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FOSTERING A NEW FAITH COMMUNITY

Design, Layout, and Photography by Brad Claypool (brad.claypool@davidccook.com)

God designed us to live in community and to experience Him in ways that can only happen 
in proximity to one another. The faith community serves to create an environment to equip 
and disciple parents, to celebrate God’s faithfulness, and to bring a richness of worship through 
tradition and rituals, which offer children an identity. 

In this issue, we explore the environment of FAITH COMMUNITY. The Bible refers to this 
community in many ways: the body of Christ, the believers, and those who walk in the faith. 
Since God designed us to live in community, there are experiences with Him that can only 
be had within the context of relationships. In those relationships, we experience aspects of 
God’s characteristics that are new to us, we receive a fuller picture of who we are, we get 
new pictures of what our Father’s love looks like, and we learn to embrace our true identity 
in Christ as it is affirmed and called out by those who love us.

We believe that the Holy Spirit is God’s chosen teacher. It is He who causes spiritual 
growth and formation when and as He chooses. As such, we have articulated 10 distinct 
environments to create in your home. We desire to create spiritual space, which we refer 
to as an environment, in which God’s Spirit can move freely.

Michelle Anthony
Family Ministry Architect

David C Cook

 Follow Michelle: @TruInspiration

When I think about the environment of FAITH COMMUNITY, 
I’m overwhelmed by feelings of joy, love, and goodness. However, 
all too often in my ministry I see kids who don’t experience these 
feelings because sin has ripped their faith communities apart. As 
a children’s minister, it’s amazing to watch a transformational new 
faith community established through foster care. 

One couple in our church, the Keys, demonstrate this heart for 
faith communities by opening up their home to kids in need. This 
couple, in their late 60s, recently fostered a two-year-old boy for 
ten months. What I witnessed was truly God at work.

When we first got to know this boy, he was shy and reserved. 
However, at the end of his time with the Keys, he exuded joy and a 
playful spirit when surrounded by his new faith community whom 
he’d grown to trust. This faith community of family members and 
church friends grew attached to this young boy as well. Through 
birthday parties, countless hugs, and much more, this child 
experienced the love of people—and, ultimately, the love of God.

The boy and his foster parents bonded quickly, and we pray 
that this bond will last. Even though the boy has gone home to 
live with his birth mom, the Keys still remain connected to him 
through visits and much prayer. And the boys’ birth parents are 
now an extended part of the Keys’ faith community.

The Keys view the last ten months as transformative in their 
lives and the lives of their children and grandchildren. They gave 
the boy’s birth mom a copy of Spiritual Parenting by Michelle 
Anthony. They pray daily the book will be a catalyst for salvation 
in the lives of this special boy and his parents as well as a catalyst 
for the beginning of a new faith community.

by Kyle Zimmerman, Children’s Minister, Atascadero (Calif.) Bible Church
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EDITOR’S NOTE

February: It’s the month of love. Candy hearts 
and flowers may be everywhere, but this year, 
consider focusing on loving those in your faith 
community. This month’s issue of HomeFront 
is jam-packed with resources to help you to 
live out God’s instruction to first love Him 
and then to share His love with others. From 
a crowd-pleasing FAMILY TIME RECIPE 
(page 12) to Valentine’s Day cards in the 
CAPTURING THE SEASON section (pages 6 
and 33), our team hopes to equip you to make 
living out this commandment simpler.

This month, as you spend time with 
your family, remind them of the impact an 
uncomplicated note can make by sharing 
the TRADITIONS article (page 19). 
STORYTELLING (page 8) captures a life 
experience that made the writer question 
what life might be like if she found herself with 
no community at all—no family or no friends 
to love and protect her. And on the opposite 
end of the spectrum, the MARRIAGE article 
(page 30) talks about the blessings that come 
from living life in true community—choosing 
to surround yourself with others through the 
ups and downs of life. 

God didn’t design us to live out this life alone. 
We need Him, and we need each other. A faith 
community offers a support system of like-minded 
believers and provides a powerful foundation for 
our children. Being intentional about showing 
love to our faith community gives our children a 
great starting point in knowing they’re not alone 
on their journeys of faith. 

We pray that the resources in this month’s 
HomeFront become launching points for 
your family to share God’s love with your faith 
community and eventually the rest of the world. 

Debbie Guinn
Senior Managing Editor
David C Cook
debbie.guinn@davidccook.com

Loving HomeFront?

Let’s Be Social!

This Spiritual 
Parenting resource 
can be sent directly 

to your inbox for 
FREE every month!

Subscribe today at

HomeFrontSPHomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP

HomeFrontMag.com
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Memorizing Scripture can be an incredible 
practice to engage in as a family. But words in 
and of themselves will not necessarily transform 
us; it is God’s Spirit in these words who 
transforms. We come to know God more when 
we’re willing to open our hearts and listen to 
His Holy Spirit through the words we memorize. 
Have fun with this verse, and think of creative 
ways to invite your family to open up to God as 
they commit the verse to memory.

FAMILY VERSE

Remember to have fun! Strive to make 
each gathering unique to your own 
family as you enjoy spending time 

with God and each other.

3

Look through HomeFront and see 
what stands out. Choose two or 

three experiences you would like to 
incorporate into your family times 
each week. Don’t feel burdened to 
complete all the activities at once, 
but carefully select which ones will 
fit your family best. This resource 
provides your family with more 

than enough experiences to create 
transforming environments in your 

home throughout the month.

2

1
Start by deciding on a day and time 
that work well for your entire family. 
It can be an evening, afternoon, or 
morning. Just commit to building 

this time into your family’s natural 
rhythm. It’s usually best to build this 

time around a meal.

ONE
TWO

THREE

HOW TO USE 
FAMILY TIME ...

It’s as easy as

FAMILY TIME

Family Time ideas!
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family time

capturing the season

Love 

Ditch DING-DONG 
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family time

capturing the season

This month we’re putting a twist 
on Ding-Dong Ditch. Instead of 
using the game to annoy people, 
let’s redeem it by using it to show 
love to the people God has placed 
in our lives.

F
irst, get your family together to discuss 
who in your community could use 
some love. It may be a single parent 
doing her best to work and raise 

her children alone. Or it could be a family 
that’s been struggling and could benefit 
from simply knowing they’re loved. Maybe 
it’s a school friend who isn’t a part of a faith 
community but would enjoy seeing how 
God’s people love and serve each other. God 
doesn’t limit the people for whom He desires 
for us to show love, and with this activity, you 
get to choose the person you want to bless! 

Using the KIDS IN THE KITCHEN 
recipe on page 14, bake up some Mason Jar 
Brownies. For each jar, cut out and attach 
one of the Valentine’s Day cards found on 
page 33. Make sure the family is home, 
and then sneak up to the front porch and 
set down your package of treats. Ring the 
doorbell and run quickly to hide or drive 
away as the family opens the door and feels 
surprised and loved by your gift. (You might 
sign the cards if you think the recipients 
will be uneasy about eating treats from an 
anonymous gift-giver.)

Who knows—Love Ding-Dong Ditch could 
become a new Valentine’s Day tradition for 
your family!

by Debbie Guinn
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family time

storytelling

No 
COMMUNITY

O
ne day a mom and her two sons walked to the park. As they approached, they saw 
a lady swaying back and forth on a bench by the playground. It was evident the lady 
was without a home and had made her bed on the bench. The mom didn’t want her 
children to be uncomfortable around this displaced woman. She didn’t want her boys 

to be scared by her unconventional appearance or disgusted by the woman’s unpleasant 
odor. This mom wanted her children to see the woman who happened to be homeless and 
care for her because that’s what Jesus would do. The mom knew it would be easier to turn 
around and ignore the lady, but compassion won over comfort. 

They continued toward the park. It was clear that the lady was out of control. She half 
yelled and half sang, her mouth displaying gaps where her teeth should have been.

The mom wondered: What’s her story? How has this woman come to be here on this bench, 
completely unaware that children are playing right in front of her? What has polluted her 
body that makes her incapable of sitting still? How long has she been without a bed to sleep 
in? When was the last time she sat down at a friend or family’s table for dinner. Ever?

Where are her people? Her church? Her community?

As the mom and her boys got closer, the lady became agitated and began yelling. The brothers 
stopped playing and listened to her screams. All at once, she stood up and shouted, “I’m a freak! 
I’m a freak!” 

In that moment, the mom’s heart broke into a thousand tiny slivers. Part of her wanted to 
run to this wanderer, grab her face, and say, “You are not a freak. You are loved, and seen, and 
God wants more for you.” The other part, the mom part, wanted to whisk away her children 
and protect their eyes from seeing the ugly in our broken world, the situations that seem scary 
and uncomfortable.

The mom realized this lady’s situation would never happen to her because of her faith 
community. The friends and family that surrounded the mom loved her, held her accountable, 
worshipped alongside her, and consistently pointed her back to Christ and His Scripture. 
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family time

storytelling

9

They were the safe people who cared for her kids and shared conversation over 
the dinner table. And the mom did the same for them. Her community would be 
there to take in her family should tragedy strike or job loss occur. But what about 
this lady who made her home on this bench? Who was caring for her? Who was 
showing her love?

If only this lady could know love, the mom thought—the God-given love 
that overflows when shared with others, the sacrificial type of love. Would 
it be enough to hang up her problems and addictions, to take one small step 
toward being whole?

The mom motioned for the boys to come to her and looked at their 
wide eyes. She asked, “What are you guys thinking? How did that lady 
make you feel? What did you hear?” 

She explained that the bench was the lady’s home, her bed, her 
closet. The boys wondered aloud if she had kids, a mom and dad, 
or friends. Offering words for their unknown questions, the mom 
talked about why the woman didn’t have control over her body 
and couldn’t sit still, and why they shouldn’t ever call anyone 
a freak. Ever. Jesus loves this woman the same as He loves 
them. And then the mom talked with her boys about how 
much they had to be grateful for in the friends and family 
that surrounded them and how sad it was that this lady was 
all alone.

The mom suggested they pray for the lady. The 
oldest boy whispered, “I already have been.” She 
looked them in the eye and said, “In life, you will have 
people surrounding you who love Jesus, people who 
don’t, and people like the homeless lady who may 
not even know there is a Jesus. There is joy when 
you care for all of these people, and especially 
those who need it most.” 

The mom knew she couldn’t end poverty 
overnight, but she could teach her sons to 
see one person at a time—to acknowledge 
the person’s presence, affirm her value 
as a person, and love her because God 
first loved us. And she could model 
and encourage her boys to be a part 
of God’s story, investing themselves 
in other’s lives, instead of going this 
Christian journey alone. Starting 
with the lady on the bench.

by Bekah Pogue
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BIBLE

family time

god’s word

Now, before you begin that email to the editor, let me explain. For years, 
traditional methods of Bible memorization have successfully helped kids to hide God’s Word 
in their hearts. However, these methods may have fallen short in the areas of comprehension 
and integration into the kids’ faith communities. 

Although the goal of memorizing God’s Word should remain one of our highest priorities, 
the way we go about it may need to change. Gone might be the days of bribing kids with 
stickers and giant Pixy Stix or oversimplifying the message to make it easier to remember. 

It’s not enough for us to simply memorize and recite on our own. We’re also called to 
hear and share God’s Word together. When any of my three children memorize a Bible 
verse, I get really excited. That excitement often doesn’t last after I ask them, “What does 
that mean?” Things break down quickly without sharing and discussing the verse in 
community.  In the sharing and discussing we begin to fully comprehend and absorb God’s 
truth as well as create the environment for relationships that help us live out our faith.   

The biblical pattern is simple.  

Is It Time to Scratch

BIBLE
MEMORIZATION?

HEARING         SHARING         HEARING         SHARING 
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family time

god’s word

God shared His word with Moses. Moses heard the word and 
shared it with his faith community. The prophets heard the word 
and shared it with God’s people. Then God shared Jesus, the 
Word made flesh (John 1:1), with us, and we, in turn, are responsible 
to share the Word—Jesus—with our faith community. As Romans 
10:17 says, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the 
word of Christ” (ESV).

God designed us to live in community and to hear and share 
when we gather (Deuteronomy 6:6–9). This concept implies a deep 
understanding and commitment to relationships—relationships that 
involve hearing and sharing of God’s Word and celebrating who 
God is. The stronger the hearing and sharing of God’s Word, the 
stronger the faith community and family.  

HEAR IT
As a family or faith community, read together Deuteronomy 6:6–9. 
Brainstorm some creative ways you can hear, share, and respond to 
God’s Word together. Some ideas:

• Think back to how you memorized your ABCs. You probably 
learned a song that’s still stuck in your head today. Seeds Family 
Worship (seedsfamilyworship.com) enables you to hear and share 
God’s Word through music. Let these Scripture songs lead you to 
discuss and celebrate God’s faithfulness together. This resource 
provides free memory cards that connect with the music to help 
you equip and disciple one another. Ask one another, “What is your 
favorite song and why?” 

• YouVersion (bible.com/kids) makes a Bible App for Kids that tells 
the Bible in a creative and interactive way. Each section includes 
questions for kids to answer, and the questions can be used to spark 
discussions with your family or larger faith community.

• Dedicate a wall or bulletin board in your home to sharing your 
favorite Bible verses. Each month, let someone in the family pick his 
favorite verse to share on the wall for memorization and discussion 
around the dinner table. Celebrate together the ways God’s Word has 
equipped, challenged, and formed who you are as a child of God.  

DO IT
In The Message, Colossians 3:16 says, “Let the Word of Christ—the 
Message—have the run of the house. Give it plenty of room in your 
lives. Instruct and direct one another using good common sense. 
And sing, sing your hearts out to God!”

Get started, and make it fun! The hardest part is starting. Start 
with one of the ideas provided and pick a day and time once a 
week. Let God’s Word “have the run of the house.” Write it on your 
walls. Sing songs together. “Give it plenty of room in your lives.” And 
discuss as a family or larger faith community ways you’re living out 
God’s Word in your daily lives.

by Matt Heinricy
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family time recipe
family time
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POTLUCK BEANS

family time recipe
family time

pot·luck
‘pät‘l  k
noun

1.   used in reference to a situation in which 
one must take a chance that whatever 
is available will prove to be good or 
acceptable

We’ve all been there—staring 
at a dish someone brought to a 
gathering, knowing we need to 
“take a chance” to see if it will 
“prove to be good or acceptable.” 
But there’s no “luck” involved in 
this month’s recipe. These beans 
wil be a hit at your next faith 
community gathering. 

POTLUCK BEANS
INGREDIENTS:
• 6 slices of bacon, sliced into small pieces • 1 c. onion, chopped • 1 clove garlic

•  1 (16 oz.) drained can of each of the following: white or northern beans, butter 
beans, kidney beans, garbanzo beans

• 14 oz. can of baked beans with molasses

• 3/4 c. ketchup • 3/4 c. brown sugar • 1/2 tsp. dry mustard • 1/4 tsp. pepper

DIRECTIONS:
In a medium skillet, fry bacon until crisp. Remove bacon and set aside. Using 
the bacon grease, sauté onion and garlic until they become clear. Scrape 
onion, garlic, and bacon grease into a large pot or slow cooker. Add all other 
ingredients and stir. Cook on stove top on medium heat or in slow cooker on 
high heat for at least one hour so all of the flavors have a chance to combine.

by Debbie Guinn

e
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kids in the kitchen
family time

Involving your children in baking and 
delivering these treats gives them an 
opportunity to be an active part of their faith 
community. These brownies are the perfect 
gift to use with this month’s CAPTURING 
THE SEASON activity (page 6). 

Yields 8 

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
-  8 (8 oz.) wide-mouthed mason jars, lids 

removed

-  baking spray or butter

- your favorite packaged brownie mix 

OPTIONAL ADDITIONS:
-ice cream

-whipped cream

-sprinkles

-chocolate chips

DIRECTIONS:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit.

2. Coat the insides of the jars with baking spray or butter.

3. Mix packaged brownie mix according to instructions on the box. Pour the batter into the jars, filling 
them half full.

4. Place the jars on a metal cookie sheet, making sure they don’t touch. Bake 20 to 25 minutes or a 
toothpick inserted in the center comes out clean.

5. Allow jars and brownies to cool completely before replacing the lids. 

6. Enjoy your brownies (with one of the tasty additions, if you choose), or deliver them to someone in 
your faith community!

by Kelli Coltman

Mason Jar 
BROWNIES

*  For an easy metric conversion chart, search the internet for “metric kitchen.”
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conversation starters
family time

O
ne of the greatest ways God shows us His love is through the faith community 
He surrounds us with. Living in the midst of community gives us plenty of 
tangible opportunities to learn about God—to give and receive grace. Take 
time this month to show gratitude for the people He’s placed in your life. 

Each week this month, as you gather at mealtime, encourage your children 
to consider the special people God has put in their lives. Starting with the 
youngest, invite family members to take turns sharing how they have experienced 
God’s love through someone else in the past week. Challenge older children to 
go one step further by sharing what they’ve learned about God’s character from 
the kindness that particular person showed them. 

Before the meal is over, brainstorm with your family how you can “pay it 
forward.” Determine as a family to uniquely share God’s love with someone in 
your community. Then, go do! Be sure to set aside a special time to report how 
“paying it forward” felt. 

 by Erika Abdelatif

Pay It
FORWARD
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SHARE?

family time

game time

ALL PLAY

This game can be played by all ages! Invite your faith community to 
join the fun as well as friends, family, and neighbors. First, write the 
following categories on index cards or pieces of paper:

• Favorite color • Favorite food • Favorite animal 

• Favorite shape • Favorite cookie • Favorite candy 

• Favorite cereal • Birthday month • Eye color • Shirt color

Feel free to add categories of your own! Then place the 
categories in a bowl, pick one person to be the announcer, and give 
her the bowl full of categories.

TIME TO PLAY!
The announcer will pick one category from the bowl and read it out 
loud. The players will then try to find people in the room who share 
the same answer. For example, if your favorite color is blue, you will 
find others in the room who also love the color blue, and you’ll stand 
in a group together. The groups will then share their answers with the 
rest of the room. The group with the most people wins the round, and  
each person on the team gets one point. 

Once you’ve gone through each category, tally each person’s 
points to see the top two scorers. Those two people will then try to 
remember the other person’s answer to each category, and whoever 
gets the most correct answers wins the game!

REMEMBER!
God designed us to live in community with one another. It allows 
us to grow personally and helps in developing spiritually healthy 
children. Allow this to be a time of enjoying and getting to know 
those in your faith community. One of the most wonderful ways to 
experience God is by growing closer to the people He created!

What Do We

SHARE?
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create
family time

Hebrews 10:24 tells us to “spur one another on toward love and good deeds.” And, specifically, we’re to “spur on” those in 
our faith community. As parents, we get the opportunity to model this for our children as we teach them to love and care 
for others in our church body and in the global church as a whole. Set aside some time this month to help your family be 
more intentional about serving in your faith community. 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:
PREPARE:
ACTIVITY:

F: Food—It’s no secret that sharing a meal with others builds community. Make it a goal to host another family from 
church for dinner once a month, or plan to meet others for lunch after church. You may also decide to serve a meal to a 
family that could use encouragement or help. 

A: Action—What practical action steps can your family take to intentionally stay connected to your faith community? 
Attending weekend church services regularly, going away to summer youth camp, participating in a babysitting co-op with 
members of your small group—these are ways to keep other believers a part of your everyday life.

M: My role—God has blessed each of us with specific gifts. Recognize one another’s gifts and how they can be used to 
serve your faith community. A budding artist might volunteer as a face painter at the next church event. A dad who enjoys 
working on cars might teach the youth how to change a tire. Get creative, and encourage one another to use your gifts to 
serve your brothers and sisters in Christ.

I: International—It’s important for our children to understand that we’re a part of something so much bigger than our 
local church. Take some time to write down the names of believers you may know out of your state or country. Consider 
having your children become pen pals with the children of international missionaries.

L: Love God, love others—While loving, caring for, and serving our faith community is essential to growing our children’s 
faith, Jesus never meant for Christianity to be an exclusive club. Think of ways to serve people outside of your faith 
community. By doing this you’ll be showing your children what it means to be a follower of Jesus.

Y: Your people—Our children may feel like the “odd men out” in this world. Talk about other believers they come in 
contact with often. Remind your kids they’re not alone. Recognize members of your small group, other Christian students 
at school, and Christian neighbors.

by Kara Noel Lawson

Spread out a drop cloth, place the letters on top, and paint the fronts and backs of your letters. Older 
children will enjoy painting, but if you have small children, you may want to do this ahead of time. 

• papier-mâché craft letters spelling FAMILY • drop cloth or old sheet  
• spray paint • permanent marker

Gather your family to brainstorm ideas for the following six categories—one category for each 
letter in the word family. Use the permanent marker to write your ideas on the back of each letter. 
Then place the finished letters in a prominent area of your home as a reminder to serve others in 
your faith community.

The Family That 

SERVES
TOGETHER
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family time

prayer

In this month dedicated to love and tokens of affection, there is one exceptionally powerful way to express love for the 
people in our life. It holds more impact than chocolates or a heartfelt poem. This gift holds the authority of the most high 
God, reveals the power of heaven, and costs nothing more than time! It’s prayer, and it’s a gift you can give to the people in 
your life as evidence of your love for them. 

The Bible is clear about the power of standing together as believers. Together, take time this month to pray over the 
people in your faith community. If you know specific requests for individuals, pray for those. Otherwise, allow the Holy 
Spirit to guide your words. Pray for strength of faith, peace in relationships, clarity of purpose in their lives, blessings, etc. 

One fun and tangible way to do this would be by using a bag of multicolored chocolate candies. Have each person 
in your family take several candies, but don’t tell them what the candies are for, and be sure they don’t eat the candies 
right away! Explain that each color represents a different category of person to pray for (family member, teacher, leader, 
neighbor, missionary, etc.). Share what category each color represents. Begin with one color, and have each person pray 
for a person in that category. Once the whole family prays through that color, those candies can be eaten. Then move on 
to the next color/category. Be sure to start with a small amount of candy, as this can take a long time if each person grabs a 
big handful. (This prayer activity can easily be done with a small group as well.) 

This month, challenge your family to spend more time praying for others instead of prepping the perfect valentines. 
Those things aren’t wrong, but they don’t hold the power of entering the throne room of the King of Kings on behalf of 
those we love. It’s exciting to think about what mountains will be moved and what blessings will be poured out as we pray 
for and with our faith community!

by Alissa Goble

The Gift of 

PRAYERPRAYER
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traditions
family time

Letters of 

LOVE
Growing up I often received notes and cards filled 
with the slants, loops, and swirls of the most beautiful 
cursive from my great-grandmother. She would send 
cards celebrating my birthday, notes encouraging me 
to enjoy camp, or just a quick hello. Her letters made 
me feel known, loved, and encouraged. I have fond 
memories of these letters, and each one has become 
a timeless treasure allowing me, even as an adult, to 
remember and celebrate how I have grown.  

Letters express love, and their words can inspire 
us to new challenges, equip us for a task, and even 
support us during a difficult time. Reading the words 
in Paul’s letter to the church of Philippi reminds me 
how timeless words can be. He wrote, “I thank my God 
every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of 
you, I always pray with joy” (Philippians 1:3–4). 

In our faith community, we’ve discovered 
there’s never a time when a handwritten note isn’t 
appreciated. At the beginning of the school year, we 
encourage parents to write notes to their children 
reminding them of their gifts and spurring them on to 
discover new friendships. We’ve heard stories of kids 
finding these notes tucked in backpack pockets, books, 
and musical instrument cases, and how these notes 
brightened the kids’ days.

In November, we encourage our families to write 
words of thanks celebrating children’s ministry leaders. 
These words get displayed on our Thanksgiving Tree, 
and they’re read throughout the month by parents, 
grandparents, guests, and the greater faith community.  

Love is in the air in February, and so are paper 
hearts of red and pink in our faith community. 
Throughout the month, children can craft messages 
to parents, grandparents, friends, and even God. The 
most precious notes are often the ones filled with shaky 
handwriting, misspellings, and drawings. 

In this day of emails and texts, consider starting 
a new tradition of handwritten letters of love within 
your family and your faith community. Encourage your 
family to send unprompted notes hidden in someone’s 
mailbox, snuck under a pillow, taped to a cereal box, or 
waiting on the windshield of a car. Letters of love can 
make those in our families and faith communities feel 
known, loved, encouraged, and supported all year long.

by Dawn Heckert
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family time

worship

Hands down, the largest contributor to my personal growth over the past three years has 
been my men’s group. Over the last three years we’ve seen new jobs, homes, babies, cancer, 

divorce, death, and so much more. This group of four guys has become the absolute 
definition of faith community for me and has really modeled what faith community can 

look like in the context of family. 

In the same way that faith community plays a huge role in personal growth, it 
plays an even more crucial role in your family’s growth. Creating space for your 

family to experience Christ within the faith community allows an opportunity 
for you and your kids to see the gospel in new and fresh ways that can only be 

experienced by seeing Christ’s love through another family’s context. 

As your act of worship this month, find another family that’s already 
a part of your lives and faith community, and simply invite them over 

for dinner. Worship God by being family with your faith community. 
Tell stories of what God is doing in your lives, and share ways He is 

revealing Himself. 

My last encouragement would be to be truly authentic in 
this dinner. This looks different for every family, but for mine it 

usually involves not needing the house to look perfect. I find 
that every time I hear that someone is coming over, no matter 

who they are, I have this sudden urge to clean and clean and 
clean until the house looks absolutely immaculate. In a lot 

of ways this can rob me of the ability to truly enjoy what 
God is doing in my faith community. I would encourage 

you to have a normal family dinner with your extended 
faith family, messes and all.

by Joel Stanton

Genuine
COMMUNITY

We often think of worship as singing, 
but we can worship God in many 

different ways.
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blessing
family time

A blessing can be a prayer of commission, a Bible passage, or words of 
encouragement. Blessings can be spoken over a child for the purpose of 

declaring God’s protection, joy, and wisdom over him.

BLESS
This month, as you seek to love and bless 
your faith community, remember the faith 
community that exists within your home, and 
pray this blessing over your children.

Open your Bible and read Psalm 133:1, 3:

How good and pleasant it is when God’s 
people live together in unity! … For there 
the Lord bestows his blessing, even life 
forevermore.

PRAY
Then, pray these words: 

(Child’s name), you were not meant to live 
this life alone. Know that you are dearly 
loved and always accepted, in this home and 
also by God. May you now and forevermore 
be an active member of the family of 
God, leaning on and serving your faith 
community throughout the ups and downs 
of life, becoming in the process more like 
our God who Himself exists in community.

God Himself exists in perfect community as Father, 
Son (Jesus), and Holy Spirit. He created us with a 
need for community that reflects this part of who He 
is. Though living in community with other broken 
people can sometimes be a source of pain, having a 
faith community can also be one of God’s greatest 
blessings to us.

by Emily Ganzfried 
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taking action
family time

CHARITY: WATER
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taking action
family time

In 2004, Scott Harrison was living the New York City dream. He was successfully promoting for different events 
and traveling the world while doing so. By all the world’s standards, he was a success. But Scott didn’t feel satisfied  
or even happy with all of this success. He faced the reality that he was spiritually and emotionally drained and 
longed for something more. He pondered what it would look like to live a life directly opposite of the one he 
was living, a life that focused on the needs of others instead of personal gain. 

He found himself aboard a surgery ship working as a photojournalist for Mercy Ships, an organization 
dedicated to offering free medical care to people in need worldwide. While in Liberia, Scott was able 
to see firsthand how unsafe the water was. He witnessed how one doctor aboard his ship would 
enlist the local people to help build clean water wells with the materials that he paid for. That 
experience marked Scott’s life in a profound way. After two years on the ship, Scott went back to 
New York City with a mission—to help provide clean water to those in need. 

Charity: water is a nonprofit organization bringing clean and safe drinking water to 
people in developing nations. Their business model is a refreshing and bold concept: 
Always use 100 percent of public donations to fund clean water projects. They’ve 
also taken a great approach to public fundraising with their Birthday Projects, with 
which people pledge to give their birthdays to charity: water. As their birthdays 
draw near, people raise funds toward their specific goals, and all of the money 
goes directly to providing clean and safe water. Eight hundred million people 
still live without clean water, and something as simple as forgoing birthday 
presents can help fund a water project. Amazing!

What would it look like to empower our kids to use their birthdays for 
more than just themselves? If you’re anything like me, you probably 
enjoy your birthday and enjoy planning birthday celebrations for 
your children. However, I realized that if I desired to model for my 
children a life of sacrifice, one simple way to show this would be 
to give the gift of water instead of collecting more things for 
myself. As a mom, I’ve never had to think about how to get 
water to cook my children a nutritious meal or clean their 
wounds. My heart aches for the mothers in this world 
who can’t easily do those things for their children. I’d 
like to challenge you to join me by rethinking our 
normal to help those who have a normal that’s 
far more difficult than ours.

To find out more about charity: water and 
how to register for their Birthday Project, 
go to charitywater.org

by Angelina Pavone

Let my 
heart be 

broken by 
the things that 

break the heart 
of God.

—Bob Pierce
(founder of World Vision)
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global
family time

DID YOU KNOW? 

•  Iceland is the world’s oldest democracy.

• Iceland has one of the highest life expectancies in the world. 

• Iceland was founded by Vikings.

N

S
EW

Where in the World Is ...
ICELAND

The official language of Iceland is Icelandic.
TO GREET SOMEONE, YOU WOULD SAY,

“HALLÓ” 
PRONOUNCED HA-LOH

Awakening a compassionate heart and a global  
mindset in children for people beyond the  
boundaries of their own neighborhoods.

 This northern European country is an island 
located between the northern Atlantic and 
Arctic oceans. The capital of Iceland is Reykjavik 
(pronounced RAY-KYA-VIK). 

Approximately 320,000 people live in Iceland. 
Most live in the southwestern part of the 
country, near the capital. Even though Iceland 
has ice, glaciers, and geysers, it also has more 
than 20 active volcanoes. (The largest volcano 
covers 8 percent of the country.)

Icelanders eat mostly lamb, dairy, and seafood. 
One popular food in Iceland is called skyr, 
which is similar to yogurt. 

If you went to church in Iceland, you would most 
likely go to an Evangelical Lutheran Church.

76% Evangelical Lutheran Church of Iceland
11% Other Christians
12% Other unspecified religions

The country of Iceland holds a number of world records. For 
instance, it holds the record for reading the most books per capita. 
It’s also been ranked as the fourth happiest country in the world.  
Additionally, Icelanders are known for having a strong sense of 
community and a high interest in communal involvement. One 
study found that 98 percent of citizens knew someone they could 
rely on in a time of need—the highest percentage in the world! 

  NOW THAT WE KNOW THE 
LOCATION OF ICELAND,  
LET’S MEET ITS PEOPLE.

I C E L A N D

REYKJAVIK

ATLANTIC 
OCEAN
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Inspire: Parenting stories and 
devotions to spur you on and motivate 

you as you spiritually parent  
your children.

Equip: Resources to prepare you as 
you navigate through tough ages and 

tough topics.

Support: Walking alongside you 
to promote healthy marriages and 

answer your spiritual parenting and 
spiritual grandparenting questions. 
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the everyday parent blog
inspire

HOME ABOUT CONTACT

MORE >>

Planted in the House of the Lord
by Jennie Lusko | February 2014

www.homefrontmag.com

My husband and I grew up in the church, and yet my family and I have never before experienced the body 
of Christ in the ways that we have this past year.

 On December 20, 2012, our lives were drastically shaken when our five-year-old daughter, Lenya Avery, 
died suddenly from a severe asthma attack. Grief struck our home without any notice, and we found 
ourselves in a place of shock where we had never asked to be. Although we were confident in the fact that 
Lenya was with Jesus in heaven, our lives would now never be the same as we were launched into the deep 
waters of grief and pain and sorrow.

She went to heaven on a Thursday, and the next time we would be with our church family would be at 
the start of our Christmas Eve worship experiences three days later. My husband would get up to preach 
because he knew he had to. He knew Lenya wouldn’t have it any other way. 

Being there that night—surrounded by many who loved God and loved us—was the best place to 
be. We were able to lift our hands in worship, even if the words weren’t able to come out of our mouths 
because of the weeping. We were in the safest place. While the church that we’re a part of worldwide 
stepped in and held us up, our local faith community surrounded us with such overwhelming love and 
support and commitment.

We were reminded of how short life is, how heaven is nearing quickly, and how we have a specific job to 
do: to see those stranded in sin find life and liberty in Christ. We knew our lives, our church, our ministry 
were now being taken to the next level, and the incredible people who make up our Fresh Life community 
here in Montana were backing us up and were ready to give all—blood, sweat, and tears—for wherever my 
brave and strong husband, by the leading of the Holy Spirit, would take us. 
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the everyday parent blog
inspire

HOME ABOUT CONTACT

Before Lenya went to heaven, we had been planted in the house of the Lord. We believe what Psalm 27 
says: “One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life.” After Lenya went to heaven, we continued to be planted in the house, because there is no 
other place we would rather be. There is no other place we can go. There is no other place like it.

Part of who we are as a family is that we are planted in the house, because it’s how we grow, it’s how we 
are connected with other believers, it’s how we are able to be a part of something bigger than ourselves. My 
husband says, “When there are a lot of people talking and saying their own thing, it’s just noise, but when 
they all say the same thing, it just gets really, really loud.” 

You see, it’s not just growing in the Word together, or having amazing accountability in small groups, or 
opportunities to use gifts and talents God has given us, but as we move together and give toward eternity, 
we are able to do so much more as a team, as a group, as a body. Getting to see lives changed, eternal 
destinations rerouted, and people seeing the purpose God created them for. It’s incredible. There’s no other 
place we would rather be.

www.homefrontmag.com

We love that while Lenya was on this earth with us, she knew what it meant to be planted in the house. 
She knew the Bible, she knew the stories, she had been a part of God’s hand moving in our lives and our 
church. We can only imagine the transition from earth to heaven for her. It’s so much better than what we 
can imagine, but we can say that Lenya dwelled in the house of the Lord all the days of her life, and now she 
is dwelling in the house of the Lord forever.

I think of 1 Corinthians 12:26, which says, “If one part [of the body] suffers, every part suffers with it.” And 
we have experienced it firsthand. Our community was—and still is—suffering with us. These people whom 
we love so deeply and tenderly are always encouraging us, sharing stories of life change, lifting us up, rallying 
around us and behind us, ready for whatever God has next for us.
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tot time rhyme
equip

(ages 3 & under)

Repetition is fundamental to almost any learning style, so when you’re attempting to 
teach your children, use repetition! 

These commandments that I give you 
today are to be upon your hearts. 

Impress them on your children. Talk 
about them when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the road, when 
you lie down and when you get up. 

(Deuteronomy 6:6–7)

lie down

sit a
t home

along the road

get up

along the roadalong the road    To remind your children of the importance of faith community, 
sing this little rhyme to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” as you drive to church 
this month. 

Listen here when viewing on HomeFrontMag.com!
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SHARING THE GOOD 
AND BAD 

Everyone has asked, “Why does God allow bad things 
to happen?” This question is a cry for understanding. 
So often adults have a hard enough time answering this 
question for themselves, let alone for their children, 
when difficult things happen.

The psalmist paints a clear picture when he says, “It 
was good for me to be afflicted so that I might learn 
your decrees”  
(Psalm 119:71). Pain is a great motivator, from not wanting 
to touch a hot stove after that first fateful time to losing 
a business deal as a result of dishonesty. The key to 
successfully coping with pain and the struggles of life is 
to do so openly within one’s faith community.

As a spiritual parent, a natural tendency is to shield 
children from the pain that life can bring. “Let them 
be kids,” one may say—and for a time this may be best. 
Remember, though, that children are a blessing from 
God, and a parent’s primary role is to raise children 
prepared to take on life with a Christian worldview. Part 
of this means allowing children to see the pain their 
parents experience, whether it be financial, health-
related, or a family matter. The next step is choosing 
to allow others in your faith community to support you 
through these trials. God doesn’t promote hidden lives. 
Hebrews 10:24–25 says, “Let us consider how we may 
spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but encouraging one another.“

It is also the responsibility of spiritual parents to help 
their children learn how to invite their faith community 
into their personal pains of life in the same way the 
parent would. Imagine a young adult who has grown up 
her entire life within a faith community, where every time 
she lied, she learned to confess it to her faith community 
and ask for forgiveness. Where each time she got sick, 
she asked for prayers of petition from her small group 
friends. And when her college roommate confides in her 
about her parents’ divorce, this young woman knows that 
her roommate will be stronger if she struggles through 
this pain in her faith community rather than in secret.  

As a spiritual parent, think to the future, and help the 
children you shepherd to find the love and comfort of 
God within their faith community in the tough times.

by Kyle Zimmerman

WHO’S DRIVING?
Ask anyone what season of life they’d love a chance to live 
through again, and, chances are, middle school won’t be at the 
top of the list. It can be such an awkward stage of life where you’re 
not a little kid anymore, yet you aren’t fully a cool, hip teenager. 
It’s in these awkward and yet incredibly important years that 
kids begin to have self-awareness, and that can be incredibly 
empowering or incredibly defeating.  

For me, middle school proved to be somewhat of a defeating 
time. I had just returned from 10 years of living in a third-world 
country as a missionary kid. I was extremely aware that I just didn’t 
fit into a culture that was supposed to be my own. Throughout that 
season, I remember some great traditions with my family, but I also 
remember being drawn closer to my faith community. I relied on 
peers and leaders with like-minded faith to help guide me through 
such a strange time.

For some parents, this season brings a hint of distance that’s 
beginning to set in between you and your child. You see your child 
gravitating toward peers and leaders. Throughout this time, remember 
that God still calls you to be the voice of spiritual authority. That 
voice may turn into a whisper for now—through no fault of your 
own—as your child turns to others for counsel, but your voice will 
increase again in time.

Imagine for a moment that you have been asked to be the driver 
on the road of life for your child. You set a course and drive down 
the road where God is leading your family. Then, suddenly, your 
child informs you that she’d rather not have you drive anymore. 
What do you do? 

You find that there’s a leader in your faith community who is 
willing to take the wheel for you—and your child is excited about 
that person being the driver. This is where parents usually make 
a mistake and admit some kind of defeat by getting out of the car, 
throwing their hands up in the air, and tossing the keys to a leader: 
“Here, you drive. My child doesn’t want me.”

What if a parent’s decision to “allow leaders to drive” was coupled 
with another decision of … staying in the car? That way, the faith 
community can provide parents with an incredible support system. 
As you look to your faith community for support, ask yourself:

• How am I pursuing relationship with those pursuing my child?

•  Who are the leaders in my faith community who are pouring into 
my child?

• Do I truly know them? 

• How do I affirm them and pray for them?

Through this pursuit, you will find a strong, united faith 
community working together with the Holy Spirit toward the goal 
of growing transforming faith in the heart of your child.

by Tommy Larson

tough topics
equip

the middle
equip

(6th to 8th GRADE)
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marriage
support

During the early season of our marriage, 
my husband and I committed to community 
with five other couples. We met regularly for 
potluck dinners, encouragement, and prayer. 
Similar to how the Israelites celebrated feasts, 
we repeatedly celebrated God’s character 
and love with our own feasts called Supper 
Six. From these times together we learned 
three important lessons.

First, in the beginning, we were reluctant 
to share needs beyond flu and the common 
cold. Like many couples without experience 
in community, watching others be transparent 
grew our willingness to trust. As God’s love 
and power was demonstrated in another 
couple’s loss or challenge, our own faith 
increased, and God was lifted to a higher 
place in our hearts and relationship. Hearing 
stories of how God came through for others 
reminded us that God desired to show off 
His abilities in our marriage as well. But 
how could He do this if we didn’t trust our 
community to hear our weaknesses and need 
of God? Joy and celebration increased as 
we grew in our willingness to be transparent 
about our own life.  

Next, we discovered the value of serving 
one another and being served in practical 
ways. When one couple in our group suffered 
multiple miscarriages and a subsequent 
bed-rest pregnancy, every couple got busy 
preparing and delivering meals and keeping 
the prayer lines open. My family benefited 
from home-cooked meals when I had knee 
surgery. God loves meeting needs during a 
crisis through community.  

MARRIAGE
Community in

MARRIAGE
Lastly, God was able to show us the 

importance of unconditional love. Some 
personalities in community can be agitating 
and downright insensitive. For example, 
sharing sex life details isn’t usually necessary 
in a large group! If it’s important, these details 
are more appropriate in a one-on-one setting. 
Also, the socially awkward personality may 
tell a joke or say something sarcastic when 
someone is baring his soul. There’s nothing 
like awkward social moments to teach grace 
and biblical tolerance. We learned to ask the 
Holy Spirit to let various personalities tutor 
us in holiness. Sometimes an appropriate 
boundary was put in place.

The Good News Translation of Proverbs 
27:17 reads, “People learn from one another, 
just as iron sharpens iron.” What needs to 
be sharpened in marriage has its seasons—
but be sure that every season needs 
sharpening. At that season in our life, many 
of us were starting our families. The bonds 
that formed through childbirth preparation 
and birthday parties have continued into 
all of the seasons of our marriage and 
parenting. Those five feasting couples not 
only sharpened us but also gave us a lifetime 
of celebration.
by Roxanna Grimes
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Q: We live in a different state from 
the rest of our family. It’s very difficult 
to create the community I’d like for my 
children. Do you have any suggestions for 
how to develop lasting relationships?

A: When my kids were little, it 
was difficult for them to experience true 
community with other believers unless I was 
diligent to create it. Our kids desperately 
need the faith community because it is the 
one place where there are other people who 
worship the same things and are dedicated to 
living the same life. Our children need to know 
they are not alone. 

During my kids’ growing-up years, we 
didn’t live near our physical family members, 
so the faith community became our family. 
We took our vacations with people from our 
church community, spent holidays celebrating 
with them, and even attended one another’s 
milestones and sporting events. There were 
times I would mourn that we didn’t live closer 
to biological family members, but God showed 
us how to find deep relationships in our 
spiritual family as well. 

spiritual parenting
support

MICHELLE
ANTHONY

Recently, at my daughter’s high school 
graduation party, I looked around the room 
and noticed that of the 30 people celebrating 
with her, only 6 were blood-related. Each 
person wrote a blessing of encouragement and 
affirmed her decision to follow Christ with her 
life. This community of faith had strengthened 
her identity during her childhood years and 
would now have an impact well into her adult 
years. 

Q: I’ve always had my young 
children attend church, but as my 
children have gotten a little older they 
have balked against attending. Should 
I still be making regular attendance a 
primary focus for my older children?

A: It’s imperative that we put our 
children in close proximity to the faith 
community, because the world is hostile 
toward their faith. They will need a 
reprieve. They will need a place where they 
can take the pieces of their armor off and 
simply remember who they are. A moment 
where they’re not the alien. In this place, 
they gain strength. We must be wise to 
understand that our children will bear the 
marks of the world’s harsh conditions, and 
therefore we must make provisions for a 
different kind of community. A community 
of refuge. 

I’ve had to consider in each season of 
my children’s lives what this would look 
like. As we participated on weekends at 
church, as they got involved in small life 
groups during the week, as we rearranged 
summer plans in order for our kids to go to 
camp, as we sought to bring mentors and 
spiritual family into their daily lives, as we 
considered sacrifices that we would need to 
make in order for community to happen in 
our home—all of these things needed to be 
made a primary focus.

Inbox w/
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REGRETS

spiritual grandparenting
support

Billy Graham, 95, is an American Christian evangelist who has influenced countless 
people, including American presidents, moguls and movie stars. In his autobiography, 
Just As I Am, he lists some of his regrets as he looks back and contemplates his life. 

On Regrets
Although I have much to be grateful for as I look back over my life, I also 
have many regrets. I have failed many times, and I would do many things 
differently. For one thing, I would speak less and study more, and I would 
spend more time with my family.

When I look back over the schedule I kept thirty or forty years ago, I am 
staggered by all the things we did and the engagements we kept. Sometimes 
we flitted from one part of the country to another, even from one continent 
to another, in the course of only a few days. Were all those engagements 
necessary? Was I as discerning as I might have been about which ones to take 
and which to turn down? I doubt it. Every day I was absent from my family is 
gone forever. Although much of that travel was necessary, some of it was not.

I would also spend more time in spiritual nurture, seeking to grow closer 
to God so I could become more like Christ. I would spend more time in prayer, 
not just for myself but for others. I would spend more time studying the Bible 
and meditating on its truth, not only for sermon preparation but to apply its 
message to my life. It is far too easy for someone in my position to read the 
Bible only with an eye on a future sermon, overlooking the message God has 
for me through its pages.

And I would give more attention to fellowship with other Christians, who 
could teach me and encourage me (and even rebuke me when necessary).

About one thing I have absolutely no regrets, however, and that is my 
commitment many years ago to accept God’s calling to serve Him as an 
evangelist of the Gospel of Christ.

These are Billy Graham’s regrets, but they don’t have to be ours. It’s never too 
late to make the choice to be intentional about staying in God’s Word, spending 
more time with our families, and investing in (and being blessed by) a healthy faith 
community. These simple sacrifices will contribute to a grand legacy to leave for 
our children and grandchildren.
by Debbie Guinn

No 

REGRETS
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resource page
capturing the season
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10 
ENVIRONMENTS
Below you'll find a brief explanation of each environment.

   Storytelling
    The power of The Big God Story impacts our lives by 

giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring perspective of 
how God has been moving throughout history. It is the 
story of redemption, salvation, and hope and tells how I 
have been grafted into it by grace. It further compels us to 
see how God is using every person’s life and is creating a 
unique story that deserves to be told for His glory.

“God’s family cares for 
each other and worships 
God together.”

Faith 
Community
God designed us to live in 
community and to experience 
Him in ways that can only happen 
in proximity to one another. The 
faith community serves to create 
an environment to equip and 
disciple parents, to celebrate 
God’s faithfulness, and to bring 
a richness of worship through 
tradition and rituals, which offer 
children an identity. Our love for 
each other reflects the love we 
have received from God.

“I belong to God, and He 
loves me!”

Identity
This environment highlights 
who we are in Christ. According 
to Ephesians 1, we have been 
chosen, adopted, redeemed, 
sealed, and given an inheritance 
in Christ … all of which we did 
nothing to earn. This conviction 
allows children to stand firm 
against the destructive counter 
identities the world will offer.

   Serving
    This posture of the heart asks the question, “What 

needs to be done?” It allows the Holy Spirit to cultivate a 
sensitivity to others and focuses on a cause bigger than 
one individual life. It helps fulfill the mandate that as 
Christ followers we are to view our lives as living sacrifices 
that we generously give away!

   Out of the
   Comfort Zone
      As children are challenged to step out of their comfort 

zones from an early age, they learn to experience a 
dependence on the Holy Spirit to equip and strengthen 
them beyond their natural abilities and desires. We 
believe this environment will cultivate a generation 
that, instead of seeking comfort, seeks a radical life of 
faith in Christ. 

“God has a big 
story, and I can 
be a part of it!”

“Asks the question, 
‘What needs to be 

done?’”

“God transforms 
me when I step 

out in faith.”

1
4

5

2

3
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IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT 
HOMES AND CHURCHES 
WOULD CREATE THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN TO LIVE IN 
SO THEIR FAITH WILL 
GROW IN A COMMUNITY 
OF CONSISTENCY, 
COMMON LANGUAGE, 
AND PRACTICE. TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT HOW THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS CAN 
IGNITE A TRANSFORMING 
FAITH IN YOUR FAMILY, WE 
SUGGEST YOU READ: 

 

SPIRITUAL PARENTING:
An Awakening for Today’s Families

BY MICHELLE ANTHONY 
© 2010 DAVID C COOK 

   Course Correction
    This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 and is the direct 

opposite of punishment. Instead, biblical discipline for a child 
encompasses a season of pain, the building up in love, and a 
vision of a corrected path for the individual with the purpose of 
healing at its core.  

   Love/Respect
    Without love, our faith becomes futile. This environment 

recognizes that children need an environment of love and 
respect in order to be free to both receive and give God’s grace. 
Key to this environment is the value that children are respected 
because they embody the image of God. We must speak to them, 
not at them, and we must commit to an environment where love 
and acceptance are never withheld due to one’s behavior.

“God has entrusted  
me with the things and 
people He created  
around me.”

Responsibility
This environment captures the 
ability to take ownership for one’s 
life, gifts, and resources before 
God. A child must be challenged 
to take responsibility for his or her 
brothers and sisters in Christ, as 
well as for those who are spiritually 
lost. Our hope is that the Holy 
Spirit will use this environment to 
allow each child to understand that 
God has entrusted His world to us.

   Knowing
    Nothing could be more important than knowing and being 

known by God. We live in a world that denies absolute truth, but 
God’s Word offers just that. As we create an environment that 
upholds and displays God’s truth, we give children a foundation 
based on knowing God, believing His Word, and cultivating a 
relationship with Him through Christ. God is holy, mighty, and 
awesome, yet He has chosen to make Himself known to us!

   Modeling
    Biblical content needs a practical living expression in order 

for it to be spiritually impacting. This environment serves as 
a hands-on example of what it means for children to put their 
faith into action. Modeling puts flesh on faith and reminds us 
that others are watching to see if we live what we believe.

“God fills me with 
His love so I can 

give it away.”

“God knows  
me, and I can 
know Him.”

“I see Christ in 
others, and they 

can see Him  
in me.”

“When I get off 
track, God offers 

me a path of 
healing.”
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The Toddler’s and Preschooler’s 

Bible help little hearts discover the Bible 

in a whole new way! These unique Bible 

storybooks are a perfect way to turn story  

time into life-changing moments.

BIBLE STORIES
THAT CHANGE LITTLE LIVES

Contact a David C Cook rep at 800.323.7543 
or visit DavidCCook.com


