



 

When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God… (Acts 4:24)
Prayer is a powerful word. Mention it in a room full of Christians and watch the tone of the conversation become 
subdued. Invite people to dinner and faces light up. Invite someone to a time to pray together and anxiety arises. 
Most participants in churches across the country will find something else that demands their time rather than attend a 
prayer gathering— even when the gathering is scheduled on a night and time when a previously attended weekly 
event occurs! Most followers of Jesus Christ say they should pray more, but most of us rarely do. We can recite pat 
quips that “prayer is the most powerful thing we can do” but other less “powerful” pursuits generally seem to crowd 
it out. Nationwide the average attendance at prayer meetings is running less than 10% of a congregation’s atten-
dance. How is it that something that God intended as a gift fosters so much intimidation and remorse? Is it possible 
that we have created an expectation for prayer that very few individuals can live up to?
In the western world we see prayer as the secluded exercise of the individual who wishes to converse with God. Our 
thinking on this has been shaped by frequent references to Jesus’ criticism of the Pharisees who used public prayer 
for their own self-aggrandizement (see Matthew 6.5-8). However when we turn to Scripture we see quite a different 
picture emerge. Here we discover hundreds of examples of people praying together. In fact there are far more refer-
ences to people praying together than we have references to praying alone. I am not suggesting that we abandon 
personal prayer opportunities. I am asking whether we are expecting from private prayer what only corporate prayer 
can provide? Could it be that we need the complete Body of Christ to have a rich, meaningful, and effective prayer 
life? Could this be why the Lord’s Prayer is an “our prayer”? 

In other parts of the world the emphasis is not on private prayer but corporate prayer. Nations that have seen God’s 
hand manifest in remarkable ways are nations whose Christian population have made a deliberate effort to come 
together to intercede on behalf of their city, region, nation, and world. In these countries the weekly all-church 
prayer gathering is a fixture in congregational life. In these nations the number of churches gathering each week to 
pray are on the rise. In these countries church growth is on the rise rather than the declining statistics here in the 
United States.
In the United States many bemoan our nation’s loss of spirituality, character, and morality. Some have even shown a 
correlation between the prohibition on prayer in public school and the nation’s cultural decline. I would wager that 
the restrictions on prayer directly reflect the Church’s neglect of her own corporate prayer life. Weekly prayer gath-
erings are commonly seen as unnecessary, a throwback to an unsophisticated Christian world view, the preoccupa-
tion of Pentecostals, an unrealistic expectation for those who are already too busy, and/or an elective opportunity for 
“those” kind of people. Why should we expect schools to emphasize what the Church will not?
Why are we so impassioned about school prayer when the Church in America does not gather to pray together as she 
once did? The First Great Awakening, The Second Great Awakening, the abolition and missionary movements of the 
latter eighteenth century, the New York Revival at the turn of the 20th century, and the Civil Rights movement we 
celebrate this MLK weekend are just a mere sampling of historic movements of God that have been punctuated by 
Christians coming together weekly for prayer. Praying together cannot force God’s hand to do anything that He has 
not determined in the counsel of His loving will. Yet we cannot refute this simple fact: God has chosen to use corpo-
rate prayer to accomplish His purposes. This begs the question of frequency— must it be weekly? I would simply 
suggest something north of zero would be a good place to start!

I remain heartened that our LifeGroups can be that weekly prayer gathering where the testimony of answered prayer 
might continue to abound.
Enjoy your LifeGroup!
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In hindsight, what is the silliest prayer you seriously prayed?





Matthew 6.7-13: and when you are praying… 
“And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be 
heard for their many words. 8 “So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.
Matt. 6:9   “Pray, then, in this way: 
‘Our Father who is in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name.
10 ‘Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven.
11 ‘Give us this day our daily bread.
12 ‘And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 ‘And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’

Let’s look at the Lord's prayer from 2 perspectives: 
- Why do you think Jesus had to teach his disciples how to pray? 
 
 

 
 

- Why do you think the disciples asked Jesus how they should pray? (see Luke 11.1)  
 
 
 

- Do you think you need to learn how to pray? Why or why not? 
  
 

 
 
 
What 2 divisions or parts do you observe in this prayer? What do you think is the significance of these 2 divi-
sions? 
  

Getting to know one another…

Reading Scripture together…

What? (does the Bible say?)



 
If you had the opportunity, what would you have asked Jesus to include in the Lord’s prayer? 

If the word, Father, suggests the nearness of God, “Our Father in heaven” points to God's majesty and pow-
er.  

How does the fact that God is Ruler over all creation (think black holes to the microscopic here!) make you 
feel about coming to Him with your needs and requests?  
  

What kind of faith/relationship with God does the Lord’s Prayer suggest?  
  
Imagine that your prayers, like those in the Psalms, were recorded for others to read. 
- What would people learn about your image of God? 
 

- Do most of your prayers emphasize God's fatherly presence with us or God’s awesome majesty?  
 
 
  

- Do you think you need a balance? Why or why not? 

 

Since we are not to pray repetitive ("babbling") prayers (v. 7), how can you and/or your LifeGroup make re-
peating the Lord's Prayer spiritually enriching? 

  

While all Christians recognize these verses as “The Lord's Prayer,” it is interesting  (maybe only to me!) that 
most who are more liturgical refer to it as the “Our Father.”  Which designation do you think Jesus would pre-
fer and why? 

 
  

Since Jesus instructs us to address God as OUR Father rather than MY Father, what might this mean for 
your LifeGroup? 
  

Now what? (how will I think?)

So what? (what difference does it make?)



Most LifeGroups/small groups usually use the prayer times for personal needs… How might Jesus’ teaching 
on prayer further shape and inform how your LifeGroup prays together?  
  

How can your LifeGroup encourage and enrich your personal prayer time? 

Praying for my group…

Prayer requests…
(write in advance what you want your group to pray for…) 


