



Philippians 2.5: Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 
bondslave, and being made in the likeness of men. 

Every Christian is saved to serve. While it is fashionable in our day to refer to oneself as a “follower of Jesus,” let us 
be careful not to presume that this self-designation inevitably produces the mindset that is essential to service that is 
distinctly Christian. Like Jesus, the mindset and self-regard that will distinguish us is this: “I am a slave to God.” 
This is not merely a quaint understanding or metaphor. It is the naked truth that exists at the core of our being. This 
identity unifies our life, inspires our decisions, directs our responses, and shapes our aspirations. Either we are bond-
slaves to God or we are bondslaves to someone or something else. 

Three Greek words, in particular, are used to describe the devoted service of the people who know they have been 
“bought” by God (1Corinthians 7.23):

1. Doulos. It means, quite simply, “bondslave.” Paul described himself as a “bondslave to Jesus” (Romans 1.1) who 
wore the chains of a slave and was branded with the marks of a slave (2Tim 1.16; Gal 6.17). He saw wholehearted 
dedication as the only possible reaction of the redeemed. After all, we “are not our own; we were bought with a price 
(1Corinthians 6.19-20). In fact, to live our lives disconnected from this awareness is to follow a false teaching that 
actually “denies the Master who bought us” (2 Peter 2.1). This metaphor is bold and countercultural to an age fixed 
on freedom and entitlement. The bondslave had few rights according to the law and could demand no special privi-
lege. Their money, time, future, and family were at the disposal of their master. This is what it meant to be a slave  
and it is this image that the New Testament writers deliberately took over. The highest position a Christian can desire 
is to become a slave… and the good news is that it is open to any and all regardless of ethnicity, status, power, 
wealth, intellect, or ability. Jesus is an equal opportunity Master!  

2. Leitourgos. If doulos speaks of service to Christ, leitourgos speaks of our worship of God. It is first and primarily 
the act of surrendered worship (Luke 1.23; Acts 13.2). In fact, it is the word we get our word, “liturgy”, from. This 
word speak of the service of God in worship and in work. It is brought before us as the right and duty of every 
Christian. It is not something that is restricted to “professional clergy” or only the “mature believers.” Christian giv-
ing (2Corinthians 9.12; Romans 15.27), serving under others as unto the Lord (Philippians 2.30), or sharing our faith 
so that others may be lifted up to God (Romans 15.16) are all examples of service. This mindset is best summed up 
in Colossians 3.17: “And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through 
him to God the Father.”  

3. Diakonos. This is the origin of the English word, “deacon” and was used to describe the menial tasks of a slave. 
Jesus is called by this name as are the apostles (1 Corinthians 3.6; 1 Timothy 4.6). This word applies to feeding the 
hungry; teaching hungry minds; the ministry of prayer; the ministry of giving others in need; the ministry of evange-
lism; the ministry of humble assistance; and living a devoted life in the face of suffering and hardship (Acts 6.1, 4; 
11.29; 19.22; 21.19; 20.24). When one is a slave no act of service can be regarded as too menial or exacting it it 
might commend and express the gospel of the grace of God.  

A slave must follow their master while a follower may choose based on desire or convenience. All slaves have this 
in common: they share a universal duty to serve and a universal readiness to respond when their Master calls them. 
Followers! On your mark… get ready… SERVE!  Enjoy your LifeGroup!
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Can you think of a time when the power or comfort of a friendship impacted your life? What made this expe-
rience so powerful? 

 

What makes Christian fellowship distinct? Is there a difference between Christian friendship and Christian 
fellowship? What, if anything really constitutes biblical fellowship? Does gathering in small groups guarantee 
authentic Christian fellowship? Coffee and bagels? Social events and activities? Perhaps more than any other 
passage of Scripture, these opening verses of 1 John establish the basis of authentic fellowship that is to be 
enjoyed and experienced by all Christians. More importantly, these verses enable us to discover how we can 
know we have fellowship with God. 

1 John 1.1-10: No god but God for us…
We proclaim to you the one who existed from the beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw him with our 
own eyes and touched him with our own hands. He is the Word of life. 2 This one who is life itself was revealed to us, 
and we have seen him. And now we testify and proclaim to you that he is the one who is eternal life. He was with the 
Father, and then he was revealed to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard so 
that you may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We are 
writing these things so that you may fully share our joy.

5 This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light, and there is no darkness in him at 
all. 6 So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in spiritual darkness; we are not prac-
ticing the truth. 7 But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and 
the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.

8 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9 But if we confess our sins to 
him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 10 If we claim we have not 
sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his word has no place in our hearts.

Read 1 John 1:1-10. John begins this chapter by announcing an apostolic message. What is the content of 
that message (1 John 1:1-2)? 

What are John's reasons for announcing his message (1 John 1:3-4)? 

Read 1 John 1:5–2:2. What contrasts does John draw between darkness and light? 

What does John mean by the phrase “walk in the light” (1:7)? 

Reading scripture together…

Getting to know one another…

What? (does the Bible say?)



In light of this apostolic message, what is the foundation of our fellowship as Christians? 

John provides a test by which we can know if we have fellowship with God (1 John 1:5-10). The first part of 
John's test concerns the way we live or "walk" (1 John 1:6-7). What is the relationship between our conduct 
and our claim to have fellowship with God? 

The second part of John's test concerns our attitude toward sin (1 John 1:8-10). What does our denial or 
confession of sin reveal about the reality of our relationship with God? 

 

Consider what you think of when you hear the word “fellowship” in Christian circles. How do your impres-
sions compare with John’s usage of the word “fellowship” in 1:3? 

What does it mean to have fellowship with God and each other? What does this look like? 
  

John indicates (1.6-9) that confession combats the capacity of sin to deceive us. How might you cultivate the 
spiritual discipline of confession? What will it look like? 
  

Now what? (what difference does it make?)

So what? (how will I think?)



Do you think there is a difference between Christian friendship and Christian fellowship as presented by 
John? Why or why not?  
  

  

How might your LifeGroup be intentional about cultivating fellowship that is in keeping with what John de-
scribes in his letter?How might we introduce those who don’t yet know the Lord into meaningful fellowship 
opportunities that are gathered around Him? 

 

Praying for my group…

Prayer requests (write it down in advance)


