



Remember these things, O Jacob,
And Israel, for you are My servant;

I have formed you, you are My servant,
O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me.

(Isaiah 44.21)

“Remember” is one of the most important, and also one of the most skipped over, words in 
Scripture. It occurs in its Hebrew and Greek forms over 250 times to clearly reveal:
-- the immediacy and the intensity of God’s love for us;
-- the passionate exercise of His sovereign rule on our behalf;
-- the complete expression of His unconditional grace;
-- the attentiveness of His shepherding care and provision; and
-- the vindication of His justice over evil and sin.

“Remember” is also used to exhort and encourage God’s people 
-- to recognize with reverence and awe His might, His rule, and His steadfast love;
-- to recall His saving work on our behalf;
-- to realize our obligation to obey His commands; 
-- to reflect daily on the reality of God’s presence and our faithfulness to Him; and
-- to repent when our thoughts, words, and deeds tragically reflect that we have “forgotten” Him.

“Remember” discloses God’s desire to have a relationship with us that is personal, immediate, 
substantial, and faithful. This relationship is not theoretical, mystical, virtual, or mysterious. Be-
cause God “remembers,” He contends for an authentic relationship with us so that the benefits of 
His presence may make a tangible impact on our daily lives. God, for our part, expects us to live 
a life whose thoughts, words, and deeds indicate that we are joyfully and gratefully cognizant of 
this precious relationship we share together. God expects our fidelity just as husbands and wives 
expect their beloved to live in a manner that actively honors and treasures the uniqueness of their 
marriage relationship. Just as a marriage is jeopardized the moment its partners begin to “forget” 
one another, so too our relationship with God is undermined when we cease to live like we re-
member Him. In short, God tells us that He will remember us always and He calls us to do like-
wise.
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Getting to know one another better… 
What was your “experience” of marriage growing up? 

Mark 10.1-31: Some Pharisees, Some Children, and A Loved Man 
Getting up, He went from there to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan; crowds gathered around 
Him again, and, according to His custom, He once more began to teach them.
2 Some Pharisees came up to Jesus, testing Him, and began to question Him whether it was lawful for a 
man to divorce a wife. 3 And He answered and said to them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They 
said, “Moses permitted a man TO WRITE A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND SEND her AWAY.” 5 But 
Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. 6 But from the 
beginning of creation, God MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE. 7 FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL 
LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, 8 AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH; so they are no 
longer two, but one flesh. 9 What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.”

10 In the house the disciples began questioning Him about this again. 11 And He said to them, “Whoever 
divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her; 12 and if she herself divorces 
her husband and marries another man, she is committing adultery.”

13 And they were bringing children to Him so that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked them. 
14 But when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to them, “Permit the children to come to Me; do 
not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I say to you, whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all.” 16 And He took them in His arms and be-
gan blessing them, laying His hands on them.

17 As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good 
Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? 
No one is good except God alone. 19 You know the commandments, ‘DO NOT MURDER, DO NOT 
COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, Do not defraud, HONOR 
YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.’ ” 20 And he said to Him, “Teacher, I have kept all these things from my 
youth up.” 21 Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, “One thing you lack: go and sell 
all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 22 But 
at these words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who owned much property.

23 And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, “How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to 
enter the kingdom of God!” 24 The disciples were amazed at His words. But Jesus answered again and 
said to them, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 They were even more 
astonished and said to Him, “Then who can be saved?” 27 Looking at them, Jesus said, “With people it is 
impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God.”

28 Peter began to say to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly 
I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or 
farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, 30 but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in 
the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecu-
tions; and in the age to come, eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last, first.”

What? (does the Bible say)  
What differences in approach to the question of divorce seem evident between Jesus and the Pharisees? 



How did Jesus respond to the Pharisees’ question? Why do you think Jesus brought Moses into this discus-
sion? 

What was God’s original plan for marriage before sin entered the picture? (See 10:6-9) 

What are the “3 ingredients” Matthew records for blessing children (10.16)? What makes each ingredient 
essential? 

What kind of answer does the rich man expect from Jesus in response to his question (Mark 10:17)? What 
kind of answer does Jesus actually give him? 

Now what? (should/will I think based on what this passage says) 
What do you think of divorce– really? 

Why is the teaching about marriage and divorce recorded in 10:2-12 so difficult for many Christians to ac-
cept today? What is God’s ideal for marriage? Why? 

In a culture which granted far more freedom to men than to women, what significant further statements on 
divorce does Jesus make in Mark 10:11-12? 

In Mark 10:13-16 we find that Jesus has used children for the second time to illustrate a spiritual principle. 
What does it mean to receive the kingdom like a little child?  

How might a church unintentionally discourage little children from coming to Christ? 



How have the Pharisees (Mark 10:2-9) and the rich man (Mark 10:17-25) failed to receive the kingdom like a 
child (Mark 10:15)? Why is it so hard for the rich to enter the kingdom (Mark 10:22-27)?ґє 

So what? (difference will this passage make in how I live)
On the basis of Mark 10:6-9, some Christian churches have refused to recognize divorce even when a cou-
ple has obtained a civil dissolution of their marriage. Do you think this is the intent of Jesus' statement? Why 
or why not? 

So what? (difference will this passage make in how I live) 
How do you explain the distinctive of a Christian’s understanding of marriage and how it might differ from 
popular culture? 

What obstacles were or are hardest for you to overcome in entering/living in the kingdom? 

Jesus said, “Your heart is where your treasure is” (Matthew 6.21/Luke 12.34). Can a person’s tithing (or lack 
thereof) serve as a true litmus test of our faith and trust? Why or why not? 

A Children’s Pastor or the Children’s Ministries team does not have a monopoly on blessing children. What 
concrete steps can you take this week to imitate Christ’s love and compassion to the children in your life — 
not just your own? 

In what areas of your life do you most need to express more childlike faith in God? 

My prayer requests (write in advance what you want your group to pray for…) 

Praying for my group… 


