody and thousands turned to Christ through his ministry. 

In these critical days, God is calling out and looking for women and men with an obedient heart. Let us encour-
age one another to be the people God is looking for.

Enjoy your LifeGroup! 

weekend 
resource guide 
for the week of 22 October



Getting to know one another better… 
What is the most impressive sculpture or national monument you have seen? Why does it impact you?


Daniel 3: The Gospel Furnace 
Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and anger gave orders to bring Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego; then 
these men were brought before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar responded and said to them, “Is it true, 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I 
have set up? 15 Now if you are ready, at the moment you hear the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, 
psaltery and bagpipe and all kinds of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, very 
well. But if you do not worship, you will immediately be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire; 
and what god is there who can deliver you out of my hands?”
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give 
you an answer concerning this matter. 17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But even if He does not, let it 
be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you 
have set up.”

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with wrath, and his facial expression was altered toward Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego. He answered by giving orders to heat the furnace seven times more than it was 
usually heated. 20 He commanded certain valiant warriors who were in his army to tie up Shadrach, Me-
shach and Abed-nego in order to cast them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21 Then these men were tied 
up in their trousers, their coats, their caps and their other clothes, and were cast into the midst of the fur-
nace of blazing fire. 22 For this reason, because the king’s command was urgent and the furnace had been 
made extremely hot, the flame of the fire slew those men who carried up Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego. 23 But these three men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, fell into the midst of the furnace of 
blazing fire still tied up.

24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he said to his high officials, 
“Was it not three men we cast bound into the midst of the fire?” They replied to the king, “Certainly, O 
king.” 25 He said, “Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without harm, 
and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!” 26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the 
door of the furnace of blazing fire; he responded and said, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, come 
out, you servants of the Most High God, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego came 
out of the midst of the fire. 27 The satraps, the prefects, the governors and the king’s high officials gath-
ered around and saw in regard to these men that the fire had no effect on the bodies of these men nor was 
the hair of their head singed, nor were their trousers damaged, nor had the smell of fire even come upon 
them.

28 Nebuchadnezzar responded and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, who 
has sent His angel and delivered His servants who put their trust in Him, violating the king’s command, 
and yielded up their bodies so as not to serve or worship any god except their own God. 29 “Therefore I 
make a decree that any people, nation or tongue that speaks anything offensive against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego shall be torn limb from limb and their houses reduced to a rubbish 
heap, inasmuch as there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way.” 30 Then the king caused 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego to prosper in the province of Babylon.
.

What? (does the Bible say)  
What do you think motivated Nebuchadnezzar to build this image of gold? (See also Daniel 3.1-7) 

What temptations do you think Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego faced when they were brought before the 
king (Daniel 3:13-15)? What impresses you most about their response to these temptations? 



Now what? (should/will I think based on what this passage says) 
As you look back over this passage, what lessons about the risks and rewards of obedience are most signifi-
cant to you personally? 

The deliverance of the 3 friends in Daniel 3 was not Israel’s national experience. What do you think is the 
purpose of this passage? What is it revealing to us about idolatry and faithfulness?  

Idolatry is not about abandoning faith in God. It is about abandoning an exclusive faith in God. How might we 
yield up our bodies today to serve or worship another god alongside of God (3.28)? 

Read Hebrews 11.32-38 and Hebrews 11.13.  
— Some Christians claim that pain or sickness or trial are always the result of sin or lack of faith. How would 
you respond to that claim in light of this passage? 

— What does it mean to confess that you “are a stranger and exile on the earth?” Why is this confession 
important? 

So what? (difference will this passage make in how I live) 
What would make you confident or afraid if your social acceptance, job security, and/or safety were threat-
ened because of your faith in God? 

In what area(s) of your life is it most difficult for you to stand by your Christian beliefs?  Do you understand 
why? What steps can you take to strengthen your confidence in Christ? 

What practical commitments can you make to God today that will prepare you to face the pressures of a 
secular world? 



What are you willing to risk in order to obey God’s clear commands? 

Read John 17.14-16.  
— What does it mean when Jesus describes a Christian as “not of the world”?  

— What is the Word Jesus has given us? How is this similar or different to the word the world gives? 

— What does this mean to you when you think about issues of “national identity”? Social acceptance? Job 
advancement? Personal aspiration? 

— How can your LifeGroup encourage one another to be “in the world but not of the world”? 

My prayer requests (write in advance what you want your group to pray for…) 

Praying for my group… 


