



 
Last week we observed where we go with our failures, this week we shall learn how to live with them... 
Just when Joshua appears to have resolved his failure honorably his treaty backfires. The allied kings, who had in-
tended to enlist the Gibeonites in their cause, now prepare to launch a vengeful attack against their city in order to 
punish them for their treachery. (Joshua 10.1-5) When the Gibeonites behold the soldiers arrayed against them they 
send word to Joshua to come to their defense in accordance with the treaty he freely established with them. 
We easily recognize our personal failures but resolving them can be a different matter. While grace may pardon our 
sin, the challenge remains to freely live in God’s mercy amidst those whose actions continue to remind us of the 
failures we wish could be forgotten forever... 
Then the men of Gibeon sent word to Joshua to the camp at Gilgal, saying, “Do not abandon your servants; come 
up to us quickly and save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites that live in the hill country have assembled 
against us.” (Joshua 10.6) 
How easy it would be for Joshua to turn his back on the Gibeonites or erupt with aggravation: “Such nerve! First 
you deceive me into signing a treaty with you and NOW you want me to accept responsibility for your security?! 
You’re on your own!...” Instead Joshua stood firm and honored the covenant he erroneously made with the 
Gibeonites. He went to war on their behalf without bitterness or malice. His restraint with them only serves to high-
light his own righteous character. 
Joshua may have allowed himself to be swindled by the Gibeonites but he refused to surrender his “tomorrows” to 
yesterday’s sin. His example reveals three fundamental principles for living with our failures: 
1. Stand by the commitments that you make before the Lord— even when they prove hurtful, costly, inconvenient, 
and frustrating. Forgiveness does not ameliorate God’s call to us for upright and faithful conduct with others. 
2. Don’t complain even when your mistakes come back to (repeatedly) harass you. Trust the Lord to bring resolu-
tion. 
3. Serve faithfully without excuse or half-hearted commitment. Serve the needs created by your self-imposed sin on 
the basis of the covenant that God has established with you. Look beyond the urgency of the present to the perma-
nency of God’s promise to honor all those who keep a covenant with Him and thereby bring honor to His name. 
So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him and all the valiant warriors. And the LORD 
said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I have given them into your hands; not one of them shall stand before you.” 
So Joshua came upon them suddenly by marching all night from Gilgal. And the Lord confounded them before Is-
rael, and He slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon... (Joshua 10.7-10) 
And so it was that Joshua— a man of self-imposed failure, easily deceived, and arrogantly self-reliant—-came to 
stand at the threshold of a miracle. 
Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the sons of Israel, and 
he said in the sight of Israel, “O sun, stand still at Gibeon, O moon in the valley of Aijalon.” So the sun stood still, 
and the moon stopped... And there was no day like that before it or after it, when the LORD listened to the voice of a 
man; for the LORD fought for Israel. (Joshua 10.12-15) 
Dear ones do not let the uniqueness of that day obscure a dramatic promise that is emblazoned across the horizon of 
biblical revelation: 
God stands ready to 
    accomplish his Kingdom purposes 
       wherever He finds devoted people 
          who contritely subject their failures to His lordship; 
             who faithfully serve amidst circumstances created by their sin; 
                and who honor their commitments with integrity despite embarrassment, nuisance, and cost. 
Joshua reminds us that it is not our failures that ultimately jeopardize our tomorrows... It is our hesitation to forth-
rightly and uprightly deal with them before the Lord. 
Enjoy your LifeGroup! 
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We all had experiences growing up when we felt that we were either “in” or “out” with a group we 
wanted to be a part of. What is one of your earliest memories of this? How did you feel to be “in” and/
or “out”? How did it affect your relationships? 




Colossians 2.1-15 
1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all 
those who have not personally seen my face, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in 
love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowl-
edge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I 
say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument. 5 For even though I am absent in body, neverthe-
less I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ. For I want 
you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who 
have not personally seen my face, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and at-
taining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God’s 
mystery, that is, Christ Himself, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I say this so that 
no one will delude you with persuasive argument. 5 For even though I am absent in body, nevertheless I am with you 
in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ. 
Col. 2:6   Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 having been firmly rooted and 
now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. 
Col. 2:8   See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition 
of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 9 For in Him all the 
fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all 
rule and authority; 11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the re-
moval of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; 12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which 
you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 When you 
were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, hav-
ing forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, 
which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 When He had disarmed 
the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him 

What are Paul’s concerns for the Colossians? 

What results did Paul expect from his work on their behalf? 

What does it mean to be “firmly rooted in” and “built up in Him”? 

What does Paul mean when he writes: “[Jesus] canceled the certificate of debt”? 

Reading Scripture together…

Getting to know one another…

What? (does the Bible say?)



Paul is clearly alarmed at the false teaching/distortions regarding Jesus that have infected the Church. 
What can you do to protect yourself from modern distortions? Do you feel that you would recognize 
them? Why or why not? 

What do you think are some of today’s counterfeits of Christianity? 

In libraries and on the Internet there are mountains of information. Paul says we find “all the hidden 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge” in Christ (v. 3). How might Paul understand the difference be-
tween information on the one hand, and wisdom and knowledge on the other? 

For Paul, King Jesus himself is the center of the cosmos, the key to life and the universe, the image of 
the invisible God, the clue to genuinely human existence. Have you had difficulties with the idea that 
Jesus Christ is not one alternative way to have a spiritual experience but is the center of reality? Ex-
plain. If the centrality of Christ has not been a problem for you, why do you think other people find it 
offensive? 

For the Romans every crucifixion of a rebel king, even a strange one like Jesus, was another symbolic 
triumph for Rome, and hence, in Jewish eyes, for the power of paganism as a whole. Now blink, rub 
your eyes and read 2:14–15 again. On the cross, Paul declares that it actually is the other way around. 
God, not Rome, is triumphant. What does the triumph of God, in Christ, mean to you? (Vs 14-15) 
 

 

How can you develop strong roots in Christ? What resources have been valuable to you that you might 
share with your LifeGroup? 

Now what? (what difference does it make?)

So what? (how will I think?)



Whatever new idea someone comes up with, Paul says, this is the acid test: Is it “according to Christ” (v. 
2:8)? Does it have Jesus, the Messiah, the Lord, as its center and focus?  What practical steps can you/
your LifeGroup take to “see to it that no one takes you captive” through false ideas? 

Who are the people in your life who have a distorted view of Jesus? How might you help them have a 
clearer understanding of Jesus? 

In what areas of your life do you especially need the “wisdom and knowledge” of Christ? 

How might your LifeGroup discern and encourage her members with the “wisdom and knowledge” of 
Christ? 

 

Praying for my group…

Prayer requests…
(write in advance what you want your group to pray for…)


