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But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. For we have brought nothing into 
the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. But 
those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into 
ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. (1 Timothy 6.6-10)… Make sure that your character is free from 
the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever 
forsake you.” (Hebrews 13.5)

Money is god for many people. It is taken for granted that we should get as rich as we can and it is assumed that the 
more we have the happier we shall be. An improved standard of living is the goal of Democrat and Republican alike just 
as it is for governments and people around the world. In contrast with this, the Jesus we follow is remarkably uncon-
cerned with the acquisition of wealth. There is no doctrinaire opposition to money in Jesus of Nazareth but no slavery to 
it either. In short, there is nothing wrong with money— but there is a great deal wrong with the love of money.

What should be our attitude toward money as followers of Jesus Christ?

1. We shall not make money our goal. Authentic wealth is not measured by our net worth or our self-worth. Jesus 
Christ is our wealth; our provision; and our abundance.

2. We shall not trust in our money. One of the most insidious dangers of wealth is that it tends to make people spiritu-
ally arrogant, independent, and unwilling to rely on God for their needs. Whether we are rich or poor, we are all 
tempted to think that all would be well if we just had more money. “Give me neither poverty or riches that I not be 
full and deny you or in want and profane the name of my God.” (Proverbs 30.8-9)

3. We shall want to give. This is part of the inner revolution that begins when the Holy Spirit enters our lives.  So 
complete is our transformation in Christ that Paul can expect a thief to go from taking to giving without even a 
twelve-step program (Ephesians 4.28)! There was a man in the last church I pastored who was part of the weekly 
team who collected the offering during worship. When he would watch someone place a dollar in the plate he 
would pray, “Dear Father bless this soul shriveled by poverty and mistrust that it can only give You a dollar.”  
     I don’t teach much on giving because Jesus defines it with this observation and exhortation: “where your treasure 
is there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6.21) Whether I have a lot of money or a little is immaterial. Giving ex-
presses devotion before it is ever a duty. Giving expresses a treasured relationship while it recognizes its responsi-
bilities for stewardship. A parent always gives to the child they love. How can it possibly be different with Jesus?!

4. We shall see ourselves as accountable to God for our use of money. Scripture is clear: “Tell them to use their money 
to do good. They should be rich in good works and should give happily to those in need, always being ready to 
share with others whatever God has given them” (1Timothy 6.17-19).  

There is tragic irony in the fact that the average evangelical Christians tithe 2% of his income to God and pays 20% or 
more of their income through the IRS to Uncle Sam — this does not count other taxes like Social Security, Medicare, 
gas taxes, state taxes, etc. Could it be that God is saying to the Church in the U.S., “Because you have trusted in money 
and withheld the tithe from me I will plunder your riches so that you will not see the gain?” Is it mere coincidence that 
taxes began to increase when the Church began to decrease the tithe? Think of what the Church could do for the poor, 
the illiterate, the migrant, the children, etc. if we tithed just 10%. We would do well to question any spirituality, includ-
ing our own, where the love and power of Jesus Christ has not triumphed over our spending and giving habits… The 
call to give is just as clear as the call to pray or the call to serve… 

Enjoy your LifeGroup!



Getting to know one another better… 
What is a meaningful example of hospitality you have experienced? 

3 John: truth, love, and hospitality…  
3John 2   Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health, just as your soul 
prospers. 3 For I was very glad when brethren came and testified to your truth, that is, how you are walk-
ing in truth. 4 I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.

3John 5   Beloved, you are acting faithfully in whatever you accomplish for the brethren, and especially 
when they are strangers; 6 and they have testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send 
them on their way in a manner worthy of God. 7 For they went out for the sake of the Name, accepting 
nothing from the Gentiles. 8 Therefore we ought to support such men, so that we may be fellow workers 
with the truth.

3John 9   I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them, does not 
accept what we say. 10 For this reason, if I come, I will call attention to his deeds which he does, unjustly 
accusing us with wicked words; and not satisfied with this, he himself does not receive the brethren, either, 
and he forbids those who desire to do so and puts them out of the church.
3John 11   Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. The one who does good is of God; the 
one who does evil has not seen God. 12 Demetrius has received a good testimony from everyone, and 
from the truth itself; and we add our testimony, and you know that our testimony is true.
3John 13   I had many things to write to you, but I am not willing to write them to you with pen and ink; 
14 but I hope to see you shortly, and we will speak face to face.

3John 15   Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends by name.

What? (does the Bible say)  
What are the thoughts/themes that stand out to you in this short letter? 

Describe each of the people mentioned in this letter: 
Gaius —  

Diotrephes —  

Demetrius —  

What do you think John means when he prays for Gaius’ soul to prosper? 

What does John mean by the reference: “walking in the truth”? 

How was Diotrephes suppressing the truth rather than “walking in the truth”? 



How had Gaius’s collaboration with truth benefited the church in practical ways (vv. 5–8)? 

Now what? (how will I think based on what this passage says) 
Think of people you know who are “walking in the truth” (vv. 3–4). What qualities in their lives are evidence of 
that? 

How does this letter illustrate that knowing God authentically is more than just feelings and emotions? 

What does an “open home” achieve? 

In the first part of his letter John emphasizes welcoming the family of God, yet he does not sound very wel-
coming toward Diotrephes. How do you reconcile the two tones in his letter? 

If other believers were to give a report about you, how do you think they describe your faithfulness? 

So what? (difference will this passage make in how I live) 
When have you most strongly experienced peace within yourself and within a church fellowship? How can 
you encourage this experience in your LifeGroup, within FCC, and towards the lives of others who do not 
follow Jesus yet? 

What about being a believer gives you joy? What about your LifeGroup gives you joy? How can you express 
this joy with others so they might want to join your LifeGroup? 



Someone once defined hospitality: “making others feel at home in yours when you wish they had stayed in 
theirs!” Who could benefit from your hospitality? Who might benefit from the hospitality of your LifeGroup? 

What act of hospitality might God have you express this week? How might you creatively express hospitality 
at work? At the market? At the gym? 

My prayer requests (write in advance what you want your group to pray for…) 

Praying for my group… 


