
6 Thresholds to Conversion

Threshold Trusting a Christian Becoming Curious Opening up to 
Change

Seeking after God Entering into the 
Kingdom

Living into the 
Kingdom

Clues that 
someone is 
in this 
threshold

They have called you 
when they have had 
a problem; shared 
when they were sad, 
angry, joyful or 
celebrating 
something; asked for 
your advice; you 
have fun together; 
they have invited you 
over for a meal/party/
social gathering. 

They articulate an 
awareness that there 
are more paths to life 
than the one they’re 
on; they are 
genuinely interested 
in faith; asking 
questions and/or 
reading books about 
faith; they readily 
exchange ideas, ask 
questions and offer 
their opinions.

They are open to the 
possibility that how they 
are living might not be 
the only or the best way 
to live; they are asking 
questions about their 
life and how it relates to 
Jesus; searching for 
meaning and 
significance; often 
prompted by a painful 
&/or profound 
experience in their own 
life; they are willing to 
try things that they see 
you doing

Purposefully and 
URGENTLY seeking 
answers; they have 
a drive to make a 
decision about 
Jesus; attend bible 
studies/church/
prayer meetings/etc; 
seeking Jesus 
specifically, not just 
God; recognise the 
cost of following 
Jesus/making this 
decision. 

They can clearly 
articulate the Gospel 
and know a 
response is needed; 
they make a public 
commitment to follow 
Jesus as Lord; their 
life bears the fruit of 
repentance.

They are increasingly 
submitting all parts of 
their lives to the 
Lordship of Jesus; 
developing spiritual 
disciplines; readily 
sharing their story of 
conversion/
transformation with 
others, especially those 
outside of the Kingdom 
of God; can identify and 
use their gifts to serve 
others; connected to a 
community of believers.

Helpful 
Habits for 
Friends

Learn to be unfazed 
by distrust &/or their 
sharing of 
experiences with 
past religion/church/
Christians; invite 
them over for a meal; 
make genuine 
connections; pray for 
them and their 
concerns; learn their 
life story and try to 
understand their 
perspective on the 
world; bond/hang 
out, doing things they 
like to do; welcome 
them into your life; 
affirm what is good in 
their life and honor 
them. 

Encourage 
questions; pray for 
increased curiosity; 
use parables to 
explain things 
(apologetics are not 
helpful here); ask 
good questions to 
provoke more 
thought and 
continued 
questioning; live 
curiously.

Help them to ponder 
the “what if” questions, 
pray with diligence for 
them; be patient but 
also challenge when 
appropriate; ask “how is 
that working out for 
you?”; help them 
recognise the difficulty 
in change; encourage 
them to “give God a 
trial run” in their 
circumstances; 
recognise that there 
may be something 
deeper beneath their 
questions that is truly a 
barrier for them to 
believe in Jesus

Pray; invite them to 
anything/everything 
(bible study, church, 
retreats, social 
events with other 
christians); show 
them how to follow 
Jesus by obeying 
His word; open up 
your prayer life to 
them and invite them 
to pray; answer their 
questions personally 
and vulnerably; 
model seeking after 
Jesus; create 
hospitable space for 
those who are 
seeking.

Ask them, explicitly 
and simply, to enter 
the Kingdom of God; 
help them to 
articulate and 
address any barriers 
or blocks; help them 
to focus on Jesus; 
study scripture with 
them, especially 
scripture that 
discusses 
conversion/salvation/
lostness; tell stories 
of conversion; pray 
against spiritual 
warfare.

Celebrate their 
conversion; commit to 
helping them grow in 
their faith by opening up 
your life to them; 
encourage them to 
pray, read scripture, get 
into community; give 
them opportunity to tell 
their story. 


