



 

Acts 9.13–15: Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your 
saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name." 15 But 
the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings 
and before the people of Israel. 

Ananias had a problem. God summoned him to share the message of the gospel with the rabbi, Saul of Tarsus—the 
man we know as the apostle Paul. Yet, for Ananias, there was not a more unlikely man to become a follower of  
Jesus Christ than Paul. Paul was a man with passion. He was esteemed and he was also an opinionated, legalistic, 
zealous man who was so sure of what he believed that he was willing to see people killed who departed from his 
understanding of faith in God. Paul literally had a “take-no-prisoners” approach to his faith 

Ananias’ problem is our problem too! We have many people in our circle of relationships that we have judged un-
likely (impossible?) to ever respond positively to Jesus Christ. Yet those we consider unlikely, God may consider a  
"sure thing" because He personally knows the hearts of all.  

Opportunities abound for sharing the truth of Jesus Christ. However we only perceive these opportunities to the ex-
tent that we really want to. The crucial question is not, “God will you give me a chance to speak about Jesus with 
others?” The true question is really, “Do I want to take the chances God is giving me to speak to others about  
Jesus?”  

I remember being on study leave once and not wanting to speak to anyone about anything but the Lord challenged 
me to the contrary! I said, “All right, Lord, I am willing to speak to anyone in this hotel about you if you guide me to 
someone.” And He did! The next morning a man, who by all appearances “had it made”, joined me for breakfast. He 
had an exciting career, beautiful family, was physically fit, intelligent, good–looking. In short he was a real leader–
type. Soon the conversation came around to the usual question, “What do you do?”—usually a conversation killer 
when a non-Christian discovers I am a pastor! But not this time! He quickly confessed to me that he didn’t know 
which way he was going in life and what followed was a beautiful opportunity to share the gospel, love, and pur-
poseful presence of Jesus Christ in my life.  

Many people are hungry for God, however self–confident or uninterested they may appear to be. Many times I have 
needed this reminder because appearances are deceptive. All people need Jesus! I discovered this again with this 
man at the hotel.  

Scripture clearly reveals that God has a vision for unlikely people—Abraham, Gideon, David, Peter, and Paul… just 
to name a few! God desires us to have this same vision for the unlikely people that He wants to reach out to through 
us. Take a moment right now and prayerfully consider people in your network of relationships that you disqualify as 
improbable if not impossible. Some may be family members or even close friends. Some may be at work with you 
right now... Would you take a moment right now and ask God to give you His insight and compassion so that you 
may have  

 a rekindled faith, 
  a refreshed expectation, 
   a refocused vision, and  
    a renewed passion 

for the people that He may be placing in your heart and mind? Finally, ask God to use you in any manner He sees fit 
to share the Life that is within you. 

Enjoy your LifeGroup!
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Whose life did you admire when you were growing up? Why did you want to be like him/her?




Matthew 5.3-12: The happy life... 
 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets

What does Jesus want to teach us in the Beatitudes? 

What do you think is being “mourned” in this beatitude? 

What does it mean “to inherit the earth”? 

What is a merciful person? How is this different than merely being “nice” or “generous”? 

What does a “hunger and thirst for righteousness” look like? 

What is the relationship between “pure in heart” and “seeing God”? 

What is a “peacemaker”? 

The “poor” and the “persecuted” are promised the kingdom. What is Jesus promising? 

Getting to know one another…

Reading Scripture together…

What? (does the Bible say?)



Here’s a creative exercise to gain a new appreciation for the Beatitudes: try “reversing” them. Rephrase 
them from an inverse point of view (for example, “Miserable are the arrogant, for theirs is the kingdom 
of hell.”). 

Did you learn anything new from the Beatitudes when studied this way? If so, what? 

“Blessed are the persecuted...” Why would the world hate the kind of people described in the beati-
tudes? 

 

Which beatitude(s) most impacted you this week? Why? 

Can the Beatitudes be cultivated through commitment, dedication, and/or discipline? Why or why not?  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was killed by the Nazis because of his faith, wrote: “With every beatitude the 
gulf is widened between the disciples and the rest of the world.” How can the Beatitudes challenge 
you and your LifeGroup to live differently? 

Now what? (how will I think?)

So what? (what difference does it make?)



 
Prayer requests…

(write in advance what you want your group to pray for…) 

Praying for my group…


