



All Israel was outraged, betrayed, and frightened. The last time something similar to this happened God judged them 
with a severe plague that killed thousands. This time they had determined to be resolute—never again will they al-
low this offense to go uncontested (Joshua 22.10-20).

The cause of this crisis was very simple. The tribes east of the Jordan (Rueben, Gad, and Manasseh) had constructed 
an enormous and impressive altar that could be seen from everywhere. The leaders of Israel were certain that this 
was an act of hubris and rebellion. It appeared to them that the eastern tribes intended to establish their own “wor-
ship center” east of the Jordan, forsake the Tabernacle at Bethel, and worship the pagan gods of the Caananites. 
Every crisis needs a cause… but beware: looks can be deceiving… 

When the armies of Israel confronted the eastern tribes they discovered that their outrage was completely unfound-
ed. Instead of idolatry they discovered a passionate fidelity that evidenced the nobility, and singular commitment of 
a people that desired to remain true to God and united with all His people.

“The Mighty One, God, the Lord, the Mighty One, God, the Lord! He knows, and may Israel itself know. If it was in 
rebellion, or if in an unfaithful act against the Lord do not Thou save us this day! 23 “If we have built us an altar to 
turn away from following the Lord, or if to offer a burnt offering or grain offering on it, or if to offer sacrifices of 
peace offerings on it, may the Lord Himself require it. 24 “But truly we have done this out of concern, for a reason, 
saying, ‘In time to come your sons may say to our sons, “What have you to do with the Lord, the God of Israel?’…
26 Therefore we said, ‘Let us build an altar, not for burnt offering or for sacrifice; 27 rather it shall be a witness 
between us...’ (Joshua 22.22-24)

There is a timeless and essential Kingdom principle here: fidelity and unity are inseparable. Authentic worship and 
credible righteousness necessitate a steadfast commitment to and involvement with the congregation of God’s peo-
ple. 

Church membership is a vulnerable and realistic admission of spiritual need and a hunger for community. Twice-
born people (see John 3.3) need a family’s love just as much as a just-born child. But this hunger will never be sati-
ated if the same insouciance and transience we see in the world around us should mark our relationships in the 
Church. In membership I confess that I need a church family that provides prayer support, corrective admonition, 
godly examples, an encouraging word, prophetic insight, an equipping hand, and a sending purpose.

Church membership is not an unspiritual capitulation to the last remaining vestiges of dead ecclesiastical institution-
alism. It is a deliberate commitment, catalyzed by the Holy Spirit, which displays a royal loyalty that confesses:

I am a member of the King’s family. I know in what house He has placed me. Therefore let
my presence in His house; 

my participation with His people; 
my persistent commitment to His call; and 

my passion to serve His loved ones 
reflect  

my identity as one accepted and adopted; 
my gratitude for His love and saving hand; 

my surrender to His authority and commands; 
and my love for His larger Body, the Church.

Enjoy your LifeGroup!
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What was your favorite “team” experience growing up? Why? (“Team” does not necessarily mean a sports 
team) 

 

 

1 John 2.18-29: Antimessiahs and community…
18 Dear children, the last hour is here. You have heard that the Antichrist is coming, and already many such an-
tichrists have appeared. From this we know that the last hour has come. 19 These people left our churches, but they 
never really belonged with us; otherwise they would have stayed with us. When they left, it proved that they did not 
belong with us.

20 But you are not like that, for the Holy One has given you his Spirit, and all of you know the truth. 21 So I 
am writing to you not because you don’t know the truth but because you know the difference between truth and lies. 
22 And who is a liar? Anyone who says that Jesus is not the Christ. Anyone who denies the Father and the Son is an 
antichrist. 23 Anyone who denies the Son doesn’t have the Father, either. But anyone who acknowledges the Son has 
the Father also.

24 So you must remain faithful to what you have been taught from the beginning. If you do, you will remain 
in fellowship with the Son and with the Father. 25 And in this fellowship we enjoy the eternal life he promised us.

26 I am writing these things to warn you about those who want to lead you astray. 27 But you have received 
the Holy Spirit, and he lives within you, so you don’t need anyone to teach you what is true. For the Spirit teaches 
you everything you need to know, and what he teaches is true—it is not a lie. So just as he has taught you, remain in 
fellowship with Christ.

28 And now, dear children, remain in fellowship with Christ so that when he returns, you will be full of 
courage and not shrink back from him in shame.

29 Since we know that Christ is righteous, we also know that all who do what is right are God’s children.

NOTE: In verses 18–19 John tells us how to recognize an antimessiah which is literally what “antichrist” 
means. Jesus had warned that “false messiahs” would arise after him and deceive many people, perhaps 
even some from among his own followers. Some of those who had been with Jesus’ followers did go off af-
ter these new people/movements that John says are actually antimessianic movements.  
What, according to John in verses 18–27, characterizes antimessiahs and false teaching? 

What is the promise for those who are still on earth at Christ’s appearing (vv. 28–29)? 

What does “remain in fellowship” mean (vs 24, 27, 28)? 

Reading scripture together…

Getting to know one another…

What? (does the Bible say?)

Getting to know one another…



What does this passage teach us about our responsibility for preserving the truth, abiding in Christ, and per-
severing in the faith? 

 

No doubt many different people have taught you the Word of God over the years. Then how do you explain 
his statement that “you do not need to have anyone teach you” (v. 27)? 

The promised and imminent return of Jesus is a significant theme in the New Testament. What are your feel-
ings about the prospect of Christ’s return: apprehension, joy, confidence, uncertainty or something else? 

Is theology important to you? Why or why not? 

How do you evaluate the truth claims of others who also claim the Holy Spirit’s inspiration but may be teach-
ing/encouraging error? 

 

What does it look like, practically speaking, for your LifeGroup to abide in the ways John mentions? 

How can abiding in this way offer protection from the deceptions of the antimessiahs? 

Now what? (what difference does it make?)

So what? (how will I think?)



What are theological understandings that your LifeGroup would consider “out-of-bounds” and needing cor-
rection on the spot? What would be the best way to do this? 

What would theological growth look like for you? What steps would you be willing to take? How can your 
LifeGroup encourage you? 

Praying for my group…

Prayer requests (write it down in advance)


