
1 Corinthians 4:1-7: Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ, and stewards of the mys-
teries of God. 2 In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy…  6 Now 
these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that in us you 
might learn not to exceed what is written, in order that no one of you might become arrogant in behalf of 
one against the other. 7 For who regards you as superior? And what do you have that you did not re-
ceive? But if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?

Packed away in Paul’s Corinthian correspondence is a very significant verse addressed to Christians who 
want to live as kings rather than surrender as servants. Like a two-edged sword this verse possesses both a 
prophetic edge and a pastoral edge. Its prophetic edge threatens to lay bare our pride and hubris. Its pas-
toral edge reflects a devoted heart that is willing to challenge people to avoid unscriptural conduct. This 
verse (1Corinthians 4.7) contains three simple questions that God’s man or woman will want to pay spe-
cial attention to:

Question #1: Who regards you as superior? The Corinthian fellowship was a “legend in their own minds.” 
They considered themselves superior to and above, what they considered to be, the simple, standard, and 
mundane message that Paul preached. They were ready for more…
Paul was flat… they wanted flair;
Paul was predictable… they wanted astonishment;
Paul was contrite… they wanted extravagance;
Paul preached the cross… they wanted a crown;
Paul called them servants… they wanted to be lords;
The Corinthians were ecclesiastical narcissists. They considered themselves beyond the elementary teach-
ings of the gospel. From their perspective they were already reigning with Jesus, richly endowed, and su-
perior to those weaker congregations that needed to dwell on the cross. They perceived themselves as 
elite leaders for a new age.

Paul responds to this by using two words to describe how Christian leaders should perceive themselves. 
These two words are: a servant and a steward. The first word carries with it the sense of personal answer-
ability to Christ in whose service the person is engaged. The second word refers to the strategic activity of 
the crucial servant in a household. The steward’s job was to transfer the resources of the owner to the 
members of his household according to their needs. Paul was warning the Corinthians that Christians 
must be careful not to confuse their leadership for lordship. We can aspire to be stewards and servants—
nothing greater. (Perhaps that is why tithing is considered a reflection of our identity in Christ. Stewards 
and servants tithe what lords choose to keep for themselves.)

Question # 2: What do you have that you did not receive? Paul perceives that life, despite its ups and 
downs, is a gift from God Who lavishes upon us
His Son, His Spirit, and His Word;

His love, His grace, and His Church; 
and bestows upon us talents/ability, insights, friendships, and opportunity.

God does not help those who help themselves because there is no one who is so self-sufficient so as to be 
able to help themselves to these things! Reach out to grasp and you will find them fleeting. Reach out to 
receive and you will find your hands full. The irony in all this is that eventually the Christian who wants 
to be “king” will never attain the quality of life that the steward/servant will come to enjoy.

To be continued… Enjoy your LifeGroup!
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Getting to know one another better… 
What chore did you hate doing when you were growing up? Why? 

Matthew 20.20-28: Be the greatest… 
Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Jesus with her sons, bowing down and making a request 
of Him. And He said to her, “What do you wish?” She *said to Him, “Command that in Your kingdom 
these two sons of mine may sit one on Your right and one on Your left.” But Jesus answered, “You do not 
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?” They *said to Him, 
“We are able.” He *said to them, “My cup you shall drink; but to sit on My right and on My left, this is 
not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by My Father.”

And hearing this, the ten became indignant with the two brothers. But Jesus called them to Himself and 
said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority 
over them. “It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your 
servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

What? (does the Bible say)  
When the other ten apostles hear about this status request, they become indignant. In response, what prin-
ciple does Jesus bring out again? 

Jesus chides the disciples for their preoccupation with power and prestige. What lesson does he teach 
about the kind of leaders he wants to carry on his work? 

What question does Jesus ask the disciples who desire greatness? What does He mean? Do you think the 
disciples understood what they were saying in response? Explain. 

Now what? (should/will I think based on what this passage says) 
In what ways is Jesus a model of the values he teaches? 



Whose leadership style did Jesus condemn? Who or what type of person do you think this represents to-
day? 

Jesus, the Son of God, left us a perfect example of humility and service to others. What does this imply for 
us? 

So what? (difference will this passage make in how I live) 
In what ways does Jesus’ teaching on greatness challenge you? Does Jesus’ words challenge your under-
standing of power, authority, and status? 

Do you think the servant Jesus describes can be a leader in our culture? Why or why not? 

Is it okay to have ambition in light of what Jesus teaches about leadership? 

Do you think there is a cost to Jesus’ understanding of leadership? 



How do you need to change your attitude or actions in light of Jesus’ words about serving? 

Are there practical benefits in embracing Jesus’ call to service? 

Are there people and/or circumstances that God may be challenging you to freshly reconsider from the per-
spective of a servant? 

How can your LifeGroup encourage your identity and actions as a servant of God? 

My prayer requests (write in advance what you want your group to pray for…) 

Praying for my group… 


