
chapter 3

The Presence and Ministry of the
HOLY SPIRIT: All that Jesus

W o u l d B e !

I WONDER HOW MANY CHRISTIAN bcIicvcrs thcrc fcally
arc in the world today whose spiritual lives have been j,
transformed by acceptance of the fact that the Holy
Spirit has come as a Person and that He is willing—
yes, waiting—to do for us all that Jesus would do if
He were here on earth?

I say this because I know what is happening in many
churches in our land today. I say this because it is
possible to run a church and all of its activity without
the Holy Spirit. You can organize it, get a board
together, call a pastor, form a choir, launch a Sunday
school and a ladies' aid society. You get it all
organized—and the organization part is not bad. I'm
for it. But I'm warning about getting organized,
getting a pastor and turning the crank—some people
think that's all there is to it, you know. ^|'

The Holy Spirit can be absent and the pastor goes
on turning the crank, and nobody finds it out for yean:
and years. What a tragedy, my brethren, what a
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tragedy that this can happen in a Christian church.
But it doesn't have to be that way!

"He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches."

The Spirit is faithful in His message that the
restoration of the Spirit of God to His rightful place in
the church and in the life of the believer is by all
means the most important thing that could possibly
take place.

If you could increase the attendance of your church
until there is no more room, if you could provide
everything they have in churches that men want and
love and value, and yet you didn't have the Holy
Spirit, you might as well have nothing at all. For, "it
is not by might nor by power but by my Spirit, saith
the Lord." Not by the eloquence of a man, not by
good music, not by good preaching, but it is by the
Spirit that God works His mighty works.

Oh, that we could realize now the importance of
throwing ourselves back on God and on the power of
His Spirit, for there will be a day when we will have
nothing but God. We had better act now while we
can do something about it and bring the Holy Spirit of
God back into the church.

'■ Bring Him back by prayer, by obedience, by
until He takes over in our midst! Thenil̂confession-there will be light, life, power, victory, joy and

blessed fruit that will come to us. With His guidance
and power we can live upon a different level
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altogether—a level that we never dreamed possible
before. Yes, it is so!

Here let me remind you that the forces within
Christianity have often committed blunders and then
gone on to greater blunders.

In an earlier day, liberals within Christianity
committed one of their great blunders in denying the
deity of Jesus Christ and brought inner blindness to
thousands, and spiritual decay and death to greater
thousands.

Now, let's think about evangelical Christianity in
more recent times. Many who attend our churches
and others who have a part in leadership in our
churches arc committing a great blunder—they are
neglecting the truth of the deity of the Holy Spirit. I
do not believe truly evangelical Christians would
deny the deity of the Holy Spirit, but we have cer
tainly neglected the truth of the place of the Holy
Spirit's person in the Godhead, and of course, we have
neglected His Lordship within the church.

In our own day, we must now confess that we can
see many results of the failure of the Christian church
to honor the divine person of the Holy Spirit.

First, the fellowship of the church has degenerated
into a social fellowship with a mild religious flavor.

Now, in that regard, I want you to know where I
stand—it is important, and I want to say it plainly. I
want the presence of God Himself, or I don't want
anything at all to do with religion. You would never
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get me interested in the old maids' social club with a
little bit of Christianity thrown in to give it respect
ability. I want all that God has, or I don't want any.

1 want God Himself—or else I will go out and be
something other than a Christian. 1 think the Lord had
something like that in mind when He said, "I would
thou wert cold or hot—because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my
m o u t h . "

Second, our failure to honor the Holy Spirit has
allowed many unspiritual, non-spiritual and anti-
spiritual teachers to be brought into the church.

You know, the church started out with a Bible,
then it got a hymnbook, and for years that was it—a
Bible and a hymnbook. The average church now
certainly wouldn't be able to operate on just a hymn
book and the Bible. Now we have to have all kinds of
truck. A lot of people couldn't serve God at all
without at least a vanload of equipment to keep them
happy.

Some of these attractions that we have to win
people and keep them coming may be fine or they
may be cheap, they may be elevated or they may be
degrading. They may be artistic or they may be
coarse—it all depends upon who is running the show!
But the Holy Spirit is not the center of attraction, and
the Lord is not the one who is in charge. We bring in
ail sorts of anti-scriptural and unscriptural clap
trap to keep the people happy and keep them coming.
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As I see it, the great woe is not the presence of these
religious toys and trifles—but the fact that they have
become a necessity, and the presence of the EtemaJ
Spirit is not in our midst!

Now, if this is true, and we have any concern about
it, we must ask ourselves if we really know who it is
that we are ignoring when we refuse to give the Holy
Spirit His rightful place of ministry in the church and
in our lives.

Here you are going to have to think, so shake your
head really hard and wake up some of the brain cells
that haven't had a good workout since your high
school or college days. I am asking you to think with
me about something that is a little oflf the beaten
track, keeping in mind that our -main thought is the
Holy Spirit.

Consider with me, if you will, that "spirit" is
another mode of being—spirit is not matter.

You can pick up a material thing and bounce it
around, and that's matter. You are composed of
matter—that head and that body are of matter, but
that is only one mode of existence.

There's another mode and that's spirit. The
difference is that matter possesses weight and size and
color and extension in space. It can be measured and
weighed, and it has form. But the Holy Spirit is not
material. Therefore, He does not have weight nor
dimension nor shape nor extension in space. Now one
power of spirit is to penetrate matter, to penetrate
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things of substance'. Your spirit, for instance, dwells
in your body somewhere, and it penetrates your body
and doesn't hurt the body. It's in there penetrating
because it's another form.

We know that when Jesus had risen from the dead
He was no more mere matter. He came into a room
where the door was shut and locked. He very evident
ly came through the wall somehow and managed to
penetrate and get into the room without unlocking
that door. Now, He couldn't have done that before
He died, but He did it afterwards. Spirit, then, is
another kind of substance. It is different from
material things, and it can penetrate personality.
Your spirit can penetrate your personality. One
personality can penetrate another personality. The
Holy Spirit can penetrate your personality and your
own spirit. In First Corinthians 2:11, the Bible says:
"For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the
spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God." It goes
on to explain in verse 12 that no man knows the spirit
things of God except the Spirit of God which reveals
them. The Spirit of God can penetrate the spirit of
m a n .

I think yon will agree with me when I say that
many people are confused about the Spirit of God.
The Holy Spirit, for instance, is not enthusiasm. Some
people get enthusiasm, and they imagine it is the Holy
Spirit. Some who can get all worked up over a song
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imagine that this is the Spirit, but this does not
necessarily follow. Some of these same people go out
and livejust like the sinful world—but the Holy Spirit
never enters a man and then lets him livejust like the
world that hates God. That is the reason most people
don't want to be filled with the Holy Spirit—they
want to live the way they want to live and to merely
have the Holy Spirit as a bit of something extra.

I tell you that the Holy Spirit will not be just an
addition. The Holy Spirit must be Lord, or He will
not come at all.

Spell this out in capital letters: THE HOLY
SPIRIT IS A PERSON. He is not enthusiasm. He is
not courage. He is not energy. He is not the personifi
cation of all good qualities like Jack Frost is the per
sonification of cold weather. Actually the Holy
Spirit is not the personification of anything. He is a
person, just the same as you are a person, and He has
all the qualities of a person. He has substance but not
material substance. He has individuality. He is one
being and not another. He has will and intelligence.
He has hearing. He has knowledge and sympathy and
ability to love and see and think. He can hear, speak,
desire, grieve and rejoice. He is a Person.

The Holy Spirit .can communicate with you and
can love you. He can be grieved when you resist and
ignore Him. He can be quenched as any friend can be
shut up if you turn on him when he is in your home as a
guest. Of course, he will be hushed into hurt silence if
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you wound him, and we can wound the Holy Spirit.
Now, let us consider the question. "Who is the

Holy Spirit?"
Well, the historic Christian church said that the

Holy Spirit is God.
Some of. .you could quote with me the Nicenc

Creed, which concludes: "And ( believe in the Holy
Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life who proceedeth
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshipped and glorified. .
That's what the creed said back there about 1,600
years ago.

Then there is the Athanasian Creed, and I thought
it might be nice ifl took you back about 1,300 or 1,400
years and we listened to our fathers tell who Jesus is.
This came into being way back there when a man
named Arius stood up and said that Jesus was a good
man and a great man but He wasn't God. A man
named Athanasius said, "No! The Bible teaches that

Jesus is God." There was a great controversy, and
some came to Athanasius and said, "The whole world
is against you!"

"All right," Athanasius replied, "then I am against
the whole world."

So they had that great gathering and there they
pondered the matter. Out of it came the Athanasian
Creed. You know, most of us are so busy reading
religious fiction that we never get around to the
creeds.
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Here's what is says: "There is one person of the
Father and another of the Son and another of the Holy
Ghost, but the Godhead of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Ghost is but one. The glory is equal and the
majesty co-eternal such as the Father is, such is the
Son, such is the Holy Ghost.

"The Father is uncreated, the Son is uncreated, and
the Holy Ghost is uncreated. The Father is infinite,
the Son is infinite, and the Holy Ghost is infinite. The
Father is eternal, the Son is eternal, the Holy Ghost is
eternal, and yet there are not three eternals, but one
eternal. So there are not three uncreated nor three
infinite but one uncreated and one infinite.

"So also the Father is almighty and the Son
almighty and the Holy Spirit almighty. But there are ■ ]
not three almighties but one. The Father is God, the
Son is God and the Holy Ghost is God, yet there arc
not three Gods but one God. The Father is Lord, the
Son is Lord, the Holy Ghost is Lord, yet there are not
three Lords, but one Lord. So the Father is God and
the Son is God and so the Father is Lord and the Son is
Lord and the Holy Ghost is also these things. The
Father is made of none, neither created nor begotten,
the Son is of the Father alone, not made nor created,
and the Holy Ghost is of the Father and the Son, not
made nor created nor begotten but proceeding."

Ah, brother, I don't know what that does to you,
but that is just like a chickendinner tomy soul to hear
and know that this has come down through the years,
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and that this is what our fathers believed.

Surely you know that in times past, when
Christians met and declared this kind of belief, some
had their tongues pulled out, some had their ears
burned off, some had their arms torn off, some lost
their lives—all because they stood for this: Jesus was
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

These old saints of God were learned scholars who
knew the truth, and they came there and wrote these
things and gave it to us for the world and for the ages.
On my knees I thank God for them!

Not only docs the historic church say that the Holy
Spirit is God, but the Scriptures declare that the Holy
Spirit is God.

Here I should say this to you; If the church said it
and the Scriptures did not say it, I would reject it. I
wouldn't believe an archangel if he came to me with a
wingsprcad of twelve feet, shining like an atomic
bomb just at the moment of its explosion, if he
couldn't give me chapter and verse. I want to know it
is here in the Book. I am not a traditionalist, and when
anyone comes to me and says, "It's a tradition," I say,
"All right, that'sverynice,interesting if true,but isit
true? Give me verse and chapter." I want to know
now: Were these old brethren right when they said all
this about the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit?
Were they telling the truth?

Well, the Scriptures say He is God. They give to
the Holy Spirit the attributes that belong to God the
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Father and the Son. Were they telling the truth?
Listen to what the Scriptures have to say!

The Scriptures say He is God. They give to Him the
attributes that belong to God the Father and the Son.
In Psalm 139:7 it says, "Whither shall I go from thy
spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?"
That is omnipresence, and not even the devil is omni
present. Only God can claim omnipresence.

In Job 26:13 He is described as having power to
create. It says, "By his spirit he hath garnished the
heavens. .and also in Job 33:4: "The Spirit of God
hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath
given me life." There we have the breath, the guest,
the ghost, the spirit of the Almighty giving life, so the
Holy Spirit is here said to be creator.

He issued commands, "thus saith the Spirit," and
only God can do that. He is called Lord in Second
Corinthians 3:17: "Now the Lord is that Spirit. . .,"
and there is the baptismal formula, "I baptize you in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
G h o s t . "

There is a benediction in Second Corinthians 13:14:

"The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with
you all."

Yes, the Holy Spirit is God, and the most important
thing is that the Holy Spirit is present now. There is
unseen deity present. I cannot bring Him to you; 1 can
only tell you chat He is here. 1 can tell you that He is
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present in our midst, a knowing, feeling personality.
He knows how you are reacting to the truth of His

being and personality and presence. He knows what
you are thinking now. You cannot hide from Him—
He is present now. Jesus said, "The Father will send
another Comforter to you in my name and he will
abide with you forever." So, He is here among us
now, He is indivisible from the Father and the Son,
and He is all God and exercises all the rights of God
and He merits all worship and all love and all
obedience. That's who the Holy Spirit is!

In this regard, there are some very beautiful things
about the Holy Spirit that we should know and
consider.

Being the Spirit of Jesus, the Holy Spirit will be
found to -be exactly like Jesus!

Some folks have actually been frightened by others
making claims of being filled with the Spirit and then
acting in every other way but like the Spirit.

Some who say they are filled with the Spirit are
very stern and harsh and abusive. Others are found
doing weird and unlawful things and they say,
"That's the Holy Spirit."

My brother, the Holy Spirit is exactly like Jesus,
just as Jesus is exactly like the Father. ".. .he that hath
seen me hath seen the Father. . ."Jesus said, and
added, " . .when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you into all truth. . .for he shall receive of
mine, and shall shew it unto you."
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jesus was saying, in essence, "The Spirit will
demonstrate me to you!"

I want to illustrate this truth a step farther, answer
ing some questions:

"What docs the Holy Spirit think of babies?"
Well, Jesus thought of babies just like the Father

does. The Father must think wonderfully well of
babies because.the Son took a baby in His arms, put
His hand on its little bald head, and said, "God bless
you"—and He blessed the baby! Maybe theologians
don't know why He did it, but 1 think I do. There is
nothing softer and sweeter in all the world than the
top of a little baldish baby's head, and Jesus put His
hand on that little soft head and blessed it in the name
of His Father. Now, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of
Jesus. The Spirit thinks ofbabies exactly as Jesus does.

So, we could ask, "What docs the Spirit think of,
sick people?" I answer, "What did Jesus think of sick
people?"

"What docs the Spirit think of sinful people?"
What did Jesus think of the woman who was taken in
adultery and dragged into His presence? The Spirit j
feels exactly the way Jesus feels about everything, for
He is the Spirit of Jesus. He responds exactly the way
Jesus responds.

Think of Christ Jesus our Lord as being here in
person. There wouldn't be anyone running awayl
from Jesus. They came to Him. Mothers brought their
babies, the sick, the wearied, the tired—they all,
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came. Everyone came because He was the most
magnetic person who ever lived.

You will not find anyone saying very much against
Jesus personally because He was the most winsome,
the most loving, the most kindly, the tenderest, the
most beautiful character that ever lived in all the
world. He was demonstrating the Spirit—and that's
the way the Spirit is. When you think of the Holy
Spirit, you will think of Him as gracious, loving, kind
and gentle, just like our Lord Jesus Christ Himself.

Because He is loving and kind and friendly, the
Holy Spirit may be grieved. We grieve Him by ignor
ing Him. by resisting Him. by doubting Him, by
sinning against Him, by refusing to obey Him, by
turning our backs on Him. He can be grieved because
He is loving, and there must be love present before
there can be grief.
Suppose you had a 17-year-old son who began to go

bad. He rejected your counsel and wanted ,to take
things into his own hands. Suppose that he joined up
with a young stranger from another part of the city
and they got into trouble.

You were called down to the police station. Your
boy and another boy whom you had never seen
sat there in handcuffs.

You know how you would feel about it. You would
be sorry for the other boy—but you don't love him
because you don't know him. With your own son,
your grief Would penetrate to your heart like a sword.
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Only love can grieve. If those two boys were sent off 1
to prison, you might pity the boy you didn't know,'
but you would grieve over the boy you knew and
loved. A mother can grieve because she loves. If youl
don't love, you can't grieve. •

When the Scripture says, "Grieve not the Holy ̂
Spirit of God," it is telling us that He loves us so mucĥ
that when we insult Him, He is grieved; when we
ignore Him, He is grieved; when we resistHim, Heis
grieved; and when we doubt Him, He is grieved.

Thankfully, we can please Him by obeying and
believing. When we please Him, He responds to us
just like a pleased father or loving mother responds.
He responds to us because He loves us.

This is the tragedy and the woe of the hour—that]
we neglect the most important One who could
possibly be in our midst—the Holy Spirit of God.;
Then, in order to make up for His absence, we have to
do something to keep up our own spirits.

I remind you that there are churches so completely
out of the hands of God that if the Holy Spirit with- i
drew from them, they wouldn't find it out for many J
mon ths .

I said this once before in a message, and the next
day a woman called me and said she had been visiting
in our service.

'T belong to another church, and I heard you say
that there are churches where the Holy Spirit could
desert them, and they would never find it out," she
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said. Then she added, "I want you to know that this
has happened in our church. We have rejected Him so
consistently in our church that He is gone. He is no
longer there!"

Her voice was tender, and there was no malice or
criticism at all. I don't know whether she was right,
for I doubt whether the Spirit of God ever leaves a
church completely, but He can "go to sleep," so to
speak, like the Saviour who was asleep in the hinder
part of the ship. He can be so neglected and ignored
that He cannot make Himself known, and this can go
on and on.

Let me assure you that this is the most important
thing in the world—that this blessed Holy Spirit is

r waiting now and can be present with you this minute.
Jesus, in His body, is at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty, interceding for us. He will be there
until He comes again.

But He said He would send another Comforter; the
Holy Ghost, His Spirit.

We cannot be all that we ought to bcfor God if we
do not believe and appropriate the fact that Jesus said,
"The Comforter will be my representative, and He
wi l l be ALL tha t I AMI"
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