



 

Joshua 23.1-3: Now it came about after many days, when the Lord had given rest to Israel from all their enemies on 
every side, and Joshua was old, advanced in years, 2 that Joshua called for all Israel, for their elders and their 
heads and their judges and their officers, and said to them, "I am old, advanced in years. 3 "And you have seen all 
that the Lord your God has done to all these nations because of you, for the Lord your God is He who has been 
fighting for you…

This is Joshua’s final message, one last good-bye, from a beloved leader to his people because he knows his death is 
imminent. It is the passionate charge of a godly man and a commanding leader whose eye remains on the future. 
Therefore his strategic intent is to inspire his people to remain faithful to the Lord so that they may bequeath their 
victory, blessings, ground, and gain to each succeeding generation. As such, his farewell message forms a foundation 
for the people of God who desires to faithfully possess their tomorrows, freely embrace their todays, and impart a 
lasting legacy of faithfulness.

Joshua publicly acknowledged and praised God for the victories they had experienced together under God’s leader-
ship. Joshua’s speech is not about Joshua it is about the Lord. Remarkably absent is any recitation of personal ac-
complishment or self-serving praise. Joshua truly believed that Israel’s victories came solely from God’s leadership 
and not from his own. His lifestyle of praise equipped those around him to understand their present well being and 
future security was found in God and not in his own loving leadership. True and transforming victory comes only 
from the hand of God. Wise is the one who understands this. Thankful is the one who experiences this. Faithful is 
the one who declares it.

Joshua testified to God’s faithfulness to honor every promise He has made (v14). While Joshua’s integrity cultivated 
respect for the authority God had anointed him with, it is important to recognize that he did absolutely nothing to 
establish a personality cult that would be dependent upon his every whim, wish, or word. Joshua went out of his way 
to develop a worldview that perceived well-being, peace, and triumph as signs of God’s covenant faithfulness rather 
than his own wisdom and ingenuity. Joshua was committed to making this a nation that was independently depen-
dent on God and not on any single individual. Joshua’s example imparted the understanding that the security and 
hope of Israel were rooted in God’s faithfulness to uphold His promises and not in her mortal leadership. 

Joshua declared that God’s promises would ensure their future victories (23.10). Whenever the people of God forget 
or neglect the promises of God they are treading on precarious soil because they will usually turn to the spiritual 
counterfeits of God’s promises— Power, Prestige, and/or Personal Gain. These are counterfeits because they provide 
inspiration, focus, and vision for living— just like God’s promises— but they are birthed in selfishness, fear, and a 
godless will to power. They inspire idolatry rather than faithfulness and therefore they are costly to the souls of the 
men in whom they reside. Such men are self-serving rather than God-serving. They become takers and users rather 
than servers and givers. Such men may pride themselves for their spirituality but in fact their faith has meaning only 
to the extent that it satisfies their wants and feeds their desires. 

There is never a time when the people of God do not need their faith buttressed by God’s promises for our future. 
Life is dynamic not static—despite the attempts by some to control everything! Each day we face sin’s troika—the 
world, the flesh, and the devil. Tomorrow’s insecurities and disappointments may quickly unseat today’s triumphs. 
Therefore, God promises that He will fight for us and deliver us safely as we will cling to Him and order our lives 
under His authority. The people whose mind is fastened on God’s promises for their future will not act precipitously 
in the present because they understand that God’s promises have already secured their future today. 

Enjoy your LifeGroup! 

weekend

resource guide 
for the week of 2 June



What is your earliest memory of praying out loud in front of others? What did that feel like? Do you re-
member what you prayed for? 




Colossians 3.18-4.5 
3:18   Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be em-
bittered against them. 20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. 21 
Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart. 

22   Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely 
please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord 
rather than for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord 
Christ whom you serve. 25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, 
and that without partiality. 

4:1   Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven. 

2   Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; 3 praying at the same time for us 
as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which 
I have also been imprisoned; 4 that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak. 

5   Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. 6 Let your speech always 
be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person. 

What’s your initial overall reaction to this passage? 

What questions does this passage raise for you? 

What are the underlying attitudes in how family members are to treat one another? 

In what ways does Paul’s commands to wives and to husbands complement one another? 

What responsibilities do children and fathers have? 

Reading Scripture together…

Getting to know one another…

What? (does the Bible say?)



What visible/tangible difference might a relationship with Jesus Christ make for slaves and masters? 

If everyone lived up to Paul’s teaching in this passage, what would the resulting relationships look like? 

Consider Paul’s instruction and apply this to your household (single or married) and to your market-
place relationships. What changes might the Holy Spirit want to make in you to bring you into greater 
alignment with Paul’s instruction? 

Compare Paul’s prayers in Colossians 4 with your prayers for others. What are the situations in your life 
where you need vigilance to “behave wisely towards outsiders,” that is, people who have not come un-
der the reign of Jesus (v. 5)? 

 

How can you have an attitude of service toward others where you work? 

What is one way you can improve the way you regard and treat others in your (extended) family and/or 
where you work? 

All of Paul’s relational teaching is unconditional — they do not rely on the behavior and response of the 
“other” person. What steps can you take to make your relationships more unconditional? 

Now what? (what difference does it make?)



How can a LifeGroup be both unconditional in her relationships and intentional about building com-
munity? 

Where would you like your LifeGroup to pray for “open doors” for you this summer (v3)? 

 

Praying for my group…

Prayer requests…
(write in advance what you want your group to pray for…)


