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2 Timothy 2.20-21: In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, 
some are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an 
instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work.
If you are a follower of Jesus Christ who hungers to see His glory, power, and love tangibly manifest in our 
world today, then let me declare to you an amazing truth. God has prepared you to do any good work at 
work! 
God has chosen you for noble purposes. You can make choices today that will honor God where you work. 
Your vocation is the location of your witness for Christ— this is your noble purpose in your current job. You 
are there for reasons more strategic than the mere receipt of a paycheck. He has people to bless through you 
and Kingdom ground to gain through you. Silence, indifference, neutrality, busyness, and timidity cannot 
achieve what God has placed you there to accomplish. He has placed you there to be in relationship with 
others so that they may have the opportunity to see the surpassing greatness of our God through you. Take a 
moment right now and pray this simple prayer. “My God and Father, please give me a fresh sense of your 
purposes for me here at work. Fill me afresh with your Holy Spirit that I might behold the strategic opportu-
nities you have for me here. Free me from distraction and the cares of this world which I allow to dull my 
vision for Your work here. Free me, fill me, and use me here. Amen.”
Jesus is the Lord of your life not your work. You must not misplace His authority over you by transferring it 
to others in order to justify dishonorable actions. Nowhere does He call us to engage in unrighteous behavior 
merely because someone in authority over us has asked. The lordship of Jesus mandates that every follower 
of Jesus Christ keep their ethical edge sharp. Every ethical compromise is a public, albeit temporary, renun-
ciation of our confession of the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Either Jesus Christ is Lord of all or He is not Lord 
at all. Your job is the public arena where you are called to bring the reality of God's presence and the confes-
sion of His lordship. Take a moment and pray this simple prayer: “Jesus, you are Lord over my life. You are 
Lord over my home, my friendships, my finances, my time, and my work. All that I have, all that I am, and 
all that I hope to be belongs to You. Your love and your lordship encompass every area of my life- including 
my work. I pray that you will convict me of anything or anyone that I am holding back from You or placing 
before you. Amen.”
You are called to be an overcomer. You are free to love the world as God loves the world. You are not bound 
by the same rules as the non-Christian. You are liberated to serve, love, and care for others at work whether 
they are a president or a peon. You are free to serve everyone in the same manner as Jesus. You are free to 
overcome ethnic division by building friendships. You are free to restore hope to those who are disillusioned 
and despairing. You are free to solicit prayer requests for the needs of those around you. You have the author-
ity to renounce evil when you see its vile head rise up at work. You are free to regard all manner of people 
without regard for status, gender, appearance, ethnicity, or wealth. You are free from power games, schemes, 
and the rat race because your security, hope, and future lie in the sovereign purposes of Jesus Christ. You 
cannot loose a job He wants you to keep! You cannot keep a job He wants you to leave! Take a moment to 
pray: “Lord you have called me to be an overcomer here at work. I confess that I frequently cave in rather 
than rise above my circumstances. Teach me your ways Lord. Renew a right spirit within me. Create in me 
the same attitude that was in Jesus. Help me not to love and seize power but to see my life as an offering to 
you and as an opportunity to serve, lead, and love in the manner of Jesus. Amen.”
Woman and man of God, it is God's intention to prepare you for any and every good work while you work at 
your work so that, in all your work, Jesus Christ may be honored. 
… and, of course, enjoy your LifeGroup!,



Getting to know one another better… 
What is your most memorable experience of being on a “team?” What made  this experience so memorable? 

Philippians 2.1-11: the life-giving attitude of a servant… 
Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fel-
lowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, 
maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty 
conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely 
look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in your-
selves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and 
being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by be-
coming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted 
Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY 
KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue 
will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father

What? (does the Bible say)  
What essential characteristics of Christ’s attitude does Paul challenge us to have? 

What does 2:5-11 tell us about who Christ is and what he did? 

Why did Christ take on the limitations of being human even though He was of the same nature as God? 

How do verses 2.5-11 fit with and emphasize what Paul said in the first part of Philippians 2? 

Why will God exalt Jesus? 



Now what? (how will I think based on what this passage says) 
In what ways do you think Jesus “limited” Himself when He emptied Himself (v7)? 

How is Christ the best example of humility and unselfishness for us?  

How does Christ’s example of humility challenge our natural self-centeredness? 

How is Christ-centered unity distinct from other expressions of unity in our world today?  Do you think Christ-
ian unity can be a relevant force for change in our world today? Why or why not? 

So what? (difference will this passage make in how I live) 
What does unity practically look like in a LifeGroup? In a local congregation? In the Church in San Diego? Is 
there a difference between unity and uniformity? Why or why not? 

This passage describes a Savior who intentionally chose an attitude that expressed and demonstrated humil-
ity. How might you “empty” yourself and chose humility? How might this be practically demonstrated and 
expressed? What are some practical ways you can regard others as more important than yourself? 

What might be the practical impact on your relationships and perspective of the world when you consider 
that “every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord?” 



How can your LifeGroup foster and express the unity Paul describes here in your group? … amongst the 
community of Faith? ... to friends and/or co-workers who do not worship anywhere? 

How can you look after someone else’s best interests this week? 

My prayer requests (write in advance what you want your group to pray for…) 

Praying for my group… 


