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At a time when hatred and suspicion 
were on the rise due to the world wars, 
Bonhoeffer lifted up text on love and 
living in harmony. He believed that God 
bestows brotherhood upon us because 
we are in fact our brother’s keeper. 
In his writing he expounds upon his 
premise, “Without Christ there is discord 
between God and man and between 
man and man . . . Christ opened up the 
way to God and to our brother”.[1] He 
opens with the quote from Psalms 133:1: 
“Behold how good and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in unity.” 
He then gives several examples of times 
when we are to come together through 
praise. He writes that community is not 
something to be taken for granted. In the 

work, he detailed the necessity of the 
church functioning as a living and vibrant 
organism, what he called a “community 
of love”. Because this gave him an inside 
view to the needs of the Body of Christ, 
he was able to articulate what he saw 
as the gap in reality between what the 
Church should look like according to 
the Book of Acts, and what the Church 
actually looked like before the eyes of 
the world. He found it hard to accept 
that most pastors considered the way the 
Nazis treated the Jews to be acceptable, 
which they expressed through inaction. 
He struggled with the moral dilemma of 
obeying the authorities or following the 
higher laws of Christ. Author 
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Describe what is positive about 
your church community. Negative?

Do you have any expectations of 
your church community? What are 
they?

What do you hope to learn about 
the church as you read this book?

Is there anything you’re afraid of as 
you consider this book’s subject?

BEFORE YOU READ

How would you attempt to 
describe the purpose and identity 
of the church to someone who is 
unfamiliar with it or the bible.

What scriptures come to mind 
when you consider the church? 
Write them down here. 

What is your place or role in your 
community?

Describe one of your best and 
worst experiences with a church 
community. 
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How would you define the word 
“community?”

Where do you currently experience 
community (it isn’t always at 
church)? Describe your experience 
of community.
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Before you start, consider the following questions. Though the book isn’t long, we’re going to be moving through some strong 
material on the church. Let’s take a moment to consider ourselves, our own community, and our understanding of the church 
before we engage his ideas.
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CHAPTER 1: COMMUNITY
1. Summarize the chapter.
1. What themes do you see in this passage?
2. Write down your favorite quote from the chapter.
3. Is there anything about the notion and purpose of the 

church community as he describes it that surprised you?
4. Boenhoffer writes: ”There is probably no Christian to whom 

God has not given the uplifting experience of genuine 
Christian community at least once in his life. But in this 
world such experiences can be no more than a gracious 
extra beyond the daily bread of Christian community life. 
We have no claim upon such experiences, and we do 
not live with other Christians for the sake of acquiring 
them. It is not the experience of Christian brotherhood, 
but solid and certain faith in brotherhood that holds us 

together. That God has acted and wants to act upon us 
all, this we see in faith as God’s greatest gift, this makes 
us glad and happy, but also makes us ready to forego all 
such experiences when God at times does not grant them. 
We are bound together by faith, not by experience.”  What 
about a Christian’s pursuit of “an experience” is so harmful 
to christian community? If we do not come together for 
an experience, what do we come together for?

5. As you finish this chapter, think about your own 
experience of community at Faith. How does reading this 
chapter inform you about your role in your community? 
Does it change the way you think about Faith? How might 
you act differently? How might we, as a community, act 
differently?

6. Write down a question for discussion with someone else.
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1. What themes do you see in this passage?
2. Is there anything about the notion and purpose of the 

church community as he describes it that surprised 
you?

3. What points seemed significant to you?
4. Is there anything that you had trouble with?

CHAPTER 2: THE DAY WITH OTHERS
5. As you finish this chapter, think about your own experience 

of community at Faith. How does reading this chapter inform 
you about your role in your community? Does it change the 
way you think about Faith? How might you act differently? How 
might we, as a community, act differently?

6. Summarize the chapter.
7. Write down a question for discussion with someone else.
8. Write down your favorite quote from the chapter.
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1. What themes do you see in this passage?
2. Summarize the chapter. What points seemed significant to 

you?
3. Write down your favorite quote from the chapter.
4. Many Americans in today’s culture struggle with isolation 

and lonliness. In his book, Boenhoffer explains “We 
recognize, thenm that only as we are within the fellowship 
can we be alone, and only he taht is alone can live in 
fellowship. Only in the fellowship do we learn to be rightly 
alone and only in aloneness do we learn to live rightly in 
the fellowship. It is not as though the one preceded the 
other; both begin at the same time, namely, with the call 
of Jesus Christ. Between being in fellowship and being 
alone, do you identify with one side more than the other? 

5. When was the last time you spent time in solitude? Do you 
think that your time in solitude informs your understanding 
of fellowship and community?

6. What place does aloneness hold in your life? How might 
you change your use of personal time in light of this 
chapter?

7. Write down a question for discussion with someone else.

CHAPTER 3: THE DAY ALONE
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1. What themes do you see in this passage?
2. Summarize the chapter. What points seemed significant to 

you?
3. Write down your favorite quote from the chapter.
4. What is the role of confession in the life of the community 

that Boenhoffer describes? What is the role of confession 
in your community? 

5. Where does the act of confession occur in your life 
now? How might  that begin to change now that you’ve 
completed this book?

6. Write down a question for discussion with someone else.

CHAPTER 4: MINISTRY
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CHAPTER 5: CONFESSION & COMMUNION
1. What themes do you see in this passage?
2. Summarize the chapter. What points seemed significant to 

you?
3. Write down your favorite quote from the chapter.
4. Many Americans in today’s culture struggle with isolation 

and lonliness. In his book, Boenhoffer explains “We 
recognize, thenm that only as we are within the fellowship 
can we be alone, and only he taht is alone can live in 
fellowship. Only in the fellowship do we learn to be rightly 
alone and only in aloneness do we learn to live rightly in 
the fellowship. It is not as though the one preceded the 
other; both begin at the same time, namely, with the call 
of Jesus Christ. Between being in fellowship and being 
alone, do you identify with one side more than the other? 

5. When was the last time you spent time in solitude? Do you 
think that your time in solitude informs your understanding 
of fellowship and community?

6. What place does aloneness hold in your life? How might 

you change your use of personal time in light of this 
chapter?

7. Write down a question for discussion with someone else.


